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TO THE READER. 


In entering upon this second portion of the work, I 
would repeat the wishes which I expressed in the 
preface to the former, and shall only add here such 
remarks as apply peculiarly to the present volume. 

The form of dialogue employed in the introduction 
is dropped her^ because, in treating matters of the 
kind here presented, it would only have been burthen- 
some, and have weakened the impression intended to 
be produced. The reader is supposed rather to be 
seated in familar discussion with the author or with 
himself, and in adopting this supposition he will find 
the progress and development of the ideas the more 
natural and agreeable. Where the divisions prove too 
long, he will find convenient resting places at shorter 
intervals, in which he may stop and reflect upon w’hat 
he has already passed over. 

I cannot, from the nature of the case, anticipate a 
universal agreement in opinion upon all the matters 
here treated of, and the results of some of the enqui- 
ries instituted, are perhaps too strange and foreign 
from received opinions, to gain the assent of the pub- 
lick at once. But what is not done to-day may be 
done to-morrow, and those, who do not here .find satis- 
faction on topics treated of in this part of the work, 1 
be^ will withhold their conclusions, and wait for th^ 
third and last parts of it. 
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In pursuing the discussions 1 have not, knowingly,, 
wohnded the feelings of any one, nor even by a word 
passed judgment against any. Others, I trust, will 
award to me the same equitable treatment, and not 
hastily, in judging, give sentence against leave 

to every one the reward of his labour^- laifhihg myself 
only to gather fruits that may be useful, arid now and 
then a flower for enjoyment. What pleasure would it 
give me to have made more accessible., more natural, 
and more delightful the view of the Sacred Scriptures, 
which they exhibit from the side from which I have 
laboured to present them. The influence of the im- 
pression thus produced would be of ^ide extent, much 
wider than I can explain by a few brief remarks. 

The observations, which, to many readers might 
appear too learned, I could wish to have passed over 
by all such. They are inserted for the sake of others, 
to whom the reasons of my translation must be given. 
No word is employed without necessity, or for a dis- 
play of learning ; for my vocatibn is, not to be a verbal 
critick of the Hebrew languagb, but to make the 
Hebrew books intelligible by placing them in their 
proper light, and to show their proper application and 
use. 

Weimar^ April 24 , 1783 . 


Hskder. 
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OF THfe ORIGIN AND ESSENTIAL CHARACTER OF 
HEBREW POETRY. 

Hebrew Poetry bad its origin in 

1. The union of outward form with inward feeling* How far therefore 
it is Divine, and how far human. First essays in poetry among the 
Hebrews. The most ancient tablet of images. Language and poetry^ 
an imitation of that creative agency, which determines the intelligi. 
ble essence and outward form of its creations. Whether the poetical 
images and feelings of one nation, especially an ancient one, are .to 
be judged by those of other aattOBs. Character of the most ancient 
poet. y. Whether individual images can be taken out of their connex- 
ions and compared to any purpose with each other. Example in Job's 
description of the horse. 

Fersoniricatioii. Origin of this in the human mind. Its effects on 
morals and poetry. Examples of it from nature, history,, and the idea 
of the Divinity. 

3. Fable. Origin of this, and its use in the earliest development of 
reason, the formation of ^ipriiors, and maxims of prudence. Respect 
in which it was held id'/^Me East, and its influence on poetry. 

4. Tnidition. Diffcrcncejbetween this and history. Essays in poetical 
family traditions. 

5. Poetical invention. Its design. Examples of it in the Cherub and 

other inventions, in the kingdom of the dead, &,c. Collectiuu of these 
species under the general conception of the in its difl’erent 

forms. 

Second species of poetry, the Song. Distinguished from mere figura- 
tive diNcourse. It is expressive of higher emotion, brings moverncht 
and purpose into the whole of a production, aims at the expression of 
harrnonv, and in tho most ancient times was adapted to a chorus. 
Combination of J^urative discourse and the song. Genius of .lilcbrew 
poetry, as leafnbd fidrn its origin. 

Appendix. Some of ibe groundsel the subjective origin of Hebrew 
poetry. 

1 * 



form and detenpiiiateness to tfie objects of its creation. Only 
^^ereative thoughts of God, however, are truly ohjectivB 
baW actuality iri their outward expression, and stand^fprtfa 
existent and living in the products of creative power. Man 
can only give names to these crej|tions, arrange and link them 
ttiigether; beyond this, his thoughts remain but||||eiiess formal 
his words and the impulses of his feelings are not in them- 
selves living products. Yet, the clearer the intuition, with 
which we contemplate and systematize the objects of creation, 
the more unsophisticated and full the impulse of feeling, 
which impels us to impress every thing with the. purest char- 
acter and fullest measure of humanity — that which riraiks the 
analogy of our being to that of God — the more beautiful, the 
ihpjre perfect, and, let us not doubt, the more powerful will 
b^bur poetick art. In this feeling of natural beauty and 
Sublimity the child often has the advaiqilisge of the man of 
^ray hairs, and nations of the greatest simplicity have in their 
natural imagery and expressions of natural feeling, the most 
elevated and touching poetry. I doubt whether this origin 
of poetry can be better and more beautifully expressed than 
it is by the Hebrew • The word means to imprint to 

impress f to impress a form, a liken^s ; and so to speak in 
prooerbSf as the of the ^ Hebrew poetry are prb- 

yerbs, wise sentences of the highest import ; and again to 
decidef to pvt in order^ to speak as a king or judge, finally, 
to reigUy to have dominion^ to he powerful by the word of one^s 
mouth. Here we have the history of the origin of poetry 
and of the part of it, which is most powerful in its influence. 

It would scarcely have been deserving of remark, were it 
not necessary to prevent frequent misconception and abuse, 
that the poetical images and feelings of one people, and of 
one age can never be judged, censured, and rejected accord- 
ing to the standard of another people, and another age. Had 
the Greator so ordered it, that we ba^ all been born upon 
the same spot of earth, at the same time, with the same feel- 



iiigs and organs, and under the same outward circumstances, 
ther6:!^ou1d have been nothing to object against the uniform 
standard of taste, of which so much has been said. But 
since nothing^is more susceptible and multifarious than the 
human hca^ slhce nothing is more subtle and evanescent, 
than the connecting ties, on which its feelings and passions 
depend, since it even belongs to the perfection of human na- 
ture, that it organize and form itself anew under every cli- 
mate, in every age, and every peculiar mode of existence, 
since finally that modicum of articulated air, which wc call 
language, and which yet bears upon its light and butterfly 
wings all the treasures of poetical imagery and sentiment — 
since this breath of the mouth, in its manifold variations ex- 
hibiting the diversities of every people and every age, is a 
real Proteus, it seems to indicate either a stupid or a proud 
presumption to require, that every nation, even of the most 
ancient times, should think, discourse, feel, and fashion its 
poetical conceptions in a manner to suit our habits and 
Wants. It has been long remarked, that the human race in 
its successive ages and revolutions seems to follow the vicisi- 
tudes of our individual human life, (at least men imagine it 
to be so), and as the cliild does not feel, speak, and contem- 
plate the world around him in the same manner as a man of 
mature age, who would require of nations in the infancy of 
the world, the facility and rapidity in poetical representation, 
which with us is the result of experience, the squeamishness 
and over refincrncrit of our exhausted and worn out hearts. 
We must learn to dwell long upon plain and simple imagery, 
to revolve them over in our contemplations, to fxcite the 
sense of wonder, and picture them in gigantick forms. Such 
are the views, the language, and the feelings of children. 
They look with child-like wonder and astonishment, before 
they learn to perceive discrimination. Every thing ap- 
pears to them in the dazzling splendour of novelty. Objects 
that are unknown, or oC larger magnitude, produce an eflect 
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lip^ their unpractised and yet aensitive organs. They know 
Sot as yet how to compare, and by comparison to belitt|e thft 
objects of their admiration. The tongue strives to express 
itself, and falls upon strong expressions, because its language 
is not become weak and facile from a inulttplicity * of empty 
sounds and stale metaphorical expressions. Tbey often speak; 
too, as the Orientals, and as uncultivated savages speak, till 
at length with the progress of nature and art they learn to 
express themselves like polished or like fashionable men. 
Let them enjoy their years of childhood, and let those Orien- 
tals also in the infancy of the world form tlieii poetical con- 
ceptions, speak, and rejoice with a child-likt: spirit. 

/ Still more incongruous would it be to take a single image 
or representation out of the connexion, in. which it belongs,, 
and compare its style and colouring witb thpse of another^ 
taken from a poet of a different age, of a different nation and 
language, and of diverse poetical powers. No two things 
in the world are wholly alike. No one thing is made 
the purpose of being compared with another, and the most 
fresh and delicate growth, when torn from its place, is the 
first to wither. A poetical image exists only in its con^ 
nexion with the emotion that prompted it. In losing that it loses 
bvery thing, and is only a senseless medley of colours, which 
only a child values according to the brightness of their tints. 
Perhaps too no poets lose so much by a comparison of extract- 
ed passages and i/riagcs as the poets of the East. For they are 
the farthest removed from us, they sung in another world, in 
part three, four thousand years, before we discoursed abou| 
them. Should one compare for example, the picture of a horse 
in Job with Virgil’s description of it, and neglect to remark, 
who it is that speaks in Job, and fur what end, what was the 
character and estimation of the horse in. Virgil’s time at Rom^ 
and in the days of Job in Idumaea, and for what purpose it wa| 
introduced in these different authors, (to say nothing of lan- 
guage, metre, the genius of the peopfe,and the form of their po- 
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9(ry) would he form a good comparative estimate of themi 
xroiikl they be fairly balanced and compared?* But we proceed. 

2 , The form or image of sense accompanied with emotion 
'eadily becomes in the v«ew of the mind excited by its influx 
iiice a thin^%f life, and thus personification is the second 
aigber stefi in the origin of the poetick ait. 

It is the nature of the human soul to refer every thing to 
itself, to think it like itself, and thus to find itself rt?flected in 
svery thing, 'lliat which is agreeable to us we regard as 
loving us ; what is adverse to us, hales us, as vve hate it ; that, 
with which vve would delight to hold converse, speaks to us 
also, and its slightest sound, its most trifling utterance, id. 
converted hy the power of the imagination into language and 
intelligent cxpresisiun. In this res|)ect all ancient nations are 
alike. Their dimionaries could be formed and collected, and 
their giviiiun^tmal to established only on the principle, 
that names should bell^onstructed with distinction of gender, 
jai^ events which took place regarded as workings and agen- 
l^ies of living beings, according to the analogies of our human 
being. The Hebrew language is full of personifications, and 

Aikin, in his Essay on the /application of natural history to poetry,, 
has instituted such a comparison, and has passed judgment somewhlit, 
strangely respecting Job’s behe 'ioth and leviathan. No poet will .or . 
should, by his .descrip ions, furnish details for a work on Zoology, since 
poetry aims not to give particular traits with distinctiveness, but to give 
power and effect to the combined whole. This must be looked for as 
the aim of the writer in Job, as in the same passages, the gigantick, the 
mysterious, and the marvellous, in these pictures, belong to the ^enaral 
purpose of the composition. The distance of Idumma- from ^gypt, .a|i4 
the. fact that in the former the horse was yet probably a foreign and rare 
animal, and an object of wonder, rendered this description of it suitable 
to the aim of the book, and indeed made it necessary. But so soon as 
jure suppose the author to have been an Egyptian, all these relations 
fail, and are out of place, because in that country every one must-have 
seen familiar with the horse, the crocodile, the ostrich, and the bipgfa- 
Wamus. 



it is undeniable, that this sympathy, this transfer of one’s self 
into the objects around us, and ascription, as it were, of our 
own feelings to those objects with which we hold converse, 
has formed not only the inspiring principle of language, of 
speech, but to a certain extent also the first development 
and existence of moral principle. Relations of feeling and 
moral duties cease, where I conceive nothing in a living being 
analogous to my own being. The more deeply rnd inwardly 
I feel this resemblance, and implicitly believe in it, so much 
the more delightful will be my sympathy, and the exercise of 
it, in accordance with my own sensibilities. The most an< 
cmnt poetry, which exerted such a forming influence upon 
inen in their savage state, made use of this fountain of over- 
flowing sensibility to form and cherish in them the feelings 
of compassion and benevolence. In the bipod of Abel his; 
soul cries from the ground. So to A^{n» surrounded by the] 
brute creation, all seemed to be animated by bis own feelings^ 
and he sought among them all for a holp-mcat and company 
ion- The sun and moon were kings of heaven, servants of 
God, rulers of the world. The waving atmosphere was a; 
brooding dove, and God himself, the creator of all, a woi&- 
master, after the manner of men, who looked upon his work, 
rejoiced in and blessed it. Nay, what is still more bold than 
this, be was the father of man, and man was appointed to be 
his vicar and srubstitute on earth. — Extravagant as this rep- 
resentation may seem to a heartless deist, it was yet natural 
and necessary for the unbiassed feelings of the human .heart.^ 
Without God the creation is for us a chaos, and without"^ 
God, whose being is analogous to that of man, who thinks 
and feels as we do, no friendship or filial affection towards 
him is possible, nor can we feel a child-like confidence in 
communing with a being, so beyond our knowledge, and yet 
so intimately near to us. The infinite God, therefore, vouch-^; 
safed to render the primary ideas of himself as accessible^ 
to man, as was possible, and as well in the first piclures of 
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creation, as in the history of the patriarchs ; this friendly 
confidence and trust is the ground of all the relations of man 
to God, and of God to man. In the shepherd’s tent God also 
is a shepherd, in the family circle he is the father of all. He 
visits them as a friend, and permits himself to be invited to 
the domestick festival. He was more pleased with his son 
Abel, than with Cain, and in vouchsafing his presence to 
Noah after the flood he smelled a sweet savour from the re- 
newed earth. On the contrary, he was angry with tyrannical 
oppressors, and took the field, as it were, against Nimrod, the 
oppressor of the earth, as if he were also about to scale the 
heavens. Of Abraham, as if jealous of his paternal love, he 
required that he sliould oiler up to him liis son, the dearest 
object of liis heart, and wrestled with Jacob to secure for 
him the name of a hero. 

In the book of Job we have unfolded and explained some 
personifications, on which depends the power of the most 
afiecting discourses, and so it is with the excitemept of sym- 
pathy in all kinds of emotion. If the poetry of the most 
ancient times has produced any effect upon the human heart, 
(and it has undoubtedly produced much), it has the power 
of doing so by this means alone. Hence, where this flexibility 
of the heart is wanting, even in our own times, and the man 
contemplates such personifications and measures them by 
pure reason, and according to geometrical rules, he w^ill find 
in the Hebrew and Greek poets only irrational extravagances. 
In Hebrew the whole language is formed upon the principle 
of personiiipation ; nouns, verbs, and even connecting words 
are constructed and arranged under its influence. Every 
thing with them has voice, mouth, hand, countenance, and 
those relations, which render their representation as son and 
daughter, one, become necessary for them as for other Orien- 
tals a significant and beautiful idiom.* An idiom, however, 

* Examples are found in Jones* commentar, poes. Asiatics in suffi. 

2 
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character, and a dress of fable, which separates it widely 
from our methodical style in prolonged and rounded periods. 
There too, those kinds of poetry, which are characterized by 
allegory and fable, are the most abundant and the most beau- 
tiful. In modern languages, on the other hand, for one 
simple Oriental fable drawn from the kingdom of beasts and 
of trees, we may furnish ten artificial narrations, which often 
contain neither fable rioi history, and usually fall short of the 
former in richness of poetical invention. The string's of 
pearl, as the Orientals call certain collections of choice and 
well arranged sentences, are well known, and the beautiful 
tapestry of their instructive and more elevated poetry, which 
expands its richly ornamented flowers with so much mag- 
nificence, appears to them noble and godlike. But of these 
forms of poetry we shall speak more at large in their proper 
place ; at present we proceed to remark, 

4. That even history in the East, especially when it relates 
to the ancient [latriarchal traditions, readily assumes the 
dress of fable, and becomes as it were, a poetical and tradi- 
tionary representation of family history. Whoever reads the 
historical writings of the Old Testament, from the most an- 
cient period, will scarcely deny this, and one, that is acquaint- 
ed with the historical style of the Orientals, in other histories, 
will be still less disposed to do so. It is not merely, that 
here and there, in the simplest narrative, poetical forms of 
expression are inserted, because the voice tradition perhaps 
transferred them from existing songs, or gave them for the 
sake of adding force to the expression ; not merely, that the 
narrative itself affects the entire simplicity of the poetical 
style, in regard to the use of connectives and the repetitions 
of words ; but for the most part also the form and outline of 
tlie whole narrative is poetical. Nor is this at all prejudicial 
to truth, but rather contributes to its clearness and force, by 
retaining and exhibiting in the tone and outward form of the 
narrative, as it were, the original impressions and images of 
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sense from which it was taken ; only the interpreter must 
find and retain this point of view, or he will misapprehend 
the tone of the sentiment, the aim and general scope of the 
narrative. The history of Paradise, of our first parents, and 
of the subsequent patriarchs, of the flood, of the tower of 
Babel, &c. appear obviously in the character of family and 
national traditions, and so it continues downward to the history 
of the .Tewish patriarchs. Tradition has formed into a 
sacred narrative, a sort of fabula morata, where in every line 
the favour of Jehovah to their fatJiers beams forth as the ori- 
gin, from which they derive the glory of their race, their 
right to Canaan, and the prerogative which they claim before 
the nations, which inhabited it. What among other races 
bears the marvellous character of heroick and extravagant 
traditions, is here of divine and patriarchal authority, con- 
firmed by genealogical registers and monuments, and exhibit- 
ing such simplicity of ornament, that tlio artificial forms of 
poetry are unsuitable to it. Among all nations liistory has 
grown out of tradition, and among the Hebrews it has remain- 
ed even down to the period of the kings, in regard to the style, 
almost always traditionary in its character. To this the lan- 
guage, the modes of thought, which distinguished the people 
and the sacred writers, but especially the high antiquity of 
the age, has contributed. 

6. 1 come now io fiction, or poetical invention properly so 
called, W'hicli consists in combining known, distinctly marked 
images, to form a new creation before unknown, and having its 
own distinctive character. Of this poetical creation the Chcrul> 
may serve as an example. The lion, the ox, the man, and the 
eagle are beings well known ; the combination of them into a 
creature of symbolical import was the work of poetical in- 
vention. It will be observed, that I use poetry and poetical 
invention, not in the sense of groundless fiction or falsehood ; 
for in the sphere of the understanding, the import of a sym- 
bol poetically constructed is truth. The parts themselves of 
2 * 



Ihe composition are taken from nataroi and 1 know no fiction# 
which has not received its elements from that source. Hence# 
the invention of fictions entirely new is so difficult, that the 
greatest poets copy each other, and nations farthest removed 
from each other coincide in the essential characters, and 
leading forms of those beings, with which they have peopled 
the world of their imaginations. One of these leading forms, 
the features of which are recognized among all nations, which 
have poetry, is the Cherub, perhaps the oldest of all poetical 
creations. It stands on the ruins of Persepolis, which, in 
the form of their inscriptions, and the style of their architect- 
ure, go back beyond the periods of recorded history, and, in 
the form of the Sphinx, lies before the ruins of numerous 
Elgyptian temples. It is referred to in the marvellous tales 
of India, of Thibet, of China, of Persia and of Arabia, and 
occurs in the ancient traditions of the Greeks, as well as in 
the Northern Sagas, though in every nation under its own 
peculiar modifications of form. Even the poetry of the Mid- 
dle Age has made use of it, and scarcely any poetry is un- 
furnished with winged beings of the same general character. 
The Hebrews, in my apprehension, have the oldest and purest 
traditions respecting it, and retain the natural and probable 
account of the origin of a composition in itself so strange 
and marvellous. According to their account it was a guar- 
dian of Paradise, and thus by consequence a symbol of things 
secret and mysterious, that is, of places sacred and unap- 
proachable. From this, by an easy transition, it become 
itself, in its component parts, a mystery, a synthesis of the 
most noble and exalted of living creatures. It came to be 
attached to the ark of the covenant, as a guardian of the 
mysteries of the law, and thereby a sustainer of the Majesty 
of Jehovah, who watched over them. It was transferred also 
to the clouds, and became first a poetical, then a prophetical 
vision. These last applications of it, however, belong to 
the poetry of the Hebrews alone. The Cherub, in the char- 



teter which it bore before the time of Moses, the creature of 
marvel, that guarded the secrets or treasures of the primeval 
world, was universally known ; in the character given it among 
the Hebrews after the age of Moses, as the sustainer of the 
glory of God, it was known only in Judsea, and passed into 
it by the transitions, which 1 have explained.^ 

From this Cherub, thus placed in their way, the fancy of 
the Orientals with its boundless stores of imagery took oo* 
easion to produce other like inventions, and upon its wings 
soared into the regions of wild and extravagant fiction* In 
relation to this subject the reader should peruse in Bochart's 
Hierozocion, the sixth book relating to fabulous animals, and 
call to mind the numerous fabled creations in the Oriental 
tales. The ground of every fiction is for the most part a truth 
in natural history, so that we have not so properly pure fic- 
tion, as truth under the garb of fiction, and the unusual, the 
singular, and the strange, elevated to the inconceivable and 
the extravagant. An example of this is found in the history 
of the tree of life, and the tree of knowledge, in Paradise. 
This simple, and as given by Moses, intelligible and natural 
tradition, was gradually, in its subsequent transmission, sha- 
ped into a strange and wonderful mystery. Now the tree of 
life was represented as a peculiarly healthful tree, that stood 
near to that which bore the forbidden and deadly fruit ; then 
it become a growth productive of physical immortality ; and 
the tree, by which God proved the obedience of man, was, 
even in the representation given of the serpent as the tempter, 
already become a tree of super>human knowledge. The same 
process of the fancy will be found in regard to other inven- 
tions of Oriental fable. Job’s behemoth and leviathan, which 
were real animals, because they were of foreign growth, 
large in size, and objects of fear and wonder, were pictured 
in characters, which with small addition and exaggeration 


* See Vol. 1. Dialogue VI. 
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would have transibn&ed them entirely into eieatuTea of ftbSe 
iad mere objects of wonder. 

In the prophets certain fictitious animals occur, the exist- 
ence of which was at that time credited in the popular 
traditions. Bat aside from these, the Hebrew poetry has 
kept itself pure from whatever is monstrous and inconceivable 
in the creations of imagination. As it fills every thing with 
Jehovah, so its boldest combinations of imagery proceed 
from this source. The thunder was the voice of God, a 
voice which the sacred poets understood ; light was his 
garment which ho cast about him as a mantle, and in the 
morning dawn outspread upon the darkness of the night. 
The heavens were his tent, his palace, his temple. Univer- 
sal nature composed a host of living creatures, which he 
employed as his ministering servants. The universe was 
filled with his angels, employed as his messengers, but in a 
form at once beautiful and worthy of the divine being ; for 
the living powers and objects of nature were themselves the 
messengers intended, and the angel of his countenance, the 
often personified Word of God, was the forth-going utterance 
of his will, the outward expression of the mind of God. If, 
in the earlier books,* the gods of the heathen appear as 
demons, this was in accordance with the delusion of the 
nations who worshipped them, for most of the Gentiles be- 
lieved the image, to which they prayed, to be animated by a 
spirit. 7'lie prophets of Israel seized upon this faith, and de- 
graded these demons, as vile, imbecile, and impure beings, 
subordinate to the true God, till the great Isaiah rejected 
this also, and exhibited the vanity and nothingness of an idol 
as it was. Satan himself in earlier times was only an angel 
of God, whom God sent as his messenger. Opposed to him 
on the side of .Tob stood another angel,t who was an advo- 
cate in the presence of God for the innocent object of his 


*Dcut, xxxii, 16. 17. t Job, xiiiii, 93. 
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complaint. Thus the picture presented in this book is whol- 
ly of a poetical character, and under the form of a judicial 
process. 

The kingdom of the dead resulted from a combination of 
conceptions so natural in itself, that I do not wonder at its 
occurrence among the Hebrews, as among many other na- 
tions. No metaphorical separation of the body and the soul 
was yet known, and the dead with their visibly prostrated 
powers, were conceived as still living in the grave, but in a 
shadowy, obscure, and powerless condition. The voice of 
the murdered victim cried out in his blood, and the feeble, 
stifled voice of the dead was still represented to the imagina- 
tion beneath the earth, which covered them. The whispering 
voices of those, who dwell in the tombs, is a general article 
of popular faith with the Hebrews, the Arabians,* and 
other ancient nations. Now as the tombs of the l^'ast >vere 
spacious caves, in which multitudes were deposited side by 
side in their last sleep, the conception of a subterraneous 
kingdom among the nether shades, was obvious and easily 
formed. Thither whole families descended to join the ghosts of, 
their fathers. Heroes, kingdoms, and all the trappings of vic- 
tory, with which they were buried, went down there together. 
The heroes, who were already there received them ; and as 
powerless shades they pursued the same unsubstantial phan- 
tom of glory, which they had pursued in life. To all these 
hosts of the dead, too, was given a king, with his royal tower 
or strong hold, whose bars and gates no one could break 
through ; for no power can restore the dead to light and life. 
There murmured the dark rivers of the dead, because in the 
deep caverns of the earth we so often meet with streams of 
water, and hear their obscure, subterraneous, and melan- 
choly sounds. The dying man hears these streams, because 
according to oft recorded experience, the senses of those 


* See Scbulten’s Notes on the Hamasi, p« 558. 
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linking through weaknessi as they gradually fail, have a con-* 
leiousness of sounds as of distant waves. In the same fig- 
urative representations, death, who is always lying in wait 
for his prey, became a hunter with nets and cords, while at 
the same time, because the body is fearfully wasted and con- 
sumed in the earth, he is described as a monster, who feeds 
upon and devours the dead. — So neutral were all their transi- 
tions of thought, which, with the usual modifications, occa- 
sioned by varying circumstances of country and climate, are 
common to almost all nations. 

But enough of examples. We have now treated in regu- 
lar gradation the several successive kinds of poetical repre- 
sentation, which all proceed from the same source, the utter- 
ance of the soul in the language of imagery and emotion. 
For every one will see, that poetical personifications, the 
representations of fable, enigmas, sententious proverbs, and 
finally, the proper creations of poetry, not only themselves 
belong to the mashal, but can derive their distinctive charac- 
ters, only from the modifications of this same inspiring prin- 
iciple of poetry in the soul. In the most ancient times the 
language of sentiment was concise, lofty, and full of energy, 
as we perceive from the blessings pronounced by the patri- 
archs, the discourses of Job, and the oracles of Balaam. 
From these the sayings and poetical expressions of the 
prophets differ strictly speaking, as to their general charactei 
and style, only as the weaker from the stronger, the later 
and often imitative from the ancient and original power. For 
even among the prophets, and in the same prophet, there are 
very different degrees of energy and conciseness in their 
figurative language. The language in their time had already 
become more practised, images and sentiments had become 
more common-place, the spirit of poetry did not reach nor re- 
tain the vigour and originality of the primitive ages. If 
these views be correct, there is no sufficient reason for con- 
•ideriog the writings of the prophets as constituting a pecih 



Ikur species of poetry. Their style was often, indeed, that 
of poetical prose, which still retained the air and moyemeat 
of Ae earlier parabalick poetry. When the style is aphoristick, 
and marked by the mere orderly arrangement of sentences 
without logical connexion, it necessarily gains in conciseness 
and dignity, and we have a collection of such sentences in 
the Proverbs of Solomon. As nearly related to these, we had 
also enigmas, like that which we have respecting Sampson, 
in which the tone and parallelism of the perfect mashal is 
observable. All this, therefore, belongs to one and the same 
class, and the Hebrew an intricate and dark dis- 

course, includes more than the mere riddle. Every pithy and 
sententious expression, that is, at the same time difficult of 
apprehension, belongs to it, and a greater portion of the 
Oriental figurative style of discourse aims at this as its princi- 
pal beauty. 

To what subject matter, this is applied, and whether this 
sublime or enigmatical style of figurative discourse be ex- 
pressive of praise or blame, of love or hatred, of joy or 
sorrow, whether in prolonged or. brief effusions, are not 
considerations of a nature to constitute co-ordinate kinds of 
poetry. They are all varieties of the same kind, imaginative 
metaphorical discourse with the uniform and lofty parallelism. 


But we here enter upon a second species of the poetick art, 
I mean the song. So soon as musick was invented, poetry 
acquired a new power, a more graceful movement, and great- 
er harmony of sound. The simple utterance of motion in 
images of sense had only the most natural and simple form 
and dimension, the systole and diastole of the heart and 
breath — the parallelism. With the accession of musick it 
acquired a higher tone, a more measured cadence, and even 
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rliyme, as we see in the song of Lamech. What was before 
a simple play of the breathf became now a measured sound, 
a dance, a choral song, a musical utterance of emotion. 
When musick was invented, lyrick poetry also, and the dance 
in measured movements without doubt were brought into 
use. Let us see then what the art of poetry gained or lost 
by the change. 

1. All musical poetry requires a more elevated emotion. 
If it utters its musical tones in figurative expressions, these 
must be animated by excited feeling, imparting continuity and 
unity of character to the lofty movement of the imagery, and 
giving it a form of more exalted harmony. Whatever may 
be the character of the emotion, which prevails in a lyrical 
effusion, its movement and harmony will be regulated accord- 
ingly. A hymn of adoartion, a fiery ode, a tranquil song of 
joy, and an elegy expressive of grief and affliction, are not 
modulated in the same tone and manner. There arc, there- 
fore subdivisions of the song, but the general conception is 
the same in all. The elegy nj> the song of joy or love 

the song of praise and the different 

modifications of the mode of singing arising from tlie differ- 
ence of instruments, all come under the common name, song 
which derives its distinctive import from the 
cadences and cacsural pauses, wliich the nuisick has intro- 
duced. To divide lyrical effusions from a regard to outward 
circumstances, and to call, for example, a particular species 
the idyll, is adverse to the spirit of Hebrew poetry, and in- 
deed unpoetical. Among the Greeks every idyll and all its 
parts were not necessarily song, and on the other hand in the 
beautiful song of songs all does not partake of the char- 
acter of the idyll, although the whole corresponds to 
the general conception of the tranquil song. Even the 
more general form of figurative utterance, and in its 
most artificial kind, the dark and involved enigma, is not 
absolutely opposed to the song, as we perceive in many 
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determine the kind,.^ but the mode of treatment, 
S%rm in which It is expressed. ' 

From this view it appears, that the application of musick, 
mf singing, brings with it a sort of melody, and therefore con- 
tkiuity, plan, purpose, into the whole and all the parts of a 
ric^ production, such as were not found in the simply figura- 
tive style, except so far as it derived them from the subject. 
Not that I would take from Horace or Pindar a metrical ar- 
rangement, by which the Psalms of David should be measu- 
red. Every emotion contains its own law, consequently, also, 
its charactcristick aim in itself, and hence tliose Psalms, which 
are properly Apressive of emotion, cannot be without these. 
The didactick pieces, though accompajiied with miisick, have 
less of these, and so arrange their aphoristick scnilonces often 
by the letters of the alphabet. Yet even this sliows that the 
lyrick poem as such must have a sort of measure, and a deter- 
minate extent, though it should be taken iroiii tlu^ alphabet 
itself. 

3. Musick requires harmony of sound, and since llehrow 
musick was ynobably free from the restraints of arlilicial rules, 
it could on tliat account ^proximate more nearly to the move- 
ments of the heart. Nothing is more difficult to translate, 
than a Hebrew Psalm, especially one adaj)ted to the dance 
and Uio choral song of earlier times. Its evanescent tones are 
breathed in a rhythmical movement of the most free and un- 
IbBtrained character, while the difficidt measures of our lan- 
guage, its protracted and harsh syllables, drag themselves 
^diously along. In the Hebrew a single word, easily uttered 
;|^d agreeable in .sound, expresses the whole sentiment. In 
ours ten are often necessary ; and though they express it with 
inore logical distinctness, it is with less ease and eloquence. 

4, Most of the poetry, that was accompanied with instru^ 
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olten sung bj several choruses, and sometimes accompanied 
with the dance. What inspiring fulness of effect this mug 
have given to song in those early times, in which the emc^ioos 
of the heart, were as yet little controled, when in praise of 
God or in commemoration of some national blessing it was 
sung by an assembled people, in the fulness of national pride 
and of popular exultation, I leave every one to judge accord* 
ing to his own feelings. In our own times, when nations are 
mingled in confusion, so that we scarcely have the same God, 
but few interests in common, aiid no common country, we 
see nothing of the kind. With them, music^ and language 
had nothing artificial, hut were the native, the inspired and 
inspiring utterance of the heart. No cold and formal stateli- 
ness, no cliills of a Northern sky, oppressed tlie soul, arid re- 
strained its enjotions. The song of Moses and Miriam, the 
voice of a host of many myriads singing in chorus the song of 
their deliverance, with sounding instrumeuts of niusick, be- 
neath an Arabian sky, and celebrating the glory of Jehovah 
their deliverer — where is there a song so exciting and so ele- 
vating as this . '! And this, too, was the pattern of the songs of 
I.vi*ael in better limes. 

Figurative discourse then, the language of metaphor, and 
allegory, and song, are tlie two leading forms, under which 
the spirit of poetry among the Hebrews inaiiifested itself; and 
should or could there bo more ? Tliey arc poetry for the eye 
and the ear, through both which they soften and agitate the 
heart. In the figurative style of discourse an individual 
speaks. He instructs, reproves, consoles, directs, coitimend^ 
contemplates the past, and discloses the future. The song 
is sung either by one or many ; they sing from the heart and 
melt the heart, or they infuse instruction in sweet and liq|Uid 
tones. Both these kinds of poetry were held sacred among 
the Hebrews. The most eloquent writers in the first kind 
were the Prophets, and the most sublime lyrical effusions were 
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^ songs of the temjple. WhetKef these two kinds wereffj^ 
pivided into ampler forms, as the drama and heroick poetry, 
liijl be shown hereafter. 

In conclusion, I observe once more, that the same lofty, 
sententious style, the language of metaphor and allegory, some- 
times leads to a hidden and mystical- sense. Neither is this' 
peculiar to the Hebrews. It belongs also to the Arabians and 
the Persians, and the most favourite ode of Hafiz, as a com- 
mon chance, gives a very subtle and mystical sense, in which 
he that will look for it may find all the treasures of knowledge^ 
The ground of this lies in the genius, the origin, and the ra- 
dical principles of Oriental Poetry. A sublime hut obscure 
image, a comparison followed out with acuteness, a divine 
aphorism, which an enigmatical parallelism utters as it were 
only from a distance, these forms of expression require to be 
illustrated and explained. And when a man divinely inspirjpd 
speaks, when in the name of God he discourses of the desti- 
nies of the future, who would not readily anticipate more than 
perhaps he means to utter. And who would not, moreover, 
gladly find it afterwards in his divine oracles, even if he be 
not an Oriental, prone to admiration, and striving after high 
and mysterious meanings. Thus it has, indeed, fared for 
centuries with the poetry of the Hebrews, and, if our age and 
nation deserve any praise, it is for their cool and persevering 
endeavour to approximate at least, the simple, original sense 
of thbse ancient poets, and to listen to their oracles in the true 
spirit of antiquity, undazzled and unprejudiced by glosses and 
^ notion of a mysterious meaning.* 

* I have ventured to omit here a short extract from Opitx, a German 
^ter of the seventeenth century, and a poetical cflusion of the author 
origin and office of poetry. They seem intended merely for gar* 
ItiliiiDg, and are not necessary to (be connexion of the author’s views. 
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Some of tho subjective grounds of the origin pf Hebrew poetry. 

The foregoing remarks treat of the origin and essexitial 
eharacters of Hebrew poetry objectively; they were designed 
to exhibit the twigs and branches of the tree, as they spriiig 
from the trunk and root. But some, perhaps, may wish to see 
the ground and soil, by which the tree was sustained ; in oth- 
er words to find some of the circumstances designated, in 
which the language l*ecame adapted to such images and emo- 
tions, and could extend its powers of expression by personifi- 
cations, fictions, songs and proverbs. Here too, as in the pre- 
ceding observations, 1 shall rather exhibit facts than specula- 
tions. 

1. Such images and ideas, as even the first chapters of Gen- 
esis have preserved to us, are impossible for a savage and un- 
cultivated people. So long as man remained a mere clod,hnca- 
pahle of thought, and urged to action only by the most pressing 
physical necessities, he could not attain to such abstractioiis 
and applicatif)ns of name.s, as the first picture of the creation 
has given in an order and symmetry suited to the uuderstand- 
ing of a people still under the dominion of the senses. Who- 
ever may have been the author of this fragment, it gives proof, 
in its images, and the scope of its representations, of being the 
work of a skilful master. No Orplieus here tames the tiger, 
and the lion ; no Sileniis sings in grandiloquent poeti^: 
inogony wrapped in fable. All this was tJie birth, or ,aborti^; 
of a later artificial mode of thought, and of a mystifying 
of representation. Here all is simple and divine, as if 
the Elohim had himself instructed the genius of huntanii^.; 
The most slight and facile deterininatioiis and classificatione 
of objects are connected together, and poetically express^:^ 
the understanding of man, and he is elevated by an imiii@M 
of the invisible Father and Creator, in the alternation 
quility and active toil, to be the visible lord of creatic^i; 
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S. But again, these refined ideiis, even in the relation, -^in 
which they are here placed, are found already fixed in the r^r 
terms of the language, as if they had been planted in, 
and grown up with it. This language, therefore, however nu« 
merous may be the traces, which it bears, in its ideas and the 
simplicity of its constructions, of the infancy of the race, had 
already become formed throughout when this first fragment 
was, I will not say compos(3d, but even conceived. No Ca- 
ribbean savage speaks in such language, eitlier as to the sound 
or the formation of the words. Here are no prolonged sounds 
to signify the most trifling things, no wild wilderness of names 
clustered together, but all hangs rather on a single thread, 
and so the whole language branches regularly from the sim- 
plest roots. In regard to its etymology and grammar, (I do 
not say its syntax and style of composition) the .ancient He- 
brew language is a masterpiece of conciseness and orderly 
arrangement, corrcjsponding to the impressions of sense. One 
might well suppose a Divine Being had devised it for the in- 
fancy of the liunian race, in order to communicate, as it were, 
in short, the earliest conceptions of logical order. 

3, A langiiag<} formed at so early a period was, moreover, 
a real treasure I'or tlie race, which possessed it. 'I’hey had in 
it numerous images and emotions already embodied, which 
became their inheritance, and which they had only to apply. 
We know nothing of the magnificence and tlie wisdom, which 
w^e emlwdied in the ancient language of Egypt, but we 
know thus much, that a Phoenician brought the alphabet to 
(Sroece, that the Pelasgians and lonians wgre originally Asi- 
atick tribes, having probably an affinity with those, to whom 
thi^ language belonged. According to the Mosaick records it 
was transmitted from upper Asia to the banks of the Euphrates, 
iUid its whole character gives proof, that the climate of Asia 
pras its birth place. Its ideas are full of striking contrasts, of 
Igfat and shade, of rest and activity. This is the character 
Oriental heavens, and of the genius of Oriental nations, 
3 * 
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pil^reeniand it would not so early have unfolded itself* 
nature is rude and barren, and man labours under ibe 
hiiEiVy burthens, which it imposes, he becomes skilled perhapa 
in the laborious arts, in the severe and dexterous applications 
both of mind and body, but is not fitted for the development 
of liberal ideas, of enlarged views, and comprehensive and sus- 
eeptilde emotions. 

*4. This language, ancient as it was, and formed under a 
mild and open sky, was transmitted to a race of herdsmen. 
Men devoted to such a mode of life were well adapted to pre- 
serve and more fully to carry out the primitive ideas and his- 
torical traditions which it contained. The occupation of 
herdsmen was one of the earliest in the history of human im- 
provement. Still it presup[K)ses an incipient cultivation, and 
cannot subsist without divers arts and reguhitioiis. These, how- 
ever, are all of the simplest and most iniiocoiit kind. It served 
to unfold the domestick relations, and to establish paternal.and 
patriarchal authority. It domesticated animals for the use of 
man, and called forth feelings of gentleness towards the brutes 
in general. It gave a sense of the freedom of nature, that is 
still incxtiiiguisliahlc in the minds of the Bedouins, since they 
avoid cities as the confinement of a prison. If too, in this 
race of herdsmen ancient impressions of the God of nature, 
of the patriarchs who were the objects of his love, of moral 
rectitude and innocence prevailed, they fouritl in tliis free and 
roving mode of life a favourable soil, in which to take decpur 
root, and secure a pcumaiient growth. Hence, the traditions, 
which we have received of Paradise, of the j)atriarchs, and of 
the most ancient fortunes of our race, come in the form of tjm 
simple tales of herdsmen. They retained that, which a 
herdsman might naturally apprehend and preserve in his 
Inhere of life and his associations, as much as was adapted 
his forms of thought and mode of living. This same peculiar 
mode of life gave scope also to those gentler affections, by 
which we find these traditions so characterized, and 
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are to ascribe the pictures of friendship with (Sod, and 
uitimacy of angels with the patriarchal heroes. Let th^.^9lM 

up of Isaac be converted into an allegory representihl'v^ 
niortal sickness and recovery, (not that it was so, but to brinjl 
the matter nearer to our modes of conceptions), what admirer 
ble firmness in tlie uncomplaining hero, whose son for three 
days was in his conceptions already lost to him, and who gave 
him up without a murmuring word. Let us represent the 
tower of Babel, as the allegorical description of a conquering 
and oppressive empire, that ruled despotically upon the earth, 
and aspired even to the dominion of God in the heavens, and 
liow striking does thcj fa])le become ! So too, the story of Ja- 
cob, who, during his first nightly repose out of his father’s 
house, contemplated the opening heavens, and when beset 
with dangers wrestled with his protecting angel and prevail- 
ed — ^liow beautiful, considered even as fictions, arc these tra-, 
ditionary tales of a race of herdsmen I To the successive 
generations, by whom they are rehearsed, these traditions 
bring God apparently near, and with him bring trust in his 
goodness, innocenc.e and the cultivation of human affections 
in all the relations of doincstick life. No warrior of the Iro- 
quois, or hunter of the Huron race, could have invented fic- 
tions such as these. 

5. But again the mode of life had a still more decided in- 
fluence ujK)ii a race secluded from others, and that accounted 
itself privileged to admit the intercourse of strangers. 
And what gave it its peculiar distinction ? The same, of which 
we have already treated, its language, and its original descent, 
Hs traditions, and its ancient privileges, the oracles and pro- 
phetick blessings of its patriarchs. Why did the Shemites des- 
pise Ham and Canaan? Because their ancestor degraded 
them, and the shame of a deed of villany was fixed upon their 
family. Why was it, that Ammon and Moab were placed so 
low by Moses, although at the same time, on account of their 
afilaity to the Israelites, he forbid their being injured ? It waa 



|^(^9e they were dwellers in eaves, and theoffsprmgof anln^ 
i^eibous intercourse, the reproach of which, according to tfaen* 
{Availing notions could never be removed from the family. 
How came it, that Israel in Egypt remains a distinct pec^le, 
than an Egyptian ruler, Joseph, with all his pre-eminence of 
rank among that people, numbered his sons, born of an Egyp- 
ti^ woman of high rank, with these poor herdsmen, and not 
with the Egyptians? If here be not pride of birth distinctly 
marked, it can be found nowhere. These poor herdsman had 
fathers, to whom tliey gave the highest honour, genealogical 
records extending even to Adam, which even under the se- 
verest oppression, they never failed to have their (scribes) 
to preserve and transmit. Why did Moses choose rather 
to suffer affliction and shame with his own people, than to 
enjoy honour in the land of Egypt, when he hiid respect to 
the origin from which he sprung? He saw the ancient pre- 
rogatives and claims of his race, and preferred to be its deli- 
verer, though with the greatest hazard, than, in the enjoyment 
of quiet and dignity, to become their oppressor. These gen- 
ealogies also, this ancestral pride, of an unmixcd race of 
herdsmen, has, together with their primitive language, pre- 
served to us, free from foreign mythologies, which they regard- 
ed as idolatry and superstition, free from the mixtures of 
learned lore, which they despised, the ancient traditions of the 
race, and impressed upon their poetry the tendencies, which 
originally proceeded from the formal and oracular benedictions 
of their prophetick fathers. In the jumble of nations, which 
existed in Europe, no such ancient monuments and pure an- 
cestral poetry was possible. In Idumea, where patriarchal prin- 
ces reigned, and where they followed a severe and laborious mode 
of life, poetry, also, as the book of Job shows, maintained, in 
a language originally the? same, a severer and more sustained 
character. 

6. In order to preserve and continue genealogical records, 
writing was obviously necessary, and I have found pronable ev» 



that alphabetical writing was invented in connei^ 
Wj^ this and for this purpose, at a very early period. It'vM 
necessary to designate names, on which the whole wa^ bnSt, 
and, since the sensuous image of the most remarkable cir- 
cumstances in a man’s life was not sufficient for this purpose, 
there was an effort to combine such an image and a sound h>- 
gether. Thus originated the characters of the most ancient 
alphabets, and at the same time the names of those charac- 
ters. Beth, the second letter of the Hebrew alphabet, means 
a house. In form it was made to resemble a house, and at 
the same time, by chance perhaps, the opening of the mouth 
in articulating it, and so of other letters. The alphabet must 
be very ancient, for it seems to have been formed at the same 
time with the language itself. In these remarks I do not 
mean to give the Hebrew praise which is not due to it. It is 
undoubtedly a sort of infantile language, that has not received 
a progressive development like the Greek and Latin, but its 
plan was large, well defined, and wisely arranged. Its let- 
ters, though imperfect marks, fitted rather to recal the known, 
than to teach the unknown, were sufficient to determine the 
radical forms Cf the language, their inflections, and relations, 
and, since all ancient nations uttered their wwds with strong 
accents, the completion of the most ancient prosody was ef- 
fected by placing, where it was necessary, a few marks to de- 
signate these over the letters. It is sufficiently proved, indeed, 
that the accents of the most ancient languages were not like 
our accents, but distinctions of sound of a higher order and re- 
sembling musical notes; yet by means of these, within the brief 
space of the parallelism, the simplest kind of artificial rhythm 
was produced. 

7. All these peculiarities and early advantages induce the 
belief, that the commencement of human cultivation arose, 
not from chance, or the mere throw of contingencies among a 
brute herd, but from paternal care and a Divine Providence. 
And as little as I am able or would venture to designate the 
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IlDde, in which thi&t Divine aid was vouchsafed, still less 
would I venture to doubt or deny its reality. If we had more 
numerous written monuments of ancient nations, or if we 
found them among uncultivated tribes of the present day, this 
origin would undoubtedly be confirmed by greater variety of ev- 
idence. As here narratives are given in simple childlike tones, 
so it would be found among other nations modified by their pe^^ 
culiar modes of thought. Thus here every thing proceeds from 
the first original impulse, and the Hebrew race claim no merit, 
but for transmitting, by their language, climate, and mode of 
life, these original impressions unmixed and unsophisticated to 
later times. These appear to me the subjective grounds, 
which have produced and moulded the original memorials of 
this people, and the eye of providence cannot here be mista- 
ken or denied. 
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CALUNGAND OFFICE OF THE PROPHETS. 

Of the calling of Moses. 

1. Thb appearance of God to men. Fire was the constant symbol of 
the manifestation of the Divine presence* What was meant by the aa. 
gel of God, the angel of his presence. Of God’s appearing to Moses, to 
the Elders of Israel, to Elijah, to Isaiah, E:£ekiel and Daniel. Com- 
parison oi these with liis appearing in the most ancient times. Grada- 
tions of poetry in the development of images. What influence was ex- 
erted on Hebrew poetry by the circumstance that it was permitted to 
exhibit nopicturublc form of the Divine Being. 

The word of God to Moses ; to the later Prophets. Words and deeds 
according to the circumstances of the times, included in the duties of 
the Prophets. Power of the prophetick word. Whether the Prophets 
spoke from the impulse of their own arbitrary will. Form given to 
the Hebrew poetry by this earnest and determinative influence of in- 
spiration. Diversity of form at different periods. 

3. Signs and wonders exhibited by Moses. For what purpose, and 
with what effect. Those exhibited by later Prophets, in things exter- 
nal, and in themselves. Examples from Isaiah. 

What the name Prophet originally signified. How transferred to ora- 
cular language expressed in poetry and musick. Whether the Pro- 
phets in uttering their prophecies were in the exercise of reason. 
Passages from Isaiah. 

Appendi.T. Why Prophets w’cre peculiar to the Hebrews. 

Most of the Hebrew poets were sacred personages, wise men 
of the nation, Prophets, Let us point out and unfold some of 
the peculiarities of this vocation and cliaracter. As Mosei 
^ih his banishment was feeding his herds in the deserts of Ar- 
abia, he came to Horeb, the mount of God.* And the an- 
fal of the Lord appeared to him in a fiery flame from out of a 
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'bash. And God called him from out the flame and revea}^ 
himself to him, as the God of his fathers. He gave him wor& 
of commission for the deliverance of his people, and when 
Moses suggested doubts he gave him signs. Thus visions 
words and signs, as with the first and greatest of the Prophets ; 
so afterwards, either separately or together, were the creden- 
tials of his followers, and consequently also the soul of their 
poetry. It is important therefore to speak of these more ai 
large. 

1. The appearance, which drew the attention of Moses, wds 
a flame of lire in a bush. Let the import of this symbol in 
the nearer consideration of it be what it might, it was here a 
symbol of the present manifestation of the Divinity, which, 
under the circumstances of time and place, could not be man- 
ifested in a more simple form. What prominent and visible 
object w^as there in the Arabian desert, but here and there 
perhaps a tree, a dry and arid shrub ? Moreover, from the most 
ancient tinios, fire was in the East, and among almost all na- 
tions, a symbol of the Divinity, as from its brightness and other 
properties, it is well fitted to be. It was, also, generally in the 
poetry and the institutions of Moses, though without imagd 
worship and idolatry, a standing symbol of Jehovah. Thus God 
is often called by him a consuming tire, whose wrath burns 
even to the lowest deep. Under the same Ibrm, also, he ap^itof 
ed on Mount Sinai ; he went before the host of Israel in 
cloud of fire, sacred fire fell from lieaven and consumed the 
offering, and a cloud like fire rested over th(i sanctuary. In 
the Prophets and Psalms, these images also are customary. 

The God, who here reveals himself, assumes the name 
Jehovah, and is also called the angel of Jehovah.* Thiig 
Jehovah moved in the cloud before the camp of Israel, 
yet it was also the angel of God, Who went before Israel, and 
in other passages, the presence of God himself. Only an 


* Ex. iii. 2. 4. 6. — ^xiv. 19. 24. — xxxiii. 34. 
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ignorance of the spirit of Moses in these peculiarities fltf 
language, could have created a doubt here, or have foririeil 
different kinds of “ angels of his presence.” The Jehovah 
of Moses cannot himself be seen, when lie appears in the 
symbol of any natural object ; and this is, therefore, his angel, 
that is, his visible messenger, or according to the beautiful 
expression of Moses, the name of God is in it. As in the 
books of Moses it is so often and expressly said, that no man 
can see or represent to himself the face of God ; so on the other 
hand, the names of God arc carefully distinguished from this. 
Then, too, even in tiic natural import of the term, the face of 
God signifies “ the special providence and oversight,” which 
accompanied Isra(d, and so far as an outward sign of this 
presence was apparemt, this sign was denominated the mes- 
senger, the angel of his pres(?nce. 

To Moses, therefore, this divine manihistation was only a 
symbol. From his later history, we know how God refused 
to admit him to a vision of himself, tliough he spake with birr 
as friend with friend. ITc only passed before him, probablj 
in the violence of a tempest, and flashes of lightning, anc 
called forth a voice of praise* in view of liis deeds, and tin 
Divine attributes of his spiritual being. Among all the con 
ceptions of human genius, there are, I suspect, few situations 
sublime, as that so simply exhibited in this Divine narrative 

When Moses came within the sacred tent, 

The lofty cloud descended low, 

And stood before the door and spake w'ith him. 

And all ilie people saw the cloudy column 
Stand beforA the door, and all rose up, 

And bowed themselves each one before his tent. 

Jehovah spake with Moses mouth to mouth, 

As one holds converse with his friend. 

And Moses said to God, “behold, thou saidst to me, 

Lead forth this people,” but hast not showed me 

* Ex. xxxiii. 9 — ^93. xxxiv.l — 8. 
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Whom thou wouldst send to be my preseAt help, 
Thou saidst to me I know thee by thy name, 
And thou hast found favour in xny sight,” 

Jehovah said, ** my presence shall go with thee 
And I myself will give thee rest.” 

He said, ** if they presence go not with us, 

Then lead us up no farther hence, 

For whereby now shall it be known 

That I, and this thy people are received by thee ? 

If not by this, that thou dost go with us, 

And I and this thy people are distinguished 
From all the nations of the earth ?” 

Jehovah answered, “ even this I do for thcc, 
For thou hast found acceptance in my sight, 

And by thy name 1 know ihcc.” 

“ Then” I beseech thcc “ show me thy glory.’’ 
My goodness will I make to pass before thee. 
And will proclaim Jehovah’s majesty. 

For I arn rich in grace, wlinre I give grace. 

And filled Avith love towards those I love. 

But yet thou carist not see my face, 

For none can see my face and live. 

lie .said again, here is a place by me, 

Where thou shalt stand upon a rock. 

There shall my glory pass before thee, 

And tliou sliiilt stand within the cleft, 

My hand ericlosiiig thee as I pass by. 

Then I will take away my hand. 

And my back parts slmlt thou bchoh!. 

But my face shall not be seen. — 

And Moses rose up early in the iRorning, 

And went to f^inai as the Lord cominundcd him. 
And took tiic two stone tables in his haml. 

Then came down Jehovah in the clouds. 

And stood before him there. 

And proclulined Jehovah’s name. 

He passed by, Jehovah passed before him, 

And proclaimed “ The Lord, (he Lord God, 
Merciful and gracious, long suffering, 

Abundant in goodness and in truth, 

That keepeth mercy for thousands. 



Forgiveth iniquity» tranegressioo, and sin. 

But in whose sight the purest are unclean. 

He visiteth the wickedness of the fathers 
Upon their children, and their children’s children, 

Unto the third and fourih generation.” 

And Moses hastened, and bowed himself, 

And fell upon his face, and worshipped. 

In like ni.'ifiner lie manifested himself to the elders of Israel 
under outward forms, while in his essential heiiijyr ho could not 
be the object of sight, 

They saw the God of Israel, 

At his feet it was like glowing sapphire, 

To look upon like pure transparent sky. 

Although, however, an appearance of the invisible God hud 
no place in the primitive Jewish theology, and, when ho ap- 
peared umlor a symbolical Ibriii, that which was so manifested 
is called the angel of Jehovah, yet the Divine Being farther 
adapted himself to tlie apprehension of the later Prophets. 
They saw and descril)ed the manifestation which God gave 
of himself. But in this, too, we discover traits derived from 
Moses, who still remained the basis of the whole economy, va- 
;.ri€id only in accordance with the times, and the apprehensions 
of the different Prophets, In the beautiful manifestation made 
^^iplijah, the second Moses, upon the same Iloreb, ttie mount 
'of God, perhaps even in the same cleft of the rock, we cannot 
fail to recognize a resemblance to the description just now 
given. Forty days and nights he travelled to Iloreb the mount 
of God, and came to a cave and lodged there. And behold 
the word of the Lord *came to him, and said, What doest 
vjthpu here Elijah And when he had answered, the voice 
“ Go forth and place thyself upon the mountain before 
|fte face of Jehovah.”* 

And lo ! Jehovah passed before him ! 

A great and violent tempest, 


* 1 Kings inx, S — 13, 




That rent the Rtountaini, aad brake the rooke. 

Went forth before Jehovah, 

But Jehovah was not in the tempest. 

And after the tempest came an earthquake. 

But Jehovah was not in (he earthquake. 

And after the earthquake a fire. 

But .Tehovah was not in the fire. 

And after the fire came a still, small voice, 

And when Elijah heard the voice, 

He wrapped his face in his mantle, 

And went and stood in the door of the cave. 

And lo ! there came a voice unto him, 

And said, “ What docst thou here Elijah ?” 

Tli(^ vision would scorn designed to teach the Prophet, 
wlio, in his fiery zeal for reformation, would change every 
thing by stormy violence, the gentle movements of God^s provi- 
dence, and to exhibit the mildness and longsuffering, of which, 
ill tlie passage above given, the voice spoke to Moses. Hence , 
the beautiful chdiigc^ in the phenomena of the vision. — To the 
distinguislied Prophet Isaiah, God appeart^d as a king enthron- 
ed and ill his kingly temple : the prime ministers of his coutt 
.stand around : the Cherubim, over wliich, according to the 
ancient simple representation, he was wont to dwell, ar0 coBf 
verted into Seraphim, which derive their charactcristickep^- 
ly from the servants of the throne and partly from the priests 
of the temple. Tlie whole picture exhibits the regal magnifi- 
cence and dignity, which mark the style of Isaiah.* 

The year in which the king Uzziah died, 

I saw Jehovah sitting on a high upVifted throne. 

His train of glory filled the temple. 

And round the throne his servants stood. 

Six wings had each of these, f 

* Isa. vi. 1 — 4. 

t The wings of the Seraphim are derived from the Cherubim, 
their number increased, though the form of the animal, as 
name, is otherwise changed. Seraphim, acoording to the import of 
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With twain they covered their lice. 
With twain they covered their feet, 
With twain did they fly. 

\nd one cried to another and said, 
“Holy, hi(d 3 fi holy, ‘ 

Jehovah, God of hosts, 

The earth is full of thy majesty.*’ 

The foundations of the pillars moved 
At the voice of him that cried, 

And the temple was filled with smoke. 


The smoke here mentioned was the smoke of the burnt^ij^ft 
fering, to which are related also the glowing coals, and w 
foregoing ascription, for the magnificence of the king and^ll 
the temple are here associated together. To Ezechiel Goj 
appeared upon a moving throne in the clouds. The sapphire 
basement under his feet is taken from the vision of the elders 
^ described by Moses; the fiery form in which he manifested', 
it^self is also from Moses; except that this ancient seer did 
.behold God in humam form. The still later Daniel is 
^ of the Prophets, who ventured to represent God fully 
form of man. But even w itli him the appearance is in 
and not a distinct beholding. It is a figurative 
among other symbolical visions.^ 

This I saw, until the thrones wore raised, 

And the ancient of days enthroned, 

His garment was white as snow, 

The hair of his head like pi;re wool, 

His throne was like the fiery flame. 


ll^bick term, means lofty forms, nobles, princes, and they exhibit 
hie human form veiled with wings in token of reverence for their 
Four of their wings are thus employed, while the remaining two 
designate their office as swift messengers. The composition 
^ picture is in accordance with the spirit of Ipaiah, the elemontf 
1 Mosed and the Psalms. 


»Dan. vii. 9, 10, 
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Its wheels like burning fire. 

A fiery stream issued forth, 

And went before his face, 

A thousand thousand ministered to him, 

Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. 

The judgment was set, 

And the Books were opened. 

This picture, too, derives its several features from mount Si- 
nai, as they were exhibited in the benedictions of Moses, in 
^^merous Psalms, and even in the vision of Isaiah, and in 
ir^gard to the human form, as they were hazarded though in- 
distinctly by Ezechiel in the form of the enthroned Jehovah. 
'Thus the appearance of the Divine Being was, with the pro- 
gress of time more and more developed in sensuous images, 
of which the earliest periods of antiquity e.xliibit no traces. 
In Job, God is the high, the incomprehensible and inconceiv- 
able being; who speaks in the tempest and walks upon the 
revolving circle of the heavens. In tlu’ books of Moses lie 
can be looked upon only in his back parts, or in the out- 
ward manifestations of his being. He shows himself in his 
attributes alone, and in striking symbols. In the time of the 
patriarchs he was conceived by them as a herdsman ; to the 
sleeping Jacob he appeard as the father of the family, while 
the heavens, in which he dwelt, were the chambers of his 
house, from which his servants descended upon a ladder, aa 
seen in the vision of the patriarch. To Abraham he was a 
friend, making a visit of friendship, but denominated an angejl[| 
when he appeared in a visible form. The farther we 
the subject the more do symbols disappear, and as it seeup^# 
to me, the silent reverence of the infinite and ineffable .oj«|E 
increase. Even among the Prophets the appearance of (?0d 
in vision Was no necessary part of their calling to the prp^ 
phetic office. Samuel, next in order to Moses, God .cijl- 
ed only by a voice from his seat above the Cherubim, where 
no form appeared, and most of the others n^ceived the word 
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|f < 7 od unaccompanied by a visible manifestation. What this 
gave to the poetry of the Hebrews to distinguish it from the 
ut among all mythological nations^ is obvious of itself. It 
was the poetry of sages, not of mythological ghostseers and 
visionary idolaters. Hyms and epick poems, filled with vision- 
ary forms of Gods engaged in conflict, were not their work. 
The odes and songs of praise, which sing of God, praise him 
in his deeds, in the perfections of his works ; with symbolical 
forms of manifestation they were very sparingly adorned, and 
traces of these become more abundant in proportion as the prim- 
itive sublimity of poetry diminished. 

2. But still more important, than the appearance, was the 
word of God to Moses, the revelation of bis name, and the 
commission given lor the deliverance of his people. Of the 
name of Jeliovahwc shall speak in connexion with the giving of 
the law. That of which we now speak, the word of God, was 
the soul, as it were, both of the office and of the productions of 
the sacred poet. As given to Moses it was an obvious com- 
mission, and we find it the same also with the earlier Prophets. 
A command was given them containing not general precepts 
merely, but requiring immediate action. So spake Samuel ; 
so also the Seers of tlic time of David; so Elijah and Eli- 
sha. They required the fulfilment of a definite command, and 
hence I might call them Prophets of action, of deeds, to dis- 
tinguish them from the later Prophets, whose ])rophccies con- 
sirtcid more of general instruction and consolation, of reproof 
ftittd encouragement. This difference too was founded in the 
jffifferehcc of the times. The most ancient and most eminent 
jprhphet, Moses, could speak and do. His whole life was the 
luring word of God, was action. Of Samuel, as the Judge of 
tl^natioii, the same may he said. In later times the power 
,wa,s m the hands of the kings, and to the Prophets nothing was 
iiefi but the word ; a word however, m hich tlu’y rc'prescnt as ef- 
ficient deed, as a most living ajid energising agency. Hence 
we find so many images to represent thepowiT of the prophet- 
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ick word, which by a distant analogy also were 
spiritual efficacy of the word of God in general. 



It is called a" 


fire, a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces and again a 
quickening and refreshing dew and rain, as in the delightful 


image of Isaiah. * 


My thoughts are not as your thoughts, 

Nor my ways as your ways. 

As heaven is high above the earth, 

My ways arc higher than your ways, 

And my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as the ruin and snow come down from heaven. 
And return not thither, but water the earth, 

And make it bring forth leaf and herb, 

That it may give seed and bread to the sower. 

So is my word, that goeth out of my mouth. 

It shall not return to me void. 

But shall accomplish that which 1 please, 

And prosper in that whereto I sent it. 

So shall ye also go out from mo with joy. 


The term word of God,” itself often means among the He- 
brews, guidance, instruction, counsel, and action. 

As to Moses, at this early period, unhappily a twofold word 
was given, to deliver his own people, and previously nu- 
merous plagues to humble the proud and hard-hearted Egyp- 
tian, so it was also with the oracles of the Prophets. The im- 
port of them is twofold, made up of affliction and consolation, 
and of deliverance from evil and of punishment, and in both 
the acts of Moses often literally lie at the foundation. They 
inflict upon the rebellions and hostile nations all the plagues 
of Egypt, while they deliver, comfort, and avenge their owjoi, 
people with all the pictures of Divine guidance in the wilder- 
ness, of a delightful Canaan, and of a golden ago. Thb I 
am aware has with many given to the poets of Israel the names 
of misanthropes, imprecating curses upon the world, nor will 


♦Jsa. Iv, S—'IS, 
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that from the national pride of the Hebrews, the harsh 
expressions of many of their Prophets are liable to be misun- 
derstood and abused. It is not, however, true, that every Pro- 
phet and poet, according to his peculiar foeliiig and tempera- 
ment, from motives of private revenge and malicious humour, 
could scatter his blessings and curses. As ]\Ioses undertook 
his oiTice unwillingly, so the same was true of most of the 
later sages, who must be almost constr j’uied by necessity to 
the discharge oftlieir dut3% as Jeremiah, I'iZerhi'd and others. 
As no one is willingly a herald of sorrow, whe^i^ ho would 
choose to comm 11 !ii cute joy, so we see that the rness’i.ge, which 
most of the Projiljots liave to utter, which they treat as already 
in its accoinplislnnont, as inalter of fact, gives to themselves 
the greatest pain. No one in ihi.s res])ect is more an object 
of sympathy ami coinjiassioii than J(?remij:h. A soul of the 
tenderost sousibiliihjs wasdesliried to live in the vvf)rst of times, 
and to anticijiate liir his people still greater sorrows.* 

My bowt'ls, riiy bdwols! I'lnlillnd wiili pain, 

My vury [uiurt is full ofangiuhli, 

And yet I cannot hold my peace. 

My soul liiilli heard the suinul of irun.pets, 

'file sliout and alarm of war. 

Destruction, desolation, is cried. 

For all the land isdesolufc, 

My tents are suddenly spoiled. 

Iluw long shall I yet see the standard, 

And hear the sound of trumpets ? 

My foolish nation understand me not, 

Unwise children and void of sense, 

Wise to do evil, but never to do good. 

I look abroad upon the earth. 

And io ! it is desolate and waste, 

Upon the hcaven.s, and they have no light, 

I see the mountains, and they tremble, 

And all the hills are in commotion. 


• Jer. iv. 19 — 
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I behold and lo I there is no man, 

And all the birds of heaven are fled. 

I look and lo ! Carmel is a desert, 

And all its cities are laid waste 
Before the presence of Jehovah, 

Before the blast of his fierce anger. 

A Prophet, vvlio prefaces his sorrowful message with such an 
introduction, certainly does not herald it with a malicious joy, 
.and of such cordial and .syinpathetick feelings all the Prophets 
are full. Their souls expand again with the fresluiess of the 
rose, when tlie storm has passed, and their agonized sensibili- 
ty, relieved from a weight of oppression, exhibits then a seven- 
fold kindness and benevolence. 

That this energizing word,” this outspeaking of God by 
the mouth of a Prophet, gave to the poetry of the Hebrews a 
peculiar form, is manifest of itself. To them their oracles had 
the utmost certainty, and the most vivid impress of truth. 
They saw the things, which they proclaimed, already unfold- 
ing, and thus, they were regarded as seers, nay, even crea- 
tors of good and evil. They smote the land with the rod of 
their mouth, and their powerful word again gave it deliver- 
ance. God placed his message upon their lips, and breathed 
oil them with the fire of Divine inspiration. Inwardly prompt- 
ed by an irresistible impulse, they spoke also often against 
their natural inclinations, and with consequences painful to 
themselves, overmastered and urged forward by a higher pow- 
er. Oracles of this kind have little or nothing to correspond 
to them in the poetry of other nations. Here nothing was in- 
vented for pastime. The poet did not picture forth the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, or of Babylon, as a tragick representation. 
Had the poetical productions of the early sages and poets of 
Greece been preserved in greater purity, had we more unques^ 
tioned remains of their ancient theologians and Prophets, wa 
might find traces of that resemblance, which still undeniably 
remains in the language of Calchas, Cassandra in .dBschylus^ 
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ravid of those, who prophesied either in visions or at the moment 
;pf death. The later Prophets, who received their oracles only 
in figurative images, in enigmatical representations, and these 
usually in dreams, speak on that account with less power. 
God himself distinguishes the clear and unambiguous voice, 
with which he spake to Moses, from the revelations by vi- 
sions, figurative descriptions, enigmatical images, and dreams, 
and the distinction is sufficiently established and clear in the 
series of Prophets which are still extant. What the oracles of 
the Hebrew poets moreover, as comparcid with tluj poetry of 
other nations, lose in variety, in outward form and colouring, 
and in the play of fancy, they gain in the inward conscious- 
ness of truth, in godlike dignity, in sacred earnestness, and in 
these respects will always remain tiie admiration of the world. 

ij. To the hesitating and fearful Moses were given or 

miraculous manifestations, which were adapt'd to the super- 
stitious and conceited Egyptians, and designed to put to shame 
their wonder-working magicians. Tluise wonders had no 
more determinate aim than this, and do not belong insepara- 
bly to the prophotick office. The greatest of such miracle- 
workers were subject to he tried by tlu^ law of jVh)ses, and 
could be condemned to lieath, if they tanglit any thing con- 
trary to Jehovah. The earlh'r successors of Moses, Elijah 
and Elisha, performed miracles in the f)eriod of Israel’s weak- 
ness and idolatry, and these powers of tll(^ aiicicmt world seem- 
ed to furnish clear proof, as it were, of the victory and triumph 
pf God over the worshippers of Baal, as in the time of Moses 
bver the wise men of Egypt. Among the later Prophets, and 
those more jnoperly poetical in their character, the signs 
^hich they gave were of another kind. Instead of miracles, 
^ich supersede the laws of nature, the Prophet often employs 
jjj |^ daT and remarkable events to serve as suitable signs, that 
ifirj testimonies, accompanying his word, with which he com- 
mands attention or gives assurance of the truth of his declara- 
Hions. Of this sort, is the birth of a child, of which Isaiah 
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as a jJedge of the deliverance of the kingdom of 
which is determined with reference to the age of the cbildJ 
Here it was only the connexion between the two events that' 
was remarkable, because it was beyond the powers of merely 
human foresight. Whatever may be understood by the shad- 
ow on the sundial of Ahaz, its regress in the language of the 
Prophet, was a present sign of returning years in the life of 
Hezekiah, and therefore in that connexion a pledge of a fu- 
ture event, “ a sign.” This word has no higher sense and no . 
other dignity among Hebrew writers. Portents and omens 
were ascribed to foreign idolaters and false |)rophets, and a 
resort to them was forbidden. God reserved to himself his 
signs as pledges and assurances, or as inerms of rousing atten- 
tion to the word of Jehovah, and this only on account of un- 
belief. 

In many cases the Prophet himself was the sign, either by 
means of things, which ho was re([uired to set forth as symf3ols, 
or by fortuiKis which he experiencc'd. Of the first, examples- 
occur in Isaiah, Jereuiiah and Iloscui: of tlie second, P^zechiel, 
who lost his wife, tlie delighted’ his eyes, and especially Isaiah 
are witnessc's. As in the latter, througli the? last lialf of his 
book, the Isra(?litish natH)n is personiiied, as the servant and 
child of God in joy and in sorrow : so the Prophet himself as a 
servant of God, as a symbolical person chosen for this purpose, 
seems to sufler the whole burden ajid destiny of his 
In him, as an individual representation, God shows what iiS; 
the whole nation, by all the evils which they were doomed tqi 
suffer in the captivity, he exhibited to all otlicr nations. As 
the Prophet often feels himself in this to be placed as “ a sign,” 
we have hence occasions for those developments of the future, 
which are so affecting and so nearly connected with his per- 
sonal feelings, and which have led me to consider these chafK 
ters of Isaiah, as the evangelical part of the Old Testament 
The connexion between some of them, has indeed, been found^ 
•o difficult to discover, that in some cases it is hardly knoWJi?: 



of whom the Apostle is speaking. By the aid^of the connect* 
ing link, which has now been given, the personification of 
Israel in the person of the sympathizing Prophet, we shall find 
when treating of Isaiah a beautiful connexion in the train of 
thought, and a clear insight into the future. In short, vision, 
imn^ediate inspiration, and symbolical action, characterize 
these sacred poets, and will carry us hereafter to a better con- 
ception of the spirit of their poetry. 


But what is the import of the word Prophet ? Is it equivalents 
to vates, poet ? or was the Prophet in his original character, a 
bard, a wandering improvistore 1 or finally, were the Prophets 
men out of their wits, naked dervishes ? . Let us inquire into 
the conception attached to the word not by tracing etymolo- 
gies, which are always unsafe guides, but by observirigthe 
obvious use of the term at different periods of time. 

The word Prophet, first occurs in the passage* where God 
said to Abimelech, ‘‘ restore the man his wife, for he is a Pro- 
phet.” The word thus appears to have been known to Abim- 
elech, and since the people over whom he ruled, were of Egyp- 
tian origin, the ground of doubt is removed. Among the 
Egyptians the term was applied to the superior priests ; those 
who held intercourse with the Divinity, and were admitted to 
a knowledge of Divine mysteries, the interpreters of nature, in 
a word, those who were the mouth of the Gods. This is plain- 
ly the sense, in which the word Prophet occurs in the most 
ancient writings of the Hebrews. Abraham was represented 
to the king as a wise and holy man, entrusted with the coun- 
sels of the Deity ; and who must be preserved harmless, even 
in a strange land. Again, God says to Moses,t ** thou shah 
be a God, and Aaron shall be thy Prophet showing indis- 

♦ Gen. XX. 7. 

5 


t Compare Ex. vii. 1. with iii. 16. 
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putably, that a Prophet imports the mouth of God, the speaker 
of his word, the revealer of his mysteries. In this, its primi* 
tive and most proper sense, it often occurs in Moses and the 
Prophets, and indeed the whole prophetick character and 
claim, as exemidihcd in Moses, was founded on this*. ‘‘ A 
Prophet shall God raise up like Moses, who shall spcjiik to you 
in the name of God. Surely, the Lord will do nothing, but 
he revealeth his secret unto his servants the Prophets.*^ t 
The conception now given, obviously did not include that 
of a musician and poet. Neither Abraham nor .Varon were 
poets. Samuel, Gad, Nathan, Ahijah, Elijah and Elisha had 
nothing to do with poetry, though some of them were very 
distinguished Prophets. The oracles, which they gave, were 
in very plain and intelligible prose. On tlio other hand, Da- 
vid and Solomon were })<)ets, but not Prophets. The example 
of one,j: who called for a minstrel, in order as it is said, to 
awaken in hiinsoirthe gift of prophecy, has been greatly mis- 
applied. IJ(’ called him in order to calm and subdue his anger, 
under the intluenccj of which he was not master of the dictates 
of reason, much less capable of uttering a Divine Oracle. By 
tiie term seers, also, applied to the. Pro])hets in the times of 
S imuel and David, they were clearly distinguished from min- 
strels. They saw hidden things, looked into the future, and 
were what we call wise men, “ sages.” 

But, secondly, because these wise men, whether they spake 
of the past, the present, or tiie future, were the mouth of the 
Divinity; they spoke also the language of the Divine Being, 
that is, divinely oracular language, in a lolly ligiirative style, 
and so that came to be in nanio prophetick language, which 
was the most* elevated poetry. IV ho, in speaking in the name 
of God, would speak in a maimer unworthy of his majesty and 
dignity ? Who that is inspired speaks coldly and without ele- 

* Num. xii. 6. Deut. xviii. 15 — 20. xxxiv. 10. 
t Amos iii. 7. 1 Kings xxii. 22. 23. Jer. v. 13. 12 Kings iii. 15< 
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vation ? Did not the Pythia think it necessary to utter her 
oracles in verse, though it were of the worst style of verse ? — 
The origin of this notion shows itself from what was said .above, 
but only as an incidental and derivative sense. In all lan- 
guages poets are called vates ; but only because they were ori- 
ginally considered as divinely inspired seers, and rovealers of 
the future, and because some noble and good men among them, 
were in reality, the instruments of Divine providence. 

Nothing, tlieret<)re, is more natural, than that the uttering 
of Divine Oracles should, in process of time, be denominated 
prophesying, as we now daily use the word ‘‘ preaching,” 
when we speak of a discourse uttered with tjic preacher’s tone 
and inauner. The evil spirit came u])on Saul, and he pro- 
phesied, that is, he uttered, amidst his mad ravings, lofty in- 
deed, but irrational expressions. We know from various evi- 
dences ol‘ it, tliat poetry and irmsick liad great power over him, 
and this power manifested itself, in his present weakness. 
The schools of tlie j)rophets, those ancients of Israel, also par- 
took of th(3 inspiration, and prophesied, i. e. spoke in lofty 
style, as Prophets were accustomed to speak. Miriam, Debo- 
rah, and others were Prophetesses, because tliey liad a poetic- 
al inspiration, and inspired, especially sacred poetry, was al- 
ways deemed of supernatural and Divine origin. 

And l)ecanse, in the third place, at that period of the world 
musick and poetry were associated, and even the [)oet and musi- 
cian often united in the same person, it was (piitc natural also, 
that the notion of oracular discourse should he extended even 
to this art. Asaph and If email prophesied upon stringed in- 
struments, that is, they uttered in their songs sacred and lofty 
sentiments, they resolved, as they themselves say, the dark pro- 
blems of wisdom by the sound of the harp. Poetry never 
produces so powerful an effect, as when it is supported by mu- 
sick, and the sacred feeling, which is diffused by both arts 
combined, is enthusiasm. But it does not follow, therefore, 
every Prophet had his instrument by his side, or that hii 
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flame and office distinguished him as a minstrel. The pro- 
phet Balaam, with his sublime and oracular declarations, spoke 
without an instrument, and the far feebler language of many of 
the later Prophets, which almost sinks to the level of prose, 
was scarcely fitted for musick. They carefully distinguished 
lyrick song from their prophetick style. 

Finally the Prophet, and the man of disordered intellect are 
not the same. We must greatly mistake the lofty and political 
character and sentiments of Isaiah, if we consider him abandon- 
ed by reason. That many of their symbolical acts must appear 
very strange, they themselves confess, and this was the very aim 
of their actions. Under the guise of folly was cpncealed a deep 
and important meaning, and if the expression,* insanire cum 
sapientia, could ever be applied with propriety, it was here. 
They were, at all events, often the object of sarcasm to the 
vulgar, and of supercilious contempt to godless kings. While 
Jehovah was an object of reproach, oracles uttered in his name 
and containing severe admonitions would he counted folly and 
madness. But alas! the event gave sufficient evidence of 
their truth. 

Jehovah gave to me the tongue of the learned,* 

That 1 might know to speak in season 
A word to them that are weary. 

He waked me morning by morning, 

He made mine ear to hearken, 

As scholars hearken to the wise. 

Jehovah spake to me in mine ear. 

And I rebelled not, neither resisted him. 

I gave my back to those that smote me, 

And my cheeks to them that insulted me, 

Nor hid my face from shame and spitting. 

My God Jehovah stood by me. 

And therefore was I not confounded, 

But hardened my face like flint. 

And knew I should not be ashamed. 


♦Isa. 1,3. 



Sinea ha ia naar that jnatifiath ma, 

Who ia ha that will contend with me f 
Lot ua atand together in judgment ! 

Let him, who ia against me, come near ! 
Behold, Jehovah ia my helper, 

Who is he that condemn eth me 7 
They all shall wax old as a garment, 

The moth shall consume them 1 
Who is among you, that feareth Jehovah, 
And obeyeth the voice of his servant. 
But walketh in thick darkness, 

And seeth no light ? 

Let him trust in Jehovah, 

And cast himself upon his God. 

Behold all ye that kindle a fire. 

That compass yourselves with sparks. 

Go walk in the light of your fire. 

And by the sparks which ye have kindled. 
One movement of rny hand upon you* 

And yc shall lie down in sorrow. 


* How simple and unambitious, yet how sublime an expression ! The 
Prophet but lifts his hand and their lights are quenched. They lie down 
sadly dejected upon the earth and in darkness. 



THE PROPHETS. 


My inmost soul your sainted spirits greets ; 

Ye true and faithful messengers of God! 

Take now, amidst your palmy groves, that rest. 
Which lloreb, Zion, Carmel never gave. 

How manifold the gifts ye gave of old 
To your primeval ages! Laws and rites 
Divine, and faith, and solemn services 
Your mouths imparted free as living streams. 

To states prosperity and steadfast rule, 

And customs wise and good by you were given. 

For great in soul, exalted far above 

I’hc present limes, and freed from vulgar fears. 

Ye stood superior to the idle cares. 

And senseless turmoil of the busy throng, 

And backward far and forward cast your view, 

And saw the heavenly light of ages shine. 

The light of ages, streaming tlirough'all time. 
Enkindled in your souls a heavenly lire. 

That, glowing long obscure, sent forth at length 
A glorious light for nations yet unborn. 

For ye applied, within your lioly eaves. 

Your ear confidingly to catch the sound 
Of that small voice, to which at dead of night 
And early dawn, your wakeful hearts were tuned. 

Like gentle showers from heaven, tJiiis gently came 
Those tones, which yet with all the tempest’s force, 
Awoke the slumbering world, as if the past 
And future limes had sent their murmurs there. 
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Again I greet you, with exulting voice, 

Ye guileless souls, that in the liands of God 
Like harps responded, and expressed his will. 

Revealed the future and his laws enforced. 

Oh thou, who on the holy mount thyself * 

Didst lift above thy people and thine age, 

And sec, amid the thickest smoke, that light, 

That wisdom now and glory gives to all. 

And thou, whoso kindling spirit summoned fires 
From heaven, and from the dead the widow’s son, t 
Thou too, who didst behold Jehovah clothed 
With heavenly brightness and with glory crowned ; t 

Ye mourners, who with deepest sadcst tones 
And tears of anguish uttered forth your griefs; || 

And yc, who at the Prophets* setting sun 
111 shadowy twilight savvtiic promised times 

Ye Prophets all, who now in purer light, 

Escaped I'rom inward and from outward thrall, 
llreatlic tranquilly in palmy groves that peace, 

Which Iforob, Zion, Carmel never gave; 

What now do I beliold ? In friendly guise 
Commingled with you are the wdse and good 
Of other nations, friends of (iod on earth, 

'File Druids, Orpheus and Pythagoras, 

And Plato, and whoe’er by wholesome laws 
Has proved his jieople’s father and their guide, 

Has listened to the voice of God in truth, 

And yoilded up to God a guileless heart. 

* Moses, t Elijah, tlsaiah. || Joreniiah and others. ^ Daniel and 
others. The evening or setting .sun of the Prophets moans the closing 
period of the Prophets. 
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APPENDIX. 

Reasons why Prophets were peculiar to the Israelites. 

The existence of Prophets among the Hebrews, as their 
peculiar privilege, it has seemed to me, may also be shown to 
be connected with the pcculiaritie's of their history. As it was 
a matter of ancestral pride, that they had their Origines, which, 
distinguished with marks of peculiar favour by the creator, 
went back even to the beginning of the world, so this sacred 
treasure of the family, by which they were so distinctly char* 
acterised, was manifest in the mode of thinking and the histo- 
ry of their most honoured patrijirchs. Seth, Noah, Shem may 
be referred to as examples, and Abraham was remarkably dis- 
tinguished by this characteristick. He left his country in or- 
der to serve the God of their fathers in a region where a Mel- 
chisedeck yet lived. 

But to be more particular, the following circumstances 
should be noticed as connected with the history of this subject. 
1. The head of the family, was, in the early periods of Hebrew 
history , the of his household, and at the same time the guar- 

dian of the religious ceremonies and sanctuary of the family. 
In relation too to such men as Abraham, the denomination of 
a Prophet, that is, of one entrusted with the Divine counsels, 
and, what is of still higher import even that of a friend of 
God, was by no means hyperbolical. Even in the book of 
Job a Prophet occurs, and throughout that work a religious 
tone prevails, which was the sacred impress of the primeval 
world. All wisdom in the East proceeded from God, all piety 
and devotion turned the mind to him. 

2. Israel went down to Egypt, and here we know all re- 
ligion had become already a matter of political management 
and state-craft.. Their Prophets were an organised society of 
priests. As Moses was instructed in the wisdom, which they 
taught, and now learne^ that the l^ue sources of that, which led 
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to communion with God, were to be found among his own an- 
cestors, so when God appeared to himself, and employed him 
AS his instrument, no better word was in use, by which to de- 
signate his office than the word Prophet, Prediction, or the 
foretelling of future events, was as little thought of with him 
as with Abraham. The word signilied a man, through whom 
God spake, and by whose instrumentality he accomplished 
his purposes. Could the worthiest object be designated by a 
more appropriate name? lias the Divine Being a nobler 
work among men than their cultivation ? And was not he 
who undertook to advance this in those early times, amid ob- 
stacles apparently boundless, and with no human support, 
whether he did it as a teacher, or as an actor on the stage of 
life, was he not truly a man of God, a genius of humanity ? 
Let one but look at those nations, which have remained be- 
hind or sunk into a savage state ; observe to what a condition 
of horrible depravity human nature sinks, wlieu it is not forced 
upward by a living power and aroused from its gloomy lethar- 
gy, and he will then be able to «apprecinto the services of those 
early guardians of our race, who diffused the eid ightening in- 
fluence of tluiir spirits over succeeding agiis, embraced nations 
within the compass of tlioir affections, and, even against tJieir 
will, raised them from degradation with agiaiit power. Such men 
the Divine Being has scattered sparingly in the world. They 
form not mere liuman and worldly institutions, but they sup- 
ply what the necessities of our being rc([tiirc, and heaven 
permits tliem, like the stars of night, to sliim; in a sphere far 
exalted above their fellow men. They offer up their lives in 
order to carry into effect, to execute that word and dved^ 
with which as a divine commission they have been intrusted — 
animm magnaj prodigi. That Moses represented in this 
sense the genius of liumanity there can be no doubt. 

3. They also, who were his helpers for the accomplishment 
of his work were, filled with a portion of that spirit, which 
rested on him. ^‘God took of the spirit of Moses and laid it 
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on them” according to the simple expression of the original. 
Nor was this great man envious of the favours imparted to 
them, but wished rather, that all the people were partakers of 
tlic same vspirit. Thus were those men of prudence and un- 
derstanding, who were to judge Israel, filled with the Spirit of 
God. So also the work-masters of the tabernacle, because 
by their art tln^y contributed to the completion of his work. 
Ho expressed moreover the hope, that since the purpose of 
his law continued unaccomplislied, a Prophet would be raised 
up like unto himself, who should carry his work forward to its 
ultimate perfection. All that contributed to the well being, 
to the illumination, the freedom and security of the jieople of 
Jehovah, was excited and organized for its end by the Spirit of 
Jehovah, as the examples of the Judges clearly prove. This 
may lie n'garded as a b(‘autifnl and striking peculiarity of the 
nation. 

4. But as the noblest and best things of this world are lia- 
ble to abuse, so also was the name of Prophet. Oratores le- 
gis, advocati ])atria? it was their duty to be, and tiiey became 
in proc(*ss of time pri(*sts of Baal, false Prophets, so that Mi- 
cah and Elijrili found themselves in their times alone as wit- 
nesses of the (iod of truth, and Amos desires not to be denom- 
inal(?d a Projilict. It was with his office, as it is with all offi- 
ces so soon as they become a mere mccJianical employment. 

5. Again let no one create difficulties for himself neither in 
regard to prophetick visions, nor with respect to wonders and 
signs, as connected with prophetick history. Both were inciden- 
tal and not indispensably necessary to the calling of a Pro- 
phet. The foregoing treatise has shown, that the Divine Be- 
ing is represented with more and more traces of outward and 
sensuous magnificence the more debased the times became, 
and the more the human spirit needed the exciting influence 
of striking representations. As the word of God became less 
effectual by the simplicity of its inherent power and energy, 
it drew to itself more of the incidental and the external. And 
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finally we must interpret prophetick signs and wonders accord- 
ing to the usus loquendi of the East. Whatever is extraordi- 
,nary and strikingly significant is denominated a sign, even a 
book, a writing, a poem, an artificial expression, how much 
more a remarkable event or exciting phenomenon of the 
times. To such tlic attention of these si^os was directed, and 
when they addressed the people they placi'd them in the most 
striking light, '^hey were the mouth of Providence, and saw 
and interpreted that which Providence exhibited to their view. 

6. It is, moreover, a vain attempt to aim at penetrating and 
working ourselves into tlie subjective condition of the Prophets, 
when the spirit of the times has been so entirely changed. 
Among the Prophets themselves, the modes of inspiration were 
diverse, according to the particular age, in which they lived, 
and the peciiliaritio.s of the individual mijid. How then shall 
wc, or how can we, by all our distinctions, determine how the 
soul of Moses, of Elijah, of Isaiah was alfected and condi- 
tioned by the proj)lietick spirit, wliicb was imparted to it? 
Wc, who know indeed, scarc<dy more bow it was with the 
subjective being of Pythagoras, of Calcbas, or of Horner. If 
we knew this, why might we not form our own souls aflrT the 
same moili‘1, and produce works, which, so far as their rela- 
tion to the Divinity is concerned, might shame a Homer, an 
^schyliis, or a Pindar. What reverence for the Gods do 
we find in them, ami here and there wliat sublimity and dig- 
nity, approaching almost to that of the Prophets ! — It not only 
explains nothing to refer this to suj)crstition, and that to a 
heated fixncy, &.c., but it prevents our contemplating and 
using their works in the right spirit ; for in all that is referred 
to the so called power of imagination in them, there is much 
of wisdom. Let us leave to each Prophet and sago,- the free 
enjoyment of his own individual style of representation, and of 
writing, as we must leave to him his age and its characteris-^ 
tick aims, while we employ the fruits of his spirit only, for the 
benefit of our own times. 
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DIVINE GUIDANCE IN THE DESERT. 

The History of Moses considered as a subject for epick poetry. Its infltt* 
ence on the poetry of the Hebrews. Idomatick representations of de- 
liverance out of great waters, of blooming deserts, and of the Shechi- 
nah. The 114th Psalm. -Moses* triumphal song at the Red Sea* Ap- 
pearance of God on Mount Sinai. Personification of the flames of 
fire upon the mountain, as a retinue of angels, as a warlike host, and as 
chariots of war. God of Sabaoth. Origin of this name. Its signifi- 
cation ns extended in later times. The triumphal march of God as in 
the 68th Psalm. What we are to understand by the pillar of fire and 
the pillar of cloud, and by the smoke and fiery splendours of Sinai. 
Whether the passage of the Israelites through the sea is a mythical 
representation. How it was applied by the Hebrews. Habakkuk’s 
song of laincntation, accompanied with remarks. 

It has been matter of wonder to me, that among so many 
heroick poems in our language on subjects of Hebrew histo- 
ry, we have yet none in which Moses is tlic hero. The de- 
liverance of his people from bondage, and the forming of them 
to the purest system of religions worship, and the freest po- 
litical organization of those early times, would be, as it seems 
to me, a nobler theme than the horrors and extravagances of 
war and knight errantry. The most ancient lawgiver, of 
which we have any knowledge, combined, in the organization 
of bis work, ideas, which even at the present day, are in many 
respects still uncomprehended, and above our reach. The 
history of his life is full of the most remarkable vicissitudes. 
Born and brought up in Egypt, he went into voluntary exile 
from patriotick motives. His calling in the wilderness, the con- 
troversy of the God of his fathers with Pharaoh and the wise 
men of Egypt, the Exodus of the people, and their passage 
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through the sea, the pillars of fire and of a cloud, the giving 
of the law, the wonders wrought in Arabia, together with the 
distant view of the promised land; all this would furnish a siil)- 
ject, which, by the richness and variety of its materials ilcrived 
from nature, art, religion, customs, and nations, and an accom- 
paniment of the marvellous, that is at the same time full of 
nature, would almost of itself, assume the li)rin of an ej)ic, that 
is, of an ancient inoral and heroic narrative. Yet, 1 would 
wish, by this brief exposition to excite to such an undertaking, 
not a German, but a German Hel)rew. To ]»im the subject 
is a national one. His more unbiassed and more early ac- 
quaintance with the ])oets of his nation, mu.st give to the work 
more simplicity in liis mind, than could be expected of a Ger- 
man scholar. We have th<j books of Moses, and if we le.ive 
out the genealogical rcgi.steirs and tlie incidental matters, and 
arrange in proper order those which arc most original, in a 
style of poetical freedom, and simplicity, vve m*cd jiothing far- 
ther to make a heroic poem of the deeds and laws of Moses, 
of the most ancient and authentic form. 

Since we have already spoken of tlu^ calling of Moses, vve 
will now proceed to treat briefly of his doings, of his conduct- 
ing his people out of Egypt, his passage through tin* srvi, and 
his journey through the Arabian desert. Obviously, this is 
the heroic ag(i of llcbrOvV poetry. When the Psalms cele- 
brate in Ibrmal order the wliolc scries of the works of God, 
they commence, after the general work of creation, with the 
national benefits bestowed upon Israel, among which the de- 
liverance out of Egypt, the journey through Arabia, and the 
conquest of Canaan hold the most distinguished place. The 
104th — 107th Psalms are all one, and upon this subject. 
Their division into distinct Psalms is only for the convenience 
of shorter divisions, and on account of the musick. In the 
135th and 136th, which I consider more ancient than those 
before mentioned, this preference for the history of Moses ia 
still more noticeable. They are undoubtedly, of the age of 
G 



Asaph and David, as is shown by the 68th and 7Sth, which 
very nearly resemble them. In the Prophets, the most favour- 
ite and almost all the figurative language throughout, is drawn 
from the times of this strange and remarkable history. 

When Israel was a child,* 

Then I loved him and called him, 

As my son out of Egypt. 

Ephraim also I taught to go, 

And took them by their arms, 

In leading strings conducting them, 

And led them^as a child with care, 

And took the yoke of bondage oH*. 

I was thy God from Egypt forth. 

Thou knewestfio other God, 

And no deliver but me. 

In the wilderness I fed ihce, 

There in their pastures were they full. 

Tliey were full, their heart was proud, 

And they forgot their God. 

The images here arc all from the song of Moses, as also the 
affectionate designation of first born son is derived from his 
history. That Israel is tluj child of God, and chosen of him 
among all nations, is the favourite designation employed by 
Isaiah, from the 4‘2d chapter to the end of the book. The 
highest interest of these passages escaj)os, when we neglect to 
bear in mind tliat primeval and wojiderlid history of the na- 
tion. I have often wondered why it was, that in the Psalm.s 
and Prophets we meet witli so many images of the depths of 
the sea, from which God wrought deliverance, of streams, 
through which he is said to wade, wdiile Canaan had so little 
immediate connexion with the sea. It is obvious, that these 
images arc all derived from the Red Sea and the river Jordan, 
through which God in a miraculous manner conducted his 
people ; and hence, the general image conveyed by this histor- 


* Hosea, xi. 



Seal fact became a customary and idiomatical expression. 
“ He delivered me, he brought me up out of great waters,” is 
in the writings of David the symbol used in relation to all 
dangers. Thus, among those, to which he apj)lics it, he pic- 
tures the tempest and the helping hand of God, extended from 
the clouds. Commentators seem to mo injudicious, when 
they seek always to refer these images to particular events in 
the history of his life. It was a received national symbol of 
deliverance, referred to, and deriving its import from tlie his« 
tory of their marvcikms triumphs. To the same origin are 
to be referred all those forms of expression, in which God is 
said tf) give this and that pcMjple for Israel, and to offer up na- 
tions for their sake. When the Prophet explains himself, it 
is always Egypt, that is given up for Israel, and the sacrifice 
of this he applies with (iffcct to other case's. Similar remarks 
may be made in regard to the deserts, which God makes ])Iains 
and fruitful fields ; images in which were clothtd even the re- 
turn from captivity, ami the delights of a corning golden ag(i. 
I must go through a great, though perlia|)s, the most delight- 
ful part of Isaiah, and of other Prophets, if I would furnish all 
the rich examples that occur, to ilhistrato these views. We 
find extxmded, indeed, even to the future worhl the images de- 
rived from the deliverance out of Egypt, the passage through 
the Red Sea, the Feast of Tabernacles, the Sechiriah, which 
dwelt above them, and Canaan the object of tlieir hope.s, and 
in the Revelation of 'John, an exquisite abridgment of all the 
Prophets, they are exalted to the highest point of dignity. To 
a young man, who would understand the P.salms and Prophets 
in their true spirit, I might give it, inded, as a general rule, 
superseding all others ; “ read Moses ! read the Mosaic histo- 
ry !” A single word ocenring in this poetry, often gives oc- 
casion for the finest poetical development through entire, 
chapters. What Homer is to the Greeks, that Moses is in his 
relation to the Hebrews. 

Of plagues of Egypt we shall speak hereafter. At pre^ 
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sent we shall only notice some of the triumpnai songs, design- 
ed to celebrate the deliverance from Egyptian bondage, and 
the wonders connected with it. 


A HEBREW ODE FROM THE HISTORY OF THE HEROIC 
AGE. 

4 The 114tli Psalm. 

When Israel went from Egypt forth, 

The house of Jacob from a strange people, 

Then .Turlah was his sanctuary. 

And Israel his dominion. 

The sea beheld and fled, 

Jordan was driven back, 

IMic mountains leaped like rams, 

'Pile hills, they skipped like lambs. 

What ailed thee, O sea, that thou Hoddest, 

'Phoif .lord an that thou drewe^st back, 

Yo inouiKaiiis, that yo leaped like rams, 

Ye hills, that yo skipped like lambs ? 

Before the Lord the earth did quake, 

Bolbro the presence of the God of Jacob, 

Who turned the rock to living water, 

'Pile flinty stone to a flowing fountain. 

Thispsnlin is oiio of the (iiiostodos in tiny Itinguagc. Tho 
abnipl brevity, with whicli eticli particuhir is expressed, the 
astonished admiration ascribed to the sea, to Jordtm, to the 
mountaiiLs, ajtd liills, and repeated in the interrogatory form, 
the .sublime explanation, that it all proceeded from a single 
glance of Jehovah, who looked upon them from the clouds, a 
look, which converted rocks and stones to streams and living 
fountains, all these give ns, in the compass of this little ode, 
the substance of a long description. 



The passage of the Red Sea produced the most ancient and 
sonorous song of triumph, which we have in this language. 
It is, a choral ode, one voice describing perhaps the acts 
themselves, those of the clioriis striking in and as it were re- 
echoing the sentiment. Its structure is simple, full of allitera- 
tion and rhyme, wliich I could not give in our language without 
doing violence to it, for tlie Hebrew, from the simplicity of its 
forms, is full of such harmonious correspondencies of sound. 
Flowing and prolonged words but few in number float upon 
the air, and terminal; for the most part in an obscure mono- 
syllabic sound, that formed perhaps tlie burden of the chorus. 
Here is a feeble imitation of the untranslatable but most an-* 
cient triumphal ode in any language. 

SONG OF :VIOSES AT THE RED SEA. 

Then san^f Moses and the children of Israel 
This song unto the Lord, 

And they spake saying, 

I will sing unto the I^ord, 

For ho hath triumphed gloriously, 

The horse and hi;* rider hath he thrown 
Into the depths of the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, 

He is become my .salvation. 

He is luy God uud I will praise him. 

My father’s (iod, and I will exalt him.. 

Jehovah i.s a man of war, 

.Tchovah is his name. 

Pharaoh’s chariots and his host 
Hath he cast into the scu, 

The choicest of his c?, plains 
Are Slink into the rcmly sea. 

The floods havo covered them, 

They sank into the depths, 

Like a stone. 

Thy right hand, O Jehovah, 

Hath shown itself glorious in majesty., 

Thy right hand, O Jehovah, 

6 * 




Hath dashed in pieces the enemy. 

By thine exalted power 

Thou dashest those ^hat rise against thee. 

Thou sentest forth thy wrath, 

It consumed them like stubble. 

At the blast of thy nostrils, 

The waters were gathered together. 

The swelling flood stood up like heaps,^ 

The w’avcs were congealed 
In the depths of the sea. 

The enemy said I will pursue, 

Will seize, will divide the spoil; 

My soul shall glut itself with them. 

My sword will I draw out. 

And utterly destroy them. 

Then breathed thy wind, 

The sea covered them. 

They sank as lead 
In the mighty waters. 

Who is like to thee O Lord ! 

Who, among the Gods? 

Who is like thee glorious in holiness, 

Fearful in praises, doing wonders. 

Thou stretcliedst out thy hand. 

The earth swallowed them up. 

With gentle hand thou leddest forth 
The people which thou hadst redeemed. 

Thou guidcst them with strength 
(Into thy holy habitation. 

The nations hear thereof and tremble, 

Grief seizes on the dwellers in Philistia, 

The princes of Edom are amazed, 

The heroes of Moab are seized with dread. 

The dwellers in Canaan are melting away. 

Iiet fear and dread fall upon them, 

The terrors of death from thy mighty arm.. 

Let them be motionless as a stone, 

Till thy people, O Lord, pass over, 

Till thy people pass, whom thou hast redeemed. 

Bring them in O Lord, 

Plant thy people 



Upon the mount of thine inheritance^ 

The place of thy habitation, 

Which thou hast made ready for thyself. 

The sanctuary, which thy hands have made. 

Jehovah reigns forever and ever. 

The song perhaps terminated here, and the following was 
only a brief recapitulation of the contents. 

Forth marched the horse of Pharaoh and his chariots, 

He went with his horsemen down into the sea. 

Then brouglit Jehovah upon them 
The returning waves of the sea. 

The tribes of Israel passed dry 
Through the midst of the sea. 

So that these lines were a sort of brief memorial, such as 
every one might retain in memory concerning the whole 
event, If passages occur in this song such as we should 
suppose could not yet have boon sung there, lot it be borne in 
mind, that tlm temple, tlie sanctuary, and tlie land, to which 
they were journeyitig, were in the mind of God and of Moses 
already present, and tliat Moses by these anticipated as it 
were in triumph the institutions and regulations, which were 
to be formed. 

This song, of which I have given but a feeble echo, gave 
their tone to the triumplial songs of tin; I;lol)rcws, as the song 
of Deborah and the (58th Psalm ov iiice. The rythmical move- 
ment is animated by tlie same ciesiiras and cadences and by 
the same lively correspondencies of sound. The frequent 
exclamations, the ofl r(*curriiig 

Praise to Jehovah ! 

Sing praises to Jehovah 1 

the excitations addressed to tlie hearers, or the singers them- 
selves, which at intervals interrupt, or rather animate the cur- 
rent of thoughts anew, form as it were the stave, on which 



the historical song is arranged. In the Psalms the hallelujajk 
grew out of this, as an animating and joyous shout of the 
chorus, known to many nations in nearly the same form, and 
by the Hebrews consecrated to their Jah or Jehovah. 


The appearance of God upon Sinai is in the simple descri}>. 
tion of Moses itself fearfully sublime,* and it was therefore 
very naturally, that it became the subject of the most mag- 
nificent poetry. Moses had it distinctly in his thoughts, when 
he wrote his benedictions, t and liere too he speaks as one 
holding close communion witli God, wlio derived pleasure and 
instruction from things the most fearful. The most High in 
liis majesty, and his hand armed with liglitniugs is in his con- 
ceptions a father, and the teacher of his assembled children. 
The s(3qucl will develope this more fully. At present we re- 
mark oidy, that the appearance of God upon Mount Sinai 
gave occasion for f)erson idea dons, which adorn the whole 
body of Hebrew poc.-try. TJie splendour and the burning ra- 
diance, in which God was manifested, became, in the lan- 
guage of poetry, angels, orders and retinues, in the midst of 
which the Law was given. Even Davidt formed them into a 
warlike encampmenr, andDanieKJ tlienmade these ten thousand 
thousand around the most High servants obedient to his com- 
mand. A series of Rabin ical .subtiltios, representing the Law 
as given and uttered forth by angels, is Ibuiided upon the same. 

As Jehovah moved from Sinai in the character of a God of 
war, to fight for Israel, it was in accordance with it, that this 
host accompanied him. Thus, he appears in the song of Deb- 
orah, where the stars in battle array lought for Israel, § and I 
doubt not that hence tlie exalted name of God, Jehovah Saba- 
oth, bacanie a distinct ajid peculiar designation with the He-* 


* Ex. xix. 20. + Deut. xxxiii. 2. t Pa. xlvii 18^ 
(I Dan. vii. 10. § Jud. v. 4. 20. 
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fcrewa. David used it first against the Philistines,* and ex* 
plained it as the name of the God of the armies of Israel, that 
is, of one who fought for Israel. It must then be from the 
ancient history of the nation, and from its songs of victory, and 
here Moses, Deborah, and numerous Psalms give the full ex-« 
planatioii. It is, in fact, the name of Israel's God, as the God 
of war, only from the circumstance, that at that ancient peri- 
od it proceeded from the glorious manifestations opon Mount 
Sinai ; from the lightnings and thundcrings, and from the 
starry hosts mingling in the coiifiict, and thus suggesting its 
primitive import, Jehovah of hosts. From this, its meaning 
became greatly extended, until at length, like all such poetic- 
al designations of the divinity when much used, it expressed 
all the amplitude of the Divine mcigniliceuce and excellency. 
In the later writings of the Prophets, therefore, it can lu) long- 
er be translated with propriety, the God of war ; though this 
Wiis its primitive import. It is in their use a conception r)f uni- 
versal elevation and dignity of character ; and to the God of 
Sabaoth, the Lord of hosts, all in lieaveii and earth pay hom- 
age. This is liio proper and domestick origin of the name, and 
with the gods of the Sabaeaus it liad nothing to do. Wlum, 
moreover, tlio Prophets d(?scril)c* tlio stars as the host of God, 
they do so ht3cause the universe is fidl of his majesty. Moses, 
Deborah, David, and the Psahiis, are the successive steps, by 
which tliey were elevated to their .sublime conception. As an 
example and j)roof of this, let us observe how David applies 
God's leading of the Israelites in the wilderness to an object, 
in which one would not expect to find it ; the bringing of the 
ark to Mount Zion. He goes through the whole progress of 
God from mountain to nionntaiii, from victory to victory, and 
tlie triumphal song of Deborah was plainly his model. The 
Psalm might be denominated the inarch of Jehovah, an ex-, 
pression used by Habakkuk, and derived from this Psalm 


* I Sam. xvii. 45. 



THE VICTORIOUS MARCH OF GOD. 

Tiik 68th Psalm. 

Our God exalts himself. 

And his enemies are scattered, 

They that hate him flee before him. 

[The triumphal languago of Moses, with which he addressed 
the cloudy pillar, when the march of tlie peoplc*proceeded.] 

As smoko disperses, so they disperse, 

As wax is melted before the fire, 

So shall the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

[Smoke and fire were the symbols of the Divine presence du- 
ring the march of the Israelites.] 

But the righteous are glad, 

They rejoice bcjforc God, 

They exult with joy. 

[Because he accoriipaiiio.s them in their march. Here the in- 
troduction of the ode terniinate.s, and a .second chorus perhaps 
commences.] 

Sing praise to God ! extol his name I 
Prepare his way, who marcheth in the desert, 

Extol him by his name Jah, 

And exult before him. 

The orphan^s father, the widow’s judge, 

Is God exalted in holiness. 

Our God ! to the desolate 
He gave a habitation, 

He brought to happiness those who were bound, 

And the rebellious dwelt in a dry land. 
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[We may suppose the rebellious here to be Amalckites or Egyp^ 
tians, who opposed themselves to the march of God* The 
desolate and those who were bound are the Israelites, whom 
he is leading out of bondage, and for whom he designs the 
rich Hand of Canaan. The other chorus now begins, and the 
march itself is described wholly in the language of Deborah.] 

O God, when thou didst go forth, 

And wentest before thy people, 

When thou didst tread tlie desert. 

Then the earth did quake ; 

The heavens distilled in drops, 

When God looked forth upon them. 

This Sinai there before the face of God, 

The God of Israel. 

Thou, O God, didst send a gentle rain, 

Thou didst revive thy parched inheritance, 

Thy congregation can inhabit there. 

For thou by thy goodness, O God ! 

Hast provided for the poor. 

[To the last trait in the picture, the poet conies Jilso through 
the description of Deborah. She painted the heavens as drop- 
ping, Sinai melting, in order to make a transition to the drop- 
ping of the clouds, which swelled the river Kishon and the 
Kadumim, and contributed to tlie victory. The gentle herds- 
man has here applied the heroic figure to a peaceful object, 
to make the wilderness a garden for the delightful habitation 
of the tribes of Israel. These, too, march onward, and war 
and victory follow.] 

The liOrd gave the signal for war, 

A host were messengers* of victory. 

The Kings of the hosts flee, they flee, 

She that tarried at homo divideth the spoiL 
Why wait ye there among the water pots ? 

The wings of the dove are covered with silver, 


* The noun in the original here is leminine. 
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Her feathers sparkle with yellow goid. 

As the Almighty scattered the kings, 

The snow descended upon Salmon.” 

These words were, ])c*rhaps, taken from an ancient triumph- 
al song, which as iistinl, was also satirical. It related, obvi- 
ously, to the victory of Deborah. In the Northern and woody 
part of Judma their freedom was at that time recovered by Is- 
rael,* the rainy season contributed to the victory, and mention 
was made also of the siiow.t The news of the victory was 
intrusted to female messengers, because Deborah and Jael 
decided the battle, and it was not to bo suffered, that the race 
in aflertimes should lose the memorial of Deborah, their hero- 
ick mother. The raillery respecting those who remained be- 
hind is plainly from her triumphal song, only here iidroduced 
with a little subtilty and refinement. She upbraided the cow- 
ardly tribes with prcferirig to hear the bleating of their flocks, 
rather tlniii the cry oft ?ittle; here it is imputed to them, that 

* Isa. ix. 1 — 3. is perhaps a play upon this passage. 

+ Tlio words “snow fell on Salmon,” pertain to the taunting expression 
of the triumphal song, an«l rujed no critical alteration. The tribes, which re- 
mained inactive, were afraid of the .severe winter weather, which Deborah 
found so conducive to her succc.ss. When even the less elevated Mount 
Salmon, lying in the Southern part of Xadiea, was covered with snow, 
how much more must it have been the (’asc with the higlicr mountains 
of the ’North, whither the war-liko expedition led them. This conclu. 
siori was sagaciously made by the Southern tribes, and they remained 
quietly with their doves. The spirit of the passage may be expressed at 
follows : 

O ye who rest amid your folds. 

What slays yt*u loitering there, 

To gaze upon your glossy doves 
And mark their golden wings, 

When Ood the Lord the nations smote 7 
And Canaan’s heroes slew, 

Then truly was a wintry day, 

And snow on Salmon fell. « 
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timidity and an clFeminate horror of war, they chose rath- 
er, in those raw and wintry days, to gaze with wonder upon 
the silvery wings and golden feathers of their doves, gleaming 
as they rise in flight, while Deborah, a woman, a dweller in 
the house, (a bee as the name signifies) is dividing the spoil. 

The Lord gave the word,” means he gave command for the 
war, he roused up heroes and so the messengers of victory. 

Next follows the march of Jehovah upon the mountains. 
He descended upon the diminutive Zion, and how many more 
beautiful and more fruitful mountains were there, that were de- 
sirous of this honour. The fertile Bashan he had passed by, 
and here that mountain, which was one of the greatest in the 
land of Israel, draws the attention of the poet, and I>ecr)me3 
the object of his song. 

Thou mount of God, mount Baahan, 

The mountain range, mount Bashan, 

JVhy look with pride,* yo pinnacled heights, 

On these, which God hath chosen to dwell in? 

Jc!iov«'ili shall inhabit them 
Forever and ever. 

[The account is c<|u:illy balanced with praise and sarcasm. 
Bashan is named, becduvc it was situated beyond Jordan, and 
God could not dwell there, because it was without the limits 
of the promised land. — Zion was recently gained by conquest, 
and the reinnaut of the Jebusites waspcrliaps still in Jerusa- 
lem. Then too Cod dwelt in the vicinity of his conquered 
foes — a circumstance, which gave occasion totlic sublime pic- 
ture of Ills victorious progress, after he moved forward from 
Sinai.] 

* Moro correctly ** with envy.” The Hebrew, term, that occurs in the 
same form only in this p.is.sage, means to regard with envy. In this 
sense the passage may be translated thus: 

Why look so enviously down ye mountain ranges, 

Upon th's mount, which God has chose to dwell in, 

This Gxprcssoa the of Aquila and Theodotian. 
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chariots of God, a thousand thousand. 

And ten times ten thousand more. 

The Lord comes forth in their midst, 

From the glory crowned summit of Sinai. 

Thou didst raise the chariots aloft, 

Thou leddest forth thy captives with thee. 

Thou gavest men for thy triumphal gifts, 

And madcst rebels now to dwell with thee. 

Jehovah, God. 

Let God be praised, from day to night be praised. 

He laycth on our burdens, ond giveth us help, 

He is our God, the God of our salvation, 

Jehovah the liord hath the issues to death. 

Surely God will wound the head of his enemies. 

The hairy scalp of him, who is against him. 

I will bring him, saith the Lord, from Bashan, 

1 will bring him from the depths of the sea. 

Thy foot shall yet wade in their hlood, 

Thy dogs lick the blood of thine enemies! — 

Bht 1 have already given more perhaps, than was necessa- 
ry for our present purpose. We see clearly what this diflicuit 
PsJilm, abounding in proud and warlike sentiment, means by 
the triumph’d gifts of God among men, and what the xiatioiial 
God of the Isrjwdites will do farther on the mountains, which 
ho ha.s newly conquered, that he will free them from those en- 
emies, wlio now remain only as a kind of sinoflering. But 
we return to our subject and ask, 

What meant that smoking Sinai ? 

What were those pillars of cloud and fire ? 

which gave occasion to such splendid imagery. 

Respecting the fiery and cloudy pillars wc need not he greatly 
at a loss. It was the sacred fire, which, as was customary in 
similar cases in those regions, was carried before tlie host, and 
served both as a signal tor breaking up the encampments and 
renewing the march, and as a guide in their journeying. 
When the Israelites went out of Egypt it followed and stood 



between them and the Egyptians. I remember to have read 
?even in some Pagan writer, what originated probably in a mis- 
conception of this circumstance, that the flying people placed 
between them and their pursuers objects of religious veneration, 
I think sacred animals, which the Rgyptiaiis dared not ap- 
proach. It is in the Exodous of the children of Israel, that 
those cloudy and fiery pillars first occur, and they are at once 
accompanied with miraculous effects, which still followed 
them throughout the journey.* VV^heu the host were encamp- 
ed, it stood hciJ)re the door of the satictiiary, before the tent 
of the leader, and res|)onses were given by it. When the 
host moved their camp, it went before as their guide. They 
continue to a])pear, so long as the Israelites were in the des- 
ert, but when they arrived in Canaan the Ark of the Cove- 
nant preceded, and showed the way, and those pillars are no 
longer mentioned. In short the pluenoinenon w:is a symbol of 
the Divin ity, though w ith the Israelites not a mere symbol, but 
a presence, which produced marvellous and sometimes fear- 
ful effects. 'J'ho two j)ha3Uoniena admit ol’ being so naturally 
identified, that I sec not why they should be considered as 
different. In the one symbol God would accompany Israel, 
and he their guide. This was the angel of his presence that is 
the herald and index of his peculiar ])resence andsuperinlcnd- 
ance, and all this was included uiidor the pillar of fire. By 
day it appeared as smoko, in the night as llanu?. Before it 
was the most revered seat of judgment, the highest tribunal. 
If Moses ajid Aaron were safe no where else, they were yet 
safe here, and the fire of God avenged them in a way that 
was manifest to the sense. When the journey was ended, 
he memorial of it was perhaps placed in the holy of holies, 
ind for some time preserved; and hence the Jewish fable re- 
ipecting the perpetual cloud of smoke between the cherubim. 
Nothing is more natural and accordant with history, than this 

xiv. 19, 20, xxxiii. 9 — 11. Num. ix. 1^23, 
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explanation. It denies no mirade and only shows the medi- 
um, by which God wrought miracles, since this must be the^ 
angel of his presence, or, as Habakkuk calls it, the veil oi 
his presence. 

The splendid appearances on mount Sinai had very possibly 
similar natural causes, pertaining to the time and place, in 
which they were exhibited, for God works no miracles except 
through the instrumentality of natural powers. The extraor- 
dinary splendour, in which the sandy deserts of Arabia some- 
times appear, the smoke, in which the mountains are veiled, the 
thunders, which are multiplied and fearfully reverberated 
among their towering cliffs, those and perhaps other terrific 
and magnificant phienomena of nature God on this occasion 
combined together, as the symbols and manifestations of his 
presence. Whoever would deny the miraculous character of 
the phjBiiomena, must make the description of Moses a fable. 
Nor are they less so from the fact, that this region of fearful 
desolation is always fruitful in strange and startling phsenom- 
ena. 

Finally the passage through the Red Sea with the circum- 
stances described as attending it was certainly a marvellous 
but not an impossible rescue. Probably Moses, when he re- 
received his commission, intended to direct his course over the 
isthmus. The Israelites could not moreover have been much 
l)elow it, and they probably passed by Suez somewhat farther 
South, than the route which the caravans now take. Now 
though the gulf then extended according to remaining traces 
of it higher up than now, yet it was so wide as readily to ac- 
count for the result. Losing the route in the darkness of the 
night, confounded by a tempest of rain and a storm of wind, 
and panick struck, the whole host of Egyptians might well 
fall into disorder, and lose themselves beyond the possibility of 
escape, whether falling into the deeper bays of the sea, or 
from the higher incursion of the driving an^ overwhelming 
flood. Nor is the passage here so broad, that it would be im-> 
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possible for the Israelites to accomplish it in a single night. 
All the doubts, which have recently been accumulated re- 
specting the matter, are overstrained. The ancient monu- 
ments of the Israelites, the feast which was established as a 
memorial of this passage over the sea, the triumphal song of 
Moses, and the numerous exhortations, which he enforced up- 
on the assembled Israelites by a reference to it, show clearly 
enough, that their deliverance was at all events attended with 
very remarkable and terrifick circumstances, which Moses ha^ 
described too in a manner perfectly natural, and accordant 
with the local character and relations of the place. 

Would that our devotional songs, in which reference is 
made to this event had more resemblance to the Hebrew! 
These do not repeat it, though it was to them a national bless- 
ing, and the very ground of their national existence, in endless 
litanies, as we often do, but adapt the ancient event to new 
occurrences, combine it intimately with their subject, and 
sing it, if 1 may be allowed the expression, in a business like 
manner. Thus Deborah, and thus also several fine Psalms 
and passages in tlic Prophets. Let us now read for an exam- 
ple one of the most touching poems of the Hebrews, in which 
the boldest triumphal picture of the old world terminates in 
the most affecting elegy. 


THE PRAYER OF IIABAKKUK THE PROPHET. 

O Jehovah) I have heard the rumour of thee ; 

And tremble with fear 

* The rumour, which the Prophet heard, was the tradition of the mar- 
rellous events of ancient times, and ilie predictions of what was then to 
lake place. Once God strove for his people, now he would forsake them, ^ 
and give them over to their enemies. Both of these are enlarged upon 
in the piece, and the Prophet longs to see the purpose of God in this sad 
catastrophe. This is what is expressed in the petition, “ show thy work^ 
make known with the progress of years what thou hast purposed* and in 
tby present severe counsels call to mind thine ancient miracles of £004-% 
uses to this people. 

7 * 
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With coming years, Jehorah, show thy work,* 

As years revolve make knbwn, 

In wrath remember mercy. 

When God came on from Teman, ^ 

The high and holy one from Mount Faran, 

His glory covered the heavens, 

The earth was full of his praise. 

His brightness was like the sun, 

Out from his hand the rays shot forth, 

And this was but tho veil of his might. 

Before him went the pestilence. 

Birds of prey flew forth at his feet. 

He stood, the earth was moved, t 

He looked ; and nations were scattered abroad,. 

The everlasting mountains were trod to dust, 

The perpetual hills did bow themselves, 

When he marched forth of old.! 

The huts of Ciishan I saw in affliction, |l 
The tents of Midian vanished away. 

Was Jehovah angry with the rivers? 

Was the blast of thy breath at the waves ? 

* The parallelism seems to require, this of the common reading, 
“ revive thy work.” Perhaps the poet had in his thoughts, Ps. xc. 13 — 
17. and then the haste, and the calling for his work to be manifested is 
not unsuited to the context. The poet was desirous of seeing the ap- 
proaching developments, and was admonished, chapter ii. 3. 4. to wait 
with patience. Here, then, he prays, as Moses did, that God would re- 
vive and carry forward his work. 

t Several translations give this sense, and the parallelism obviously re. 
quires it. The nations flee away at the violent shaking of the earth. 

t The “ goings forth of old are” from the 68th Psalm, which gives to 
this often misapprehended expression the most intelligible sense. It 
is the march of God in ancient times, his stepping from mount/iin to moua> 
tain, (Sinai, Seir, Paran, Bashay) which so many ancient triumphal songs, 
and this elegy also describe. 

li They labour as it were under affliction. They strip off the cover, 
ings of their tents, so that a whole encampment of Nomades disappears 
in a few moments. 
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Was thy wrath against the sea ?* 

For thou didst mount upon thy war-chariot. 

And ride with horses, thou God of salvation, 

Thou drewest forth thy bow, 

Multiplying sevenfold thine arrows.f 
And the streams cleft asunder the land. 

The mountains saw thee and trembled, 

* The peculiar turn of this question shows the alarm of the speakerr 
and gives a sublime movement to the ode. Several Psalms interrupt the 
narrative by such unexpected questions, as Ps. cxiv. 5. 6. and others, a 
striking peculiarity in the style of Oriental poetry. 

t This line, which is a crux criticorum, only becomes intelligible in the 
sense, which I have given. But if we adopt this, what is the meaning of 
“ word” ? If we translate the passage — 

Thou drewest forth thy bow. 

The arrows of the commander were satiate with blood, 

still to every reader of nice discernment, the connexion will appear harsh. 
The fact here assumed, that God is so suddenly called the “word,” while 
through the whole ode he docs not speak as an inactive commander, but 
is himself active as a warrior, that his arrows are already satiate with 
blood, while in the progress of the description this is first mentioned af- 
terwards in verse 13th, all [this renders this construction unnatural. I 
have, therefore, by a very simple construction read this word as a parti- 
ciple. That it often means “ to make manifold” is well known, and 
thus, this difficult passage, seems to me, to be explained in the simplest 
way, and very finely in a^ordance with the scope of the imagery. The 
multiplying of the lightnings as glittering arrows is an image sufficiently 
known from the 18tli Psalm, and this isTollowed by the Prophet in this 
passage. 

But how comes it, that now, when God draws out his arrows with hia 
bow, the rivers also rush through the land ? If thCircader proceeds far- 
ther on, he will see that] a universal shuddering and alarm of nature is 
described, such as we remark before a tempest. It is as if all things felt 
the presence and immediate vicinity of the Creator. The river rolls on 
more rapidly, and as here the floods sound louder, the heights lift upthetf 
hands in expectation. There is no doubt, that all these figures refer tip 
the Red Sea, to Jordan, to Sinai, and to the times of Joshua and Ddbo* 



The overflowing waters fled away, 

The deep uttered its voice. 

The heights lift up their hands. 

The sun and moon stood still in their course,* 

At the dazzling light of thine arrows flying, 

At the lightning glance of thy spear. 

Thou marehedst on in anger through the land,t 
And trampledst upon the nations in thy wrath. 

rah, when the rivers either shrunk back or overflowed ; but all are coin-w 
bined into one picture, and hence, to follow out chronologically and his. 
torically, every minute feature is incorrect. It is plainly a continuous 
representation of a coming warrior, and of his deeds in battle. The im* 
age of the alarmed and troubled waters, which are sensible of the near- 
ness of God, is derived from the majestick 77th Psalm v. 17 — 21. whose 
images llabakkuk has in' several passages adopted and enlarged. 

* The image of the sun and moon are taken from both the history of 
Joshua and the song of Deborah combined together. In the former they 
stand still with astonishment, while God is engaged in battle ; in the latter 
courses are ascribed to them. Should not the same Hebrew word, 
which Deborah uses, have stood here also, putting it in the singular on- 
ly as the common reading is? The Septuagint seems to have read thus; 
since it translates ep jjJ uv^xrf ^ just as in Judges v. 20. and 

the picture thereby becomes beautiful, complete, and full of action. 
They stand still with astonishment in the midst of their course, and up- 
on the smooth path, which they are ever travelling. They see the 
glance of his lightnings, and are, as it were, ashamed, and thrown in the 
shade. 

t The picture is progressive. God does not here first go forth upon the 
land. 'I'he first step of his progress was already described in the 6th. 
verse. Here he is proceeding ontvard and trampling upon nations at ev-^ 
ery step. The poet advances also with the progress of the national his- 
tory, and comes down to the kings, especially the age of David, as the 
13th verse clearly shows. Hence, too, the images in the succeeding 
verses are from the triumphal songs of David. The 13ili and 14th are 
obviously from ?s. Ixviii. 22. and Ps. cx. 6. and other passages, since 
David often uses the peculiar expression, “ to wound or divide asunder 
the head.** 
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For thou wentest forth to aid thy people, 

To bring salvation to thine anointed. 

Thou didst smite the top from the house of the wicked* 

And lay bare the foundation even to the rock, 

Thou picrccdst the head of the leader of their ranks,! 

They were rushing as a storm to disperse me, 

Exulting as if to devour the oppressed, 

Like the wild beast in his covert. 

Then did thine horses tread upon the sea, 

'rhey came upon the swelling floods.t 

• The figure is taken from a house or temple, whose summit being 
dashed in pieces, it will be made bare and fall to ruins even to the foun- 
dation stone, which is laid upon a rock. That the w'ord “ head” is often 
thus used, especially in theTsalms, I need not show. The dilapidation 
of the house means, according to Oriental custom, the ruin of the whole 
family. It need not be asked to what enemies of David the poet had 
reference in this passage. The images arc here introduced into the pic- 
ture in their general application. The particular circumstances of the 
more ancient times, did not belong to the purpose of the writer, 

t Various conjectures have been made respecting the original word 
here. Its first meaning, as it seems to me, is ranks^ families, or mem. 
bers of families divided off, as its radical form signifies. In the song 
of Deborah (Jud. v. 7.), it is either villages, or assemblages from villa, 
ges out of their districts, in short, orders. Here there were regular ranks 
of enemies, who according to tho following verse, camo on liko a tempest, 
to scatter a defenceless people and divide the spoil. The Greek transla. 
tion gives the collective form, leaders of such ranks or divisions (xstpa. 
Xaq dvvaaiov), as names of dignity are used in all languages. I have 
used some circumlocution in translating tho word, because by this'means, 
. the succeeding image becomes more clear, and when compared with 
chap. i. 9. will need, I think, no father elucidation. 

t To bring them aid, that is, as the 8th and 12th verses show. Tlie 
picture ends as it began, which is a striking beauty, since it gives unity 
to the whole view. As well in this part as in the whole economy of th# 
ode* this poem is beautifully filled up. 
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When I heard this my heart trembled,* 

My lips quivered at the voice. 

A shuddering ran through my bones, 

And my feet were tottering. 

Yet must I rest until the day of calamity,! 

When the destroying nation cometh upon us. 

Then shall the fig-tree not bloom, 

And the vines ahall give no fruit. 

The hope of the olive tree shall fail. 

The fields shall yield no bread. 

The flock shall bo cut ofl from the fold. 

And no herd shall be in the stall. 

Yet will I be confident in Jehovah, t 

* Now another division of the ode commences, which again refers back 
to the beginning, verse Ist. The poet has heard from the ancient times 
all the wonders, which (iod wrought for Israel, and now sees other 
times no less fearful approaching. This makes the plan of the ode ap- 
parently incomprelicnsible and contradictory, as well as the feelings ex- 
pressed in it. The preceding chapters are the best commentary upon it, 
especially chap. i. 1.2. 12 — 14. chap. ii. 1 — ^1. 

+The leading word here is explained by the history of the Prophet, chap, 
li. 1 — 4. He was directed by God to remain tranquil ;1ie must wait for 
he time. This he now calls “ resting and wailing for the day of calam. 
ly,” when the nation invaded them, which he described in chap. 1st. He 
loes not here speak of a going up to Chaldma, but of a coming of the 
'’•haldteans ; as the following verse clearly shows. The following lines 
escribe the entire desolation of the country, by the Chaldees. 
t Here the ode draws to a conclusion. Dark and discouraging as it is 
iround him, the Prophet yet remains true to the word of his God, (Chap, 
i. 1 — 4.) he gives himself up to him, and leaps with joy in the name of 
fis whole nation. It must, and will have a good result for them, though 
ie Prophet does not yet see, and though he so strongly desires to see it, 
s the leading subject of his prophecy. (Bee Chap. i.2. 3, 12 — 17. Chap. 
. 1—4. Chap. iii. 2.). The plan of the whole book is no less a beautiful 
hole, than this ode by itself, which I might justly call the crown oftho 
lebrew lyrick Poetry. That in the last verse there is a reference to Ps. 
viii. 34. and Deut. xxxiii. 29. I need not show David applied the last 
lentioned passage to himself, and the Prophet refers it to the whole na* 
ion. It will yet, once giore ascend upon its ancient heights, the scenes 
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And etnltin the God of my 8alvntion» 
Jehovah God is my strength, 

He will make me to leap as the hart, 

And to tread again upon my high places. 


APPENDIX* 

Of the miracles in the Journeying of the Israelites, and the giving of th«' 

Mosaick law. 

“ Must not the whole description of this march through the 
Arabian deserts be a sort of cpick poem of later date, and pro- 
duced at a period, when the truth of history was already cloth- 
ed in the marvels of fiction '?’’ So far as my purpose is con- 
cerned it would make no differenct^ though it were even so : 
for still this history remains the basis of Hebrew legislation 
and poetry. But what ground have we to believe this ? Let 
one read the description impartially, and observe its entire 
simplicity, its local references, its precise correspondence and 
propriety in the circumstances of time and place. Every new 
book of travels has confirmed or illustrated its local truth, and 
even to the present day the traditions of the neighbouring iifi- 
tions and races are full of this ancient history. I am aware, 
that the Mohammedan religion has in a peculiar manner re- 
vived these traditions ; it however, only revived and built upon 
them, for they were before already there. The lonely desert 

of victory and leap upon them like a hart. Judira was a mountainous 
country, and hence, of the Chaldaians al8o,(ver. 16.) the word ‘high places, 
is used. The conclusion of the ode is patriotick, beautiful, and dignified. 
All the feelings and fortunes of his people, prosperity and adversity, th« 
poet experiences in his own breast. 

* This short treatise and a metrical paraphrase of the prayer of Habak. 
kuk, are found among Herder’s manuscripts, and were inserted here by 
the first editor, J. G. Mueller. J. 
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9 eems to be designed for the purpose, that in it this history 
might survive, as well in the memorials of nature, as in the 
traditions of the people. 

If a poetical aim were discoverable in the narrative of Mo- 
ses as in that of Homer, and if we saw in it events combined 
and adorned for the accomplishment of this aim, while at the 
same time, it was incompatible with the truth of nature ; then 
it might he seen distinctly in the Arabian desert, as well as 
on the plains of Troy, where fiction begins and history ends. 
The fiction would show itself by a reference to the purpose, to 
which it was directed. 

Now, in Moses, nothing of this sort is perceivable. The 
description of tlie passage of the Red Sea, does not grow out 
of the ode, that was sung for its celebration, but obviously pre- 
cedes it, as a p(‘rfectly artless geographical description. The 
giving of the law on Mount Sinai is told in a style of simple 
narrative. Whatever is sublime and terrifick in it belongs to 
the subject, not to the language. So it is with tlie most fear- 
ful as well as the agreeable incidents of the journey. They 
fall as artlessly into the general train of events, and the course 
of the narrative, as does the long description of the arrange- 
ments of the tabernacle, of tluj laws, the sacred rites and vest- 
ments, all of which are certainly historical monuinents of that 
age. 

Why then should we give credence to the one atid not to 
the other ? Why must we insist that all things shall proceed 
in every age, as tliey do in our own '! There a system of doc- 
trine and h'gislation was to be established, which has extended 
its power over nations and centuries. Could Moses, unaided 
with all his Egyptian wisdom, or even with the added wdsdom 
of his Leviles, accomplish this ? Could he do it against the 
opposition of some liundred thousand stilT-necked and rcbell_ 
ions men 1 And how could he sustain them so long in the de. 
sert ? Let him who has any doubts here give a plan to show 
how it might be done ; but let the whole be placed between 
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Sinai and Paran, and suited to that age and to the same people. 

Yet nobody requires us on the authority of Moses : 1. to 

believe fables, of which the history knows nothing, and which 
the later Rabbins have invented, respecting the manna, the 
cloudy pillars, the angels by whose ministration the law was 
given, &c. either from childish interpretations or for moral 
purposes. Rather, 

‘2. Since there is one God, the liord of nature, and of these 
miraculous plKEiiornena, all these must have taken place and 
are to be explained thrbugh the iiistnnnentality of natura 
causes, 'riieophrastus, Pliny and others have also spoken o; 
the manna, as this far more ancient description does, and tht 
account is perfectly in accordance with the knowledge and 
views of natures, which pertained to that age. The atmowspher* 
ick pluenomena of the country among the mountains of Ara* 
bia are alike known. Of the stifling wind Simoom, the aveng* 
ing messenger of the Lord, the phamoniena of the East wind, 
in which all objects appear magnified, and the sandy desert 
looks like a sea of fire, the same may be said. Tt is a fearful 
solitude of nature, formed as it were, for producing the sub- 
lime impressions of fear and implicit obedience. 

3. But .‘*o far as discoveries have yet b(^eii made, and have 
come within niy own knowledge, no miracle of Israelitish his- 
tory can be fully explained on these principles. There are no 
oak forests in those regions, from the iiiamia of which so great 
a multitude could have subsisted in its wamhirings, and the 
Israelites bad as much sense as we have to consider, that they 
had not known in Egypt what was a natural thunder storm. 

4. Finally, it is remarkable that the place of all these mi- 
raculous events lay out of the limits of Canaan ; and had, 
therefore, no influence on the observance of the law. Sinai 
was not in Canaan, and in danger from some supposed sacred- 
ness of the place of being reverenced, as the dwelling place of 
God. They saw the tempests sweep over, and on them the 
Lord of tlie tempest ; but in Canaan he rested in his career 

8 
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upon no mountain summit. The history remained what it 
was, ancient history, and if an Elijah sometimes fled thither 
to console and strengthen himself by the fortunes of Moses, 
yet the place, as an object of popular superstition, was not laid 
down in the map of Moses. It was never sent to for the pur- 
pose of obtaining oracular responses, and on the same ground 
the places consecrated in the history of the Patriarchs, Mamre, 
Luz, Bethel, could never become places of idolatrous worship. 
When Bethel from political causes was becoming such, the 
Prophet changed its name Bethel, (house of God) into Beth- 
^veii (house of idolatry). It must, however, be admitted in re- 
gard to the marvellous and supernatural in the Hebrew legis- 
lation, that it was perv(‘rtod to superstitious uses, which for 
centuries held the minds of the people in fetters, though it did 
not differ in this respect from other religions. 

Notk. I have ventured to omit here the metrical parajihruse of the 
Prayer of Habakkuk mentioned in a previous note. Tr. 
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INSTIUTIONS OF MOSES. 

Of the name Jehovah ; what it involved ; and how far its import was un- 
folded. The 90th and 102d Psalms. Pure and uncorrupted ideas of 
God, of moral truths, and of practical wisdom in the poetry of the He- 
brews. Legislation of Moses. 

1. The national freedom and equality established by it. National as- 
semblies at their festivals. Songs which they sung with nnlienal 
pride and exultation. 

2. Jehovah was enthroned upon the laws alone. National songs respect- 
ing this with an application even to oppressors and unjust judges. 
The laws were compared with the ordinances of God in nature. An 
ode to this effect. 

3. Office and dignity of the tribes set apart to his service. Of the light 
and law of rectitude upon the breast of the high priest. Images 
drawn from the attire of the priests in Hebrew poetry. They are 
symbols of a nourishing state* Application of them to kings and to 
heavenly ministers. 

4. Origin and purpose of sacrifices. Moral Ufse of them in poetry. 
Examples in several Psalms. 

General remarks on the language derived from the laws of Moses re- 
specting diseases and vices, and on particular parts of the religious 
service and symbolical observances. The institution of the sabbath 
has preserved for us all that remains of their ancient history and poet- 
ry. Images drawn from it of a perpetual .sabbath and the year of 
jubilee. The Tabernacle of Moses a Byiiibolical representation. 

Jehovah was the name whicli Moses impressed upon hia 
people as the name of the God of their fathers. It expressed 
a pure and sublime conception,* which imported the iiumove- 
ablencss and truth of God, his eternity, his unchangeahleness 
and his eternal wortli and glory. This fundamental coiicep- 

It confessedly involved the three relations of time, **1 was, I am., 1 
phaU be," or as God himself says, **l am in that I am." 



88 


lion in the law of Moses is denominated the holiness of the 
Lord,* an expression, for which I know no synonym in the 
German language. Not only were all images and representa* 
tions of God drawn from the works of creation prohibited, but 
this sacred name was the occasion for unfolding the highest 
attributes and perfections of the Godhead, which were to serve 
as an eternal and immutable basis for the reason and religion 
of man. It is not intended by this to say, that Moses himself 
unfolded all these perfections. To him, the lawgiver of the 
Israelites, God must appear and be represented more especial- 
ly as the guardian God of Israel, and on this conception are 
grounded many forcible and striking passages of his admoni- 
tions and of his songs. But what he as a lawgiver could not 
do, was done afterwards by the wise men and poets of Israel. 
Was Jehovah the one only God, the creator of the world, so 
was he also the God of all nations, and of all generations of 
men, and for the unfolding of this rich and fruitful gem these 
needed but time, unbiassed thought, and the calm Spirit of 
God. It is not here the question, whether other nations have 
also unfolded the same ideas. For why need we be envious, 
and refuse to give the Persians, Hindoos, Celts or whomsoever 
it may be, credit each in their proper measure for the degree, 
in which they have preserved and advanced the most ancient 
religion of the earth. It is enough, that in that age, and in 
that part of the world, among Egyptians, Caiiaanites, and the 
u^i cultivated tribes of Arabia, Moses was alone in his advance- 
ment. He sought out the religion of the Patriarchs, the an- 
cestors of his race, and what he derived from Egypt in the 
outward form and costume of his institutions and laws was 
not permitted to obscure the pure light of that revelation, 
which was given him in the burning bush of the Arabian des- 
ert. Thus with the progress of time were formed those sub- 
lime ideas, which we find in the Psalms and Prophets. 

*The holiness of the Lord is bis highest peculiarity, in which he h^s 
none like him, 
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To illustrate this we may begin with the ode, which is as-^ 
cribed to Moses himself as its author. It unfolds the name 
Jehovah, that is, the immutable truth, the eternal and absolute 
immobility and constancy of the creator of tlie world. 

A SONG OF MOSES, THE MAN OF GOD. 

Till? 90th Psalm. 

O Lord ! Thou alone art our steadfastness 
From generation to generation 
Before the mountains were generated, 

Or the earth and the world upheaved them^ 

From eternity to eternity thou art God. t 
Thou lettest man return to the dust. 

And sayest, return, yc generations of men. 

For a thousand years are in thy sight 
But as yesterday when it is past. 

As a watch of the night. 

Thou lettest them pass away. 

There arc they in a dead sleep. 

In the morning they were as the green grass, 

In the morning it was green and flourishing, 

In the evening it was parched and dried up. 

So thou didst consume us by thy breath. 

The blast of thine anger drives us away. 

Thou placedst our iiiiqui'.ies before thee, 

Our secret sins came to light 
Before thy view. 

Therefore have our days passed away, 

By thy sentence upon us ; t 
Wo waste our years away, 

Like an idle talc. 

The days of our life arc seventy years, 

And if in its strength they be four score years, 

♦How sublime an idea ! We are but in appearance, mere fleeting 
shadows upon the earth. Only in God is our steadfastness. Ho i s 
our true being, whom Moses so often calls a rock, 
fin all past ages. Thou, Lord, hast been. 

t Gen. vi. 5 or the decree of God, that all the Israelites should perisb 
in the desert. 


8 * 
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Yet its whole extent is toil and pain, 

It is quickly past, and we are gone. 

If the name Jeliovah had occasioned the productions only 
of the sublime exposition in Isaiah from the 40th chapter on-, 
ward, we should have abundant cause to bless the memory 
and the religion of Moses. 

There is no attribute, no perfection of God, which did not 
find its most simple and powerful expression in the Psalms and 
Prophets, and for the most part these sublime developments of 
thought are drawji from the name Jehovah, which is in fact 
the ground of all natural theology. Never can T read with- 
out emotion the Psalm* of that suppliant, who on occount of 
his great age, could not hope to witness the fulfilment of 
his wish(‘s respecting Jerusalem and his people. lie fails and 
sinks in the midst of his way, with his eye directed to the prom- 
ise, but God the promiser fails not, and another generation wiU 
live to witness its accomplishment, for God is Jehovah. 

My d^ys decline as a shadow, 

And I am withered like grass, 

But thou, O Jehovah, reignest forever, 

Thy name encliirclh from age to age. 

Therefore for generations to come it is wrillen, 

A nation yet unborn shall praise the Lord. 

Ho will look down from his holy heights, 

From heaven will Jehovah look upon the earth, 

And hear the groaning of tho prisoners, 

And deliver those that are condemned to death. 

Then shall they praise in Zion the might of Jehovah^ 

Then shall his praise be sounded in Jerusalem ; 

When the people shall bo gathered together, 

And kingdoms for the service of Jehovah. 

My strength indeed fails, ere I attain it, 

And my days arc shortend. 

I said also ; my God, take me not away 
Jn the midst of my life. — 
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Yet thy years go on from age to age, 

Thou it is, who of old hast founded the worlds 
The heavens also are the work of thy hands. 

They too perish, but thou abidest, 

They become old like a garment. 

As a garment thou layest them aside, 

And new heavens are brought forth. 

But thou art the same, 

And thy years have no end. 

The children of thy servants also shall continue, 

And their generations shall flourish before thee. 

Thus are always the iiiost sublime attributes of God intk 
matcly associated with the most tender sensibilities of human 
nature. The omniscience, tlic omnipresence, tlie infinite wis-» 
doin, the particular care and providence of God arc represent-, 
ed in the Psalms and Prophets with sucli a sense of reality and 
inwardness, that one cannot escape tlie consciousness of being 
under the imnicdiato eye of God. If the doctrines of the pur- 
est Theism were to bo expressed in the strongest terms, tho 
language slioiild be taken from the Old Testament. 

He that hath made tho eye, shall he not see 7 
He that hath planted the ear, shall he not hear ? 

Consider yet, yc brutish among the people, 

Ye senseless fools, when will yc be wise ? 


Can any thing more to the purpose, even in our own da}\ 
be said against tliat chi'^s of philosophers, who deny the evi- 
dences of design in nature? All, which they ascribe to an ab- 
stract and lifeless nature, the heathen idolaters referred to 
their false Gods, and what the Prophets urge against the one 
holds equally against the other. The pur^ r philosophy and 
theology any poetry contains, the more ne.irly, not only in its 
general sentiments, but even in its expressions, will it tipproach 
to the poetry of the Old Testament. 

Nearly the same tiling is true also in regard the doctrines of 
inprality, only wc iiuist not trpat of these in the sense, in 
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^bieh they were practised py the people, but as they ought to 
be practised. Neither must we look for these in the passages, 
ill which they are limited by the particular aims of the politi- 
cal lawgiver, or the teacher of worldly prudence, but where 
they are uttered by the sage and the poet. In his positive insti- 
tutions Moses could only speak in terms suited to his age, to his 
people, and to their apprehension, and it would be folly to de- 
mand of him more than this. Yet the law, which he gave 
them, was too spiritual and too good for the Israelites, since 
they had neither power nor inclination to observe it. But 
where Moses speaks as a monitor and teacher of the people, 
especially in his last appeal to them, what sublime senti- 
ments does he introduce ! 

Understand, O Israel, 

Jehovah, thy (*od, is one Jehovah, 

And thou shalt love Jehovah thy God, 

With all thy heart, 

With all thy soul, 

And with all thy strength ! 

— ^Thc word, that I command thee this day, 

Is not a dark saying, and far from thee, 

It is not in heaven, that thou shouldst say, 

Who shall ascend and bring it down for us ; 

Nor beyond the sea, that thou shouldst say, 

Who shall go over the sea for us, 

And bring it to us, and cause us to hear. 

That we may understand and do it. 

For the word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and heart, 

That thou inuycst do it !* 

David in his personal conduct may be as he will ; he may 
even in many of his Psalms appear selfish and ambitious of 
fame, cruel and misantliropick, yet in the presence of Jehovah 
he dares not boast himself of any other than praiseworthy qual- 
ities, of strict integrity, and openness of heart. All those 


* Deut. vi. 4. XXX. 11. 
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Psalms of his, which contain general instruction, and still 
more those of Asaph and of an anonymous author are full ojf 
the purest doctrines of morality. The Proverbs of Solomon 
contain much of the court-morality of the Orientals, for they 
teach strictly speaking the maxims of prudence rather than 
the abstract principles of morality. Yet, even in them, there 
is much of pure gold, and they lay the foundation of all the 
maxims of life in the fear of Jehovah. The Prophets in the 
fulness and clearness of their teachings go far before most of 
Ihe Giioniick poets of the Greeks, and the book of Sirach is a 
blooming garden, full of instruction and precept, of imagery 
ilso and of parables and descriptive representations. In short, 
t may be said, of the law of Moses, in the language of this 
jook, Wisdom has flown from it as Pishori, as, Tigris, as the 
Euphrates and the Nile, when it overflows and waters the 
land.” 

The Legislation of Moses had for its purpose the formation 
of a free people, subject to none but the law ; and that no one 
might deprive them of their liberty God was himself the giver 
of the law, its guardian, and the king of his people. He dwelt 
in the midst of them and the much abused word, “ temple,” 
properly designated a house for the book of the law, over 
•which God was himself the guardian. The whole people con- 
stituted a priestly kingdom ; and every one was a servant of 
the same king and of his law. “ Thou shall be to me a priest- 
y kingdom,” was the first principle, in which Moses compre- 
hended the character of his legislation. If we would not call 
his a theocracy, we may denominate it a nomocracy. But in 
reference to the poetry, that grew out of it, and in accordance 
with the truth of those ancient times and their history, the 
term theocracy, is far more expressive and beautiful. All po- 
etry, which related to the political organization, and the ser- 
vice of God, was theocratic. Let us consider what consti- 
^ted i^s specific character, 



94 

First; The honours of the tribes^ equality of national 
rights f and liberty. No provision was made for a king in the 
legislation of Moses ; God and his law were alone king. All 
the tribes were one people, descendants of the patriarchs, from 
whom they had received as an inheritance their knowledge of 
God, and with it the rights of fraternal relationship and even 
of the priesthood, which, according to Egyptian notions, were 
the highest in rank. To this purpose was introduced the rite 
of circumcision, a distinction, which in Egypt was confined to 
the priesthood, and was here (though through the Romans 
and Gentile nations it has become a reproach) to be a nation- 
al honour. All the tribes were ranged under their princes, 
and every family under its head, so that all the fraternal 
members were connected together, subject to the tribunal, 
which exercised jurisdiction over all. Three times in the 
year, at the groat national festivals, there was a general assem- 
bling of the people. They came together not to hear sermons 
or mass for seven days, but to rejoice together in their com- 
munity of privileges, and to feel that, as the people of God, 
they were one people All their three great festivals were na- 
tional, and associated with liberty. The passover was a rae^ 
inorial of the day which made them a free people ; the feast of 
pentecost of the law, by which that freedom was confirmed ; and 
the feast of tabernacles, of its enjoyment in their first simple 
dwellings and unrestrained family intercourse. All the festi- 
vals abounded in sacrificial feasts, in musick, songs and dan- 
ces. The people of God in the presence of their invisible 
Lord, and before the tabernacle, in which his law was deposit- 
ed, could not but be a rejoicing people. Ey these assembla- 
ges their national pride, that is, their delight in Jehovah, the 
fraternal relationship of the several tribes, who all had but one 
Jehovah, one invisible king, one law, one temple, were awa- 
kened and cherished, and by their social participation of the 
feast and song, the origin of the nation, the history and me- 
morials of their patriarchs, were preserved, and remained a|^ 
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ways fresh in their minds^ When we use the words, sacred 
feast, temple, festivals, Psalms, we either form no clear con- 
ception, or at least, a cold, cheerless and lifeless one, because 
we have ourselves no national festivals, and songs of publick 
rejoicing, no temple associated with the glory of our fathers, 
no law for the universal security of our national freedom. 
Hence, the Psalms, which arc filled with this spirit, are so of- 
ten contemplated by us without emotion or sympathy. No 
people can have a national poetry, that has not objects of gen- 
eral pride and gratulation, in which all have a community of 
interest ; much less, when nourished up in opposing senti- 
ments and ideas, they combine contradictory concej)tions with 
the words pertaining to Divine worship and things sacred, can 
they be expected to sympathize with the national feelings of 
others in a remote age ? Hence the sad and mystical tone 
of commentators on tluj Psalms, a tone, which, if we forget 
the word Psalms and substitute national songs in its stead, is 
at once changed. If we consider the spirit of social union and 
friendship, that animates the n.ational poetry and songs, when 
all ranks of free people come together mutually to excite and 
congratulate each other, in prosperity, in joy and in success- 
ful well-doing, or to condole with each other respecting na- 
tional misfortunes, we shall find in most of the Psalms more 
beauty and interest. 

Some, for example, arc obviously songs of gratul.ation and 
joy, that they could now go up to Jerusalem to rejoice as a 
nation. 

O come, let us sin^i; unto Jehovah,* 

Make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, 

And make a joyful noise with Psalms. 

For great is Jehovah our God, 

A great king above all gods. 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth. 


»Ps. xcv. 



The heighti of the mountains ar e his also. 

His is the sea, which he created, 

The firm land his hands hare formed. 

Come let us worship and bow down. 

Let us kneel before Jehovah our maker. 

For he is our God, and we the people of his land, 

The flock, which he feedeth like a shepherd. 

To-day, if ye will hear his (the shepherd’s) voice, 

Hardsn not your hearts, as at Mcribah, 

At Massa in the desert. — 

The application of an historical fact in the last lines, as 
well as the expression tf>-day,’’ which is often satlly misinter- 
preted and misripplied, derive their Jinimation from the living 
voice, by wliich a nation is summoned together, and the festi- 
val ])rocl aimed, from which none had a right to be absent. 
Considered in rtdcronce to tliis, every word is full of opposite 
meaning. The same, also, may be said of tlio 100th and oth- 
er Psalms. In oth(;rs we find expressed the joy of those, who 
at such national assemblies went up in processio^i to the tem- 
ple, and hero and there a reference to tlieir jorirney thither.* 

How beautiful are thy tents, Jehovah Sabaoth, 

3Iy soul longcth and fainteth for the courts of Jehovah. 

My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 

As the bird, that hath found her house. 

The swallow her nest, where she left her young, 

So look I upon thy altar, Jehovah Sabaoth, 

My king and iny God. 

Blessed are they, that abide in thy house, 

They sing continually thy praise. 

Blessed is he that fixeth his heart upon thee, 

And goeth joyfully to thee in thy ways.t 
They go through the thirsty valley of Baca. 

* Ps. ixxxiv. 

t Obviously the publick roads to Jerusalem, which at that time would 
be full of travellers. The trodden ways arc in their hearts, means, 
according to a well known idiom, they delight in them, go in them gladly. 
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And find it abounding in water.* 

Blessed also is he, that guideth them.f 
They go with ever increasing strength, t 
Till they behold in Zion the God of Gods* 

Jehovah, (iJod of Sabaoth ! 

Hear iny prayer ! 

Give ear, O God of Jacob ! 

Behold, O God our shield, 

And look upon the face of thine anointed. 

A day in thy courts 
Is better than ii thousand. 

I would rather stand at the threshold of my God, 

Than dwell in the tents of the prodigal.|| 

For Jehovah God is our sun and shield, 

Jehovah assures to us grace and glory, 

No good will ho withhold from the uprigbt. 

Blcsscd, O Jehovah Sabaoth I 
Is the man, that tviisteth in thee.§ 

Tho first sadly inisinforprotcd part of this Psrilm cannot be 
Ibettor illustrated (absit iiividia dicto!) than by the example of 
those, who make pilirritna^t^s to Mecca. As with them the 
inward emotion and interest increase, the nearer, in passing 
through the desert, they approach to the sacred spot, as they 
fall into an ecstacy, when they behold the glittering towers of 

* I adopt tho reading, here which means to drink, and thus from the 
antithesis between this and Baca the sense becomes more beautiful 
and natural. They forget their thirst, and are animated by their approach 
to Jerusalem, for they sec the sanctuary, the end of their journey. That 
they are still journeying, appears from the 8th verse w'hich follow's. 

t This is plainly the Caravanbaschi orGhaHr, as the Pilgrims to Mec. 
«a denominate him. 

X Though w'cary and fainting in the dry valleys about Jerusalem. 

H The word here has an extensive sense including that of enemy* 
villain, oppressor, Jobber, and prodigal. 

§ That is, who is faithful and true, as our law books say. This word 
embraces in the Psalms the duties of a subject towards God, as the pre- 
vious verses celebrate the benefits conferred by God as a protector. 

9 
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the Caaba, so here the marchT to Jerusalem through the 
parched valleys is pursued with longing desire, and still in- 
casing vigour and delight. These burning vales become to 
them, as it were, living fountains of water, for in Baca they 
already see the countenance of Jehovah. — The second part of 
the Psalm, also, is word for word, from the actual circumstan- 
ces of the national worship at Jerusalem. There are here no 
far-fetched and mystical images. As here, in the time of Da- 
vid, prayer is offered for tlic king, so in other Psalms prosperi- 
ty for the whole land is iiitreatcd, especially in the language 
adapted to tlie national assemblies. 

I am glad, when they say to me,* 

Let us go into the house of Jehovah. 

My feet stand within thy gates, 

0 Jerusalem ! 

Jerusalem is built a compact city, 

Honse joins to house within it.f 
Thither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jehovth, 

To the memorial feast for Israel, 

To praise the majesly of Jehovah. 

There stand the thrones of judgment. 

The thrones, wdiich the king hath established. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 

They shall prosper that love ihce. 

Peace be within thy walls. 

And tranquility within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions’ sakes 

1 will say, peace be within thee. 

Because of the temple of our God, 

1 will sock thy good. 

The young inhabitant of the country, who had once seen 
Jerusalem and would gladly see it again, could not speak of 

* Ps. exxii. ^ 

t As a countryman in going to the city amoDg us would say, 

Urbem, quam dicunt Romam, MsUboea, putavi 
Stultus ego fauic nosire similem, Ac. 
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it with more simplicity of feeling, than this songokhibits. Oth- 
er Psalms express the wish for prosperity in general, others 
celebrate the intercourse of families and tribes, and still othei|(p 
praise the dignity of the priests, and the pomp of the reS# 
gious ceremoniel. In calamitous times their songs have "a 
tone of mourning and lamentation, in prosperous times of 
joyousness ; and these national festivals in a word have pro- 
daced a portion of the Psalms, in which a true publick spirit 
prevails. All whicli commence with the Lord is king,” are 
of this kind ; rnctst, also, of the thanksgiving and halelujah 
Psalms, some of the family of Korah, some of Asaph, and the 
most touching Psalm of David, “As the hart panteth !” ex- 
presses a longing after the temple of God, and was obviously 
adapted for such a national festival. It is the main point of 
the Psalm, that he cannot even now participate 

In the voire of song and gratulation, 

In the crowd of those, who dance at the temple of God. 

Moses organizetl these national assemblies, and is therefore, 
also, the father of these lyrick effusions. 

Second. The God of Israel was without a sensuous repre- 
sentation. In the most sacred place of his tabernacle was 
Itiid the book of the law, in an ark, and the Cherubim, as the 
symbols of the marvellous and the sacred, stood upon it. The 
space between them w^as regarded as the dwelling place of Je- 
hovah, and thus he is often called, “ Jehovah who dwelleth 
between the Cheruhiirt.” Gml, moreover, had no throne in 
the temple. The book of the law was his throne. He was 
its guardian and executor, and shielded it with the force of 
his authority. — The purpose aimed at, was of the noblest kind, 
and was nothing less, than to make the national system of 
worship one witli the political constitution, and consecrate the 
Jaw itself, as a league, a compact, a treaty of God with the na- 
tion. According to the spirit of the system, again, idolatrouB 
images and sensuous representations of God could no more ex- 
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ist among the creations of their poets, than they could be suf- 
fered in the temple and sanctioned by the law. But poetry 
was on this account the more free to celebrate the praises of 
God, as the God of the nation ; and the giver of its laws ; and 
this it has in fact done. Many of the national songs cele- 
brate the king, who dwclleth in darkness (so it was in the most 
holy place) but who hath established his throne iji righteous- 
ness and judgment. They exhort all the magistrates of the 
land to administer juJstice in the name of God ; for only through 
the medium of his laws is God present, and etliciently work- 
ing among his people.* 

Jehovah rcipisl the nations tremble before him ! 

He is throned upon the Cherubim, the world is moved ! 

The great Jehovah is in Zion, 

The lofty one above all the nations. 

The king hath strength, who loveth judgment, 

Thou hast established ordinances, 

And maintained law and equity in Jacob. 

Exalt Jehovah our God, 

And bow down at his footstool, 

Before his sanctuary. 

Moses and Aaron among his priests. 

And Samuel among them, that invoke his nainc.t 
They called upon Jehovah, 

And he answered them ; 

He spake to thern from the clouds, 

And they observed his words. 

The laws and ordinances, which he guve.t 
Jehovah our Qod, thou heardest them, 

♦ Ps. xeix. 

^ Who was not a priest. The distinction is here made, obviously, as 
it was presented to the senses in the service of the temple ; priests and 
laymen, servants and worshippers. 

t This language relates to the pure national laws, and the instutions of 
the land ; to utter feelings of triumph respepting these is the spirit and 
apope of the ode. 
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Thou didst favour them, and vindicate their work.* 

Exalt ye Jehovah, our God, 

Cast yourselves down before the holy mount, 

Where our God, the lofty one, is enthroned. 

How spiritless is all this, when severed from its original con- 
nexions and relations ! But how apposite, when these praises 
arc considered as the jubilant expressions of a free people, to 
be ruled only by the fixed and determinate laws of God. 

God stands in the congregation of his people, t 
Ho judgeth among the gods of the earth. 

How long will ye judge unjustly ? 

And respect the person of the oppressor ? 

Do justice to the poor and the orphan, 

Give their rightto the oppressed and needy, 

Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked . 

They know not, neither do they understand, 

They go on in their blindness. 

Therefore the foundations of our land tremble- 
I have said, ye arc Gods, 

All of you son.s of the highest. 

But like feeble men must ye die, 

And together as one go down to the ground.T 
Lift up thyself, O God, and judge the land, 

For all the tribes are thine inheritance. 

Thus did poetry with patriotic spirit dare to reprove tyrants,, 

* Thou didst stand by them, guard their institutions, aid them against 
their enemies, &c. 

f Ps. Ixxxii. God sat in judgment in the middle of the land, in the most 
holy place, where in doubtful cases the highest judge consulted him. He 
sat also in all the tribunals of the eountry, which were held only in his 
name. God alone waa king and judge; and, even when there were kings 
in Israel, they could and must bt? regarded only as vicegerents of God^ 
subject to the constitution of the country as thidr law. 

X The 7th verse is placed in antithesis with the 6th in both its me ni. 
bers. If they are so placed in contrast,, Gods and men, all and one, tbs. 
tbscurity disappears, 

•9 
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and present in the midst of them that king, in whose name 
alone they were the judges and princes of his people. The 
poet had only to recal to their minds the positive constitution 
of their country, and the 94th Psalm exhibits the same subject 
with still greater ardour. All those pieces, which celebrate 
God as king, (political songs celebrating the fundamental prin- 
ciples of the government), are so confident in regard to this, 
that they call on sea and land, nations and people, to confess, 
that the God of whom they sing, is alone an upright and just 
king ; that Judah alone has a form of government eternal like 
God, strong and impregnable like nature, for both are the work 
of one and the same God. It is the method of many Psalms 
to place side by side, the wonders of God in nature, and his 
ordinances among them, which they regard as alike marvel- 
lous. Very probably, the choirs alternated with each other in 
these enumerations, and, by combining together as one, the 
great and the small, they give to the movement of the whole 
dignity and stateliness. 

1. 2, Praise ye Jehovah, * 

1. For it is good to sing praises to our God, 

2. For pleasant and comely is the song of praife^ 

1. Jehovah biiildeth up Jeru6alein,t 
And assembleth the outcasts of Israel, 
lie hcalcth the broken in heart. 

And bindetb up their wounds. 

2. lie reckoncth the nunibor of the Stars, 

And cailetli them by their names. 

Great is our Lord, and of great power, 

His understanding is infinite. 

1. Jehovah raiseth up the oppressed, 

2. And howeth t le oppressor to the dust, 

1. Sing to Jehovah in alternate choirs, 

*P8. c.\lvii. 

1 1 do not mean to decide by the division of this psalm, that the two 
numbers of the parallelism were sung by two different choirs. By tht 
numbers 1 have only indicated the general economy of the piece. 
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9. Play to him upon the harp. 

1. He covereth the heaven with clouds. 

He prepureth rain for the earth, 

He maketh grass to grow upon the mountaini. 

He givcth to the beasts their food, 

To the young ravens, when they cry. 

9. His delight is not in the strength of the horse. 

Nor his glory in him that runneth swiftly. 

Jehovah loveth them that fear him, 

And that trust in his goodness. 

1.2. Praise Jehovah, O Jerusalem t 
Praise thy God, O Zion ! 

For he sircngtheneth the bars of thy gates. 

He blesscth thy children within thee, 
lie giveth tiiee peace in thy borders, 

And fdleth thee with the iincst of the wdieat. 

1. He giveth his commandment to the earth. 

His word runneth very sw'ifily. 

Ho giveth snow like wool, 

Ho scattcreth hoar-frost like ashes. 

He casteth down ice in masses, 

Wlio can stand before his cold ? 

2. He utiercth his word, and they are inidted, 

causeth the wind to blow, and the waters fiuw. 

1. 2. He showeth his word unto Jacob, 

His Statutes and judgments unto Israel. 

He hath done so to no other nation, 

And they know not his ordinances. 

Praise yo Jehovah. 

Far as I am from introducing the artifices of dramatic repre^ 
sentation into the psalms, it yet appears tome, that the alterna^ 
tion of parts is lu^re prtJlty evident, though they may be other- 
wise divided. Tlie bold combination of the wonders of na- 
ture with those of the state institutions is tlie soul of the whole. 

Third. Jehovah, who reigned only by means of laws, had 
servants, who in every good regulation were to be the soul of 
his kingdom ; interpreters and guardians of the constitution, 
and even its supreme executive ; for they were the highest tri- 
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bunal in the land. They were moreover the regulators of tho> 
calendar, had charge of weights and measures in trade, were 
Judges respecting contagious diseases, and physicians. They 
executed contracts of property, arranged the festivals, accord* 
ing to which every thing else was regulated, summoned the 
people to the national assemblies, and marched with the 
sanctuary of the nation in war, to inspire the army with com- 
age by their songs, trumpets and the presence of their God. 
The first servant of God, the high priest, was the first servant 
of righteousness. 

His breast plate was called the breast plate of judgment, 
as among the Egyptians the presiding priest and judge carried 
before him the symbol of justice. The high priest however 
bore no symbol ; but the names of the twelve tribes of his 
brethren, engraven upon precious stones, must rest upon his 
heart, and with them liglit and right,* that is, tlie most perfect 

•That Urim and Thummim signifies the fullest, truest light, does not 
admit of a doubt, and as little can it be doubted, that the expression 
*‘Thou shall make (set, give) the breastplate of judgment for a Urim 
and Thummim” means in the Hebrew, “Thou shall make it the mark 
and insignia of the highest and truest judicial decision, in which no eva- 
sion, no doubt, can any longer avail.” I do not attempt to decide how 
the oracle of God in the sanctuary answered the high priest, whether 
as it did Moses, by an audible voice, or by an inward guiding of his 
thoughts, such that when he entered with his question into this sacred 
place, he felt himself seized by a Divine infiuence, and inspired with Di- 
vine truth. It is enough that the high priest answered in the name of 
God ; and to enquire of God by Urim and Thummim, means simply to 
enquire of the person, who bore the Urim and Thummim, and who, 
as the bearer of this, was qualified to answer, that is, legitimo modo, 
through the presiding judge. See Num. xxvii.. 21. His answer too 
was confided in as an oracular decision, and we find at a later period the 
expression, even respecting human counsels, “when one enquired of him, 
it was as if he enquired of God.” la short the Urim and Thummim was 
wisdom and truth, as of a Divine oracle, the clearest and most infallible 
decision. This Moses was to make the breast plate of judgment, that 
is, ordain this splendid attire, consecrate it, and adapt its form thia 
purpose. The case was the same with this, as with the attire of tbA 
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lighl, and the most unreserved expression of it, abide in hkr 
breast. 

In the poetry of the Hebrews, the figurative images used to 
express tlie highest dignity were drawn from the attire of the 
priest, and especially of the high priest, because he was the 
first of the nation in rank, and of princely dignity by his con- 
secration to God. Hence the costly magnificence of the age 
and country stood connected with him. The priests were 
clothed with righteousne.ss and salvation,* that is, as they 
were judges and sacred persons, guardians and administrators 
of the institutions of the country, on w'hich the hajijiiiiess of 
the nation depended, so their ofiicial attire was a symbol of 
both justice, the general order of socic^ty, and of the wcdl be- 
ing of the nation and Jehovah’s delight in it. From this idea 
originat(Ml the figurative expressions in Moses, the Prophets, 
and Psalms, which to ns appear so strange, and to scofh^ra 
wore ridiculous, because wo neither possess nor fool any sym- 
pathy with such sacred symbols, ns w'cre there an object of the 
highest rcvoiamce to a whole pciople. Our prii'sts are clothed 
rather with cojitempt, and their attire is the sackcloth of pov- 
erty. The term “ established religion” is in many countries 
•0 much a term of reproach and contempt, that when, in con- 

head of the high priest, and the inscription upon bis forehead “holiness 
|o the Lord.*’ This indicated his regal dignity, ns standing in the place 
of God, that his office and duty, as the presiding judge, to bear the 
whole people upon his heart, to bring them in reinoiuhranco before (xod, 
and to be, as it were, a mediator between God and his people This he 
was by virtue of his olfice, by enquiring of God in doubtful cases, and by 
deciding according to the voice of God in his name. So long as Moses 
lived, he enquired of Jehovah. When he was no more, who should enquire 
of him but the highest judge. He did so by right of office, and there, 
fore dared never appear before Jehovah without his breast plate of judg. 
menu More than this the Uriin and Thummim certainly was not ; nor 
sould it be two dice, since answers were givep more difScuU and cir- 
f uinstantial, than it was possible for dice to give. 

*P8, cxzxii, 9* 16. 
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nexion with entirely different est.abli8hment8 and times, Wf 
read the word “priests,” even the noblest imagery becomes 
debased and belittled. There the ruin of the country could 
not be more affoctingly and vividly represented to the people, 
than by snyiiig, “The sanctuary is profaned, the crows of 
the Divine majesty is fillen from the head of the high priesti 
the priests go in sackcloth and mourn.” Their deiilement 
was the defilement of the nation ; their adorning the emblem 
of general order and happiness. 

I exceedingly rejoice in Jehovah, 

My heart is joyful in niy God, 

He dollies me in garments of salvation, 
lie covcreih me with a princely robe. 

As a bridegroom I stand in priestly attire, 

As a bride in her bridal adorning; 

For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 

And as the garden causeth its seed to grow, 

Jehovah eauseth righteousness to spring up, 

And glory before all the nations.^ 

Such among tliis pcjople were the images of the sanctuary. 
Unity among brethren and in families could not he more beau- 
tifully set forth, than by the odour of the precious ointment, 
that was poured upon the head of the high priest. t As tht 
most precious odour offered to Jehovah diffused around am 

^Simon, the sou of Onias, the high priest, 

How was he honoured before the whole people! 

When he came forth out of the Sanctuary, 

As the Morning star coining out of a cloud. 

As the full moon, as the clear sun 
Shineth upon tlie temple of the Most High. 

As the rainbow painted the bright cloud, 

As the rose in the spring of the year, 

As lilies by the rivers of water. 
jSee the whole passage Ecclesiasticus. chap, 50, 
tFii. cjuxiii. 



igreeable sensation, which nothing else gave, scf unity among 
brethren spread a delight and dagrancy, in the highest sense* 
pleasing botli to God and man. Princes and priests were> 
from the earliest times associated under the conceptions that, 
both stood ill the place of God, and in this language, accord* 
ingto the origin of the word, they were, as servants who 
. ihight approach the ..Divinity, syntmymoiis. In the family go* 
▼ernment of the primitive world the father was the prince and 
priest of his family; Melchiscdeck, king of righteousness, 
and priest of the most high God. The Psalm, which depicts 
the regal dignity in the highest colours, which places the king 
by the side of Jehovah, and enthrones him at liis right hand, 
exalts him to this dignity only by associating him with tha. 
eonceptiori of the priesthood.* 

Jehovah hath sworn and will not repent, 

Thou art a priest forever, 

I make thee in rank a Melcbisedeek. 

In the later periods of Hebrew poetry priests and angels 
were associated.! Since the priests were messengers of Je- 
hovah, that i.s, administrators of his laws, since they had the 
privilege of approaching to the throne of God, and serving him 
in his temple, as soon as the heavens came U) be represented 
as the tent and temple of God, the representation of priests 
serving him there also was a natural conse(|U(Mico. Even in 
Isaiah the Seraphim arc princes and priests, that is servants 
of a king enthroned in his teinple.J In the vision of Eze* 
chiel the angel, who marks the innocent that they may be 
spared, is a priest; || as also the sublime form in Daniel, who 
interprets the vision.^ At this period all the images of puri* 
ty, of dignity, and magiiihccnce from those ancient times 
were spiritualized, and referred to these heavenly powers; and 
is this form also appear the ailgels of the New Testament. 

cz. t MsK ii 7, iii. 1. X Isa. vi. 9. y Ezech. iz. 3, i Dan. a.6. 



In the Revelation of John angels and heavenly priests, art 
one and the same. In this and in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
Christ, when his highest regal dignity is to be exhibited, is 
represented as a high priest. 

Fourth. Before the princes of the East no one could ven- 
ture to appear without presents ; this custom Moses availed 
himself of to introduce into his system the use of the ancient 
patriarchal offerings, and to allure the senses and affections of 
the people more entirely from Egyptian customs, and to attain 
also other ends, that will be mentioned hereafter. Among 
the Egyptians living beasts were offered only to the infernal 
God, Typhon, and for this purpose those were selected, which 
were noxious, hateful, and of evil omen ; while to the good 
spirits were offoif'd inanimate, and for the most part odorifer- 
ous gifts. As Mos(*s, tlio most zealous enemy of slavery, 
made inalienable freedom the liindamenliil law of his nation, 
«o he consecrated the whole nation, especially the firstborn, 
who had been spared in the last JCgyptian plague, as tlie pro- 
perty of Jchovali. Jtere God remitted his right; he gave to 
the father his son, and received instead of him a beast for an 
offering; but of necessity a clean beast, because^ nothing un- 
clean could approach a holy God, iniich less be presented to 
him as an offering. So also with the fruits of the land, which 
belonged to (»od, and of wdiich he reserv(;d to himself the 
first fruits, as a tliankoffcring, and an acknowledgment of the 
tenure, by which the land was held. The first fruits and the 
whole ofterings wore the first proper sacrifices of duty and of 
righteousness, us expressed in the language of the Psalm. 

Do good according tg thy good pleasure unto Zion, 

Build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shall .sacrifices of duty please thee, 

The offerings, which go up with incense, 

The young bullocks upon thine altar. 

The sin and trespass offerings had a purpose equally good ; 
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they brought out secret sins, which the law could hot punish, 
and even sins of omission, before Jehovah, that is, before his 
judges, and were thus better than auricular confessions, police 
officers, and cruel secret tribunals. Here they came with 
frankness before God, with the sin offering in their hands, 
took upon themselves the punishment, which the law pre- 
scribed, and dared not wait for it from the arbitremcnt of the 
priest. Even the inconvenience of this offering, which could 
be made only before the sanctuary, made some degree of fore- 
sight necessary. But the best application, which poetry mad# 
of these offerings, was of a spiritual kind. 

Have compassion on me according to thy mercy,* 

In thy great mercy blot out my transgressions. 

For lo ! I am a sinful man. 

And sinful the mother, which bore me. 

But thou lovest inward truth alone ; t 
And shewest mo the hidden sense of thy law. 

As a priest must thou cleanse me, X 
And then shall I be clean. 

If thou wash me, I shall be white like snow. 

Look not upon my misdoings, 

Blot out all my transgressions, 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

Renew a right spirit within me. 

So will 1 teach transgressors thy way, 

And sinners shall turn unto thee. 

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God; 

So will I sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

Thou dcsirest not sacrifice, else would I give it ; 

Thou delightest not in burnt-offerings. H 
The sacrifices of God are a contrite spirit, 

*Ps. li. 

t “The outward offering is not thy aim. It has a spiritual meaning, 
which the people know not, and which thou has taught me.*’ 

X This is the hidden import of sacridees according to David’s under- 
standing. God must purify men, and the purification of the priest could 
be only an emblem of this. 

0 For murder and adultery no expiatory offering could be made. 

10 
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Aii humble and broken beartf 
Thou doet not despise. 

And in another prayer, whisfe he fenders thanks for bene^ 
fits. 

Many things, O Jehovah, hast thoU done for us,* 

And thy wonderful thoughts are without number. 

Yet will 1 declare, and speak of them. 

Though they cannot be numbered. 

Sacrifice, and offering thou didst not desire, 

Thou saidst to me secretly in mine ear,f 
Burnt-offering and sin-offering thou wouldst not. 

Then Said I, lo ! I come freely, t 
Yea it is written for me in the law, 

1 delight to do thy will, O my God ! 

What thou requirestis within my heart. 

I will proclaim what is thy will, 

Before all the people, 

I will not refrain my lips, 

O Jehovah, thou knowest. 

A publick confes.sioii, publick songs of contrition and thanks^ 
giving, David here puts in the place of sacrifices, and main- 
tains, that in so doing, he fulfils the inward and true sense of 
the law. The Prophets are filled with corresponding expres- 
sions. We have no sacrificial songs in the Scriptures, such 
as the pagans used : those which treat of sacrifices are all mo- 
ral and spiritual. So, also, was it with the most ancient, and 

* Ps. xl. 5—10. 

t The expression, “ thou openest mine ear,*’ means obviously only 
what is clearly expressed afterwards. Thou lettest me silently appre- 
hend thy will, thy proper aim, in all sacrifices. Thou sayest in mine ear, 
what the common people do not know, the sense of thy written law, and 
of the duties there prescribed. 

t That is, “ us a servant I am gladly obedient to the secret voice. ** If 
this be the inward and proper sense of the law, it abides also in my own 
breast. It is that, which my own heart longs after, and gladly perfurme 
at duty. Compare Deut. xxz. 11. 12. 
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most pleasing, unbloody thanko-fferings, and offerings of in- 
een'te. We have one song respecting them, of which the most 
enlightened age need not be ashamed. It is 

The Fiftieth Psalm. — ^Asaph’s. 

The God of Gods, Jehovah, spake, 

And called upon tho earth, 

From the rising of the sun to its going down. 

From ^ion, the glory of the land, God shone forth* 

Our God cometh, and shall not be silent, 

Devouring fire goeth forth before him, 

And a mighty tempest is round about him. 

He culleththe heavens above, and the earth,t 
To give judgment upon his people. 

“ Gather my saints together unto me, 

Who have covenanted with me by sacrifice.** 

And all the heavens proclaimed him judge, 

Jehovah, as a righteous judge. 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak, 

I will testify against thee, even I, thy God, 

I reprove thcc not for thy burnt offerings, t 
For the incense, that ever ascends to me. 

I desire no bullocks from thy house. 

Nor he goats out of thy folds, 

For every bpast of the forest is mine, 

The beasts upon a thousand hills. 

I know all the fowls of the mountains, 

And the wild beast of the field is mine. 

If I were hungry, I need not tell thee. 

For mine is the world and its fulness. 

* As always from mountains ; now however, no longer from Sinai and 
Seir, but from Zion, the glorious crown, the chief ornament of the whoW 
land, because God dwelt upon it. 

t Before heaven and earth Israel had bound themselves to his covenant, 
Deut. zzxi. 28. and these must now, therefore, be witnesses, how Israel 
had understood and kept it. The All wise, however, v. 7. speaks in their 
name, and the judge becomes himself thp witness. 

t That is, I do not put you upon trial with regard to cxtera^l offerings i 
nf these you bring me enough* 



Thinkeit thou I eat the flesh of bullocks ? 

Or drink the blood of goats ? 

Ofier unto God thanksgiving, 

Pay thy vows to the Most High, 

Call upon me in the day of troublo, 

And when T deliver thee, honour thou me. 

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me, 

And to liiin, that taketh heed to his way. 

Will I show the salvation of God. 

It would carry me too far, to go through more particulars 
of the Mosaick code, and show, how, even in regard to indi- 
vidual expressions, they luave modified the language of poetry 
in tlie Prophets and Psalms. Let it suffice, to gather, yet, a 
few of the choicest spticimens, since there is not room for a 
harvest of particular rtuiiarks. 


1. In the politic al organization of Israel, every thing was 
originally conncctod with tlie sanctuary, and even bodily dis- 
eases, like moral del iiiquences, were regarded as rendering the 
subject of them impure. Hence, not only those were very 
naturally us(?d as euiibleiiis of these, but also, the Prophets and 
poets spake of llioiii in the language of the Sanctuarjr, that is, 
freely, openly, and without circumlocution. They regulated 
themselves, in this particular, not according to the laws of 
good society among us, of which they knew nothing. They 
spake as the law of Moses spake, as the father of his people 
thought. To the physician, expressions are allowed, which 
the refined villain, from no regard to morality, avoids ; and a 
physician, who passes judgment as a priest, must not direct 
himself by tlie modes of a later and difTercnt age, It is mere 
folly, also, to judge of this whole class of words and images 
among the Hebrews by the caprices of our customs, and to af- 
fect to shudder at a Psalm, which paints base crimes in the 
form of loathsome eruptions, or at a chapter of the ProphetS| 
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which describes with truth and energy, the corrupt manners 
of the age. In this, too, however, poetry is modified in accord* 
ance with the particular age and character of the poet. At 
the court of Solomon was not heard the language, which Eze- 
chiel, the son of a priest, who had earnestly devoted himself 
to study the law of Moses, the temple, and the ancient customs, 
ventured to employ in his minute expositions. Such things 
were called by their true names in the East, too, for the very 
purpose of awakening detestation and loathing, by the shame 
of the exposure ; for it is known, that those nations, in all these 
points, feel disgust more readily than we. By the Jewish law 
impurities were severely prohibited, which, among us are free 
from restraint, and an Arab would often blush at the questions 
of a European. 

2. In the Sanctuary every small vessel, and every distinct 
part of the wall or tent had its name, and since all these things, 
as a Divine plan devised on Mount Sinai, and inirmtely de- 
scribed in the law, came down to a later age, it was a matter 
of course, that they should become the subjects of reflection, 
and poetical embellishment. Yet, it is not the less true, that 
the best periods of Hebrew poetry knew nothing of the fables, 
which were invented by the allegorizing spirit of a later age. 
What David sings of the liidden import of the law, is all of it 
really contained in Moses, and the developments of the Pro- 
phets, remain always true to the general character and frame 
of the institution. After the captivity, when the second tem- 
ple was to be built, hidden meanings began to be devised, yet 
with some degree of wisdom, as is seen in Ilaggai and Zech- 
arias. The spirit of Jiiystical interpretation first spread itself 
from Egypt, at a still later period. 

I do not mean by this to say, that tlm tabernacle of Moses, 
ajid his form of Divine worship, were not significant, even in 
their minute particulars. They w'ore so, but only in regard to 
the general spirit of his law, and in the relation of individual 
parts to the whole. Moses was from Egypt and we know tho 
10 * 



iEgyptians were fond of hieroglyphics in their religious ser?ioe» 
and even in their sacred edifices. Of some, he himself ex* 
plains the import,* and thereby puts us upon the track ; in fol- 
lowing which, however, we must keep to the age o.f Moses, 
and the point of view, in which he stood ; otherwise, we are 
in danger of seeing every thing in a wrong and inverted posi- 
tion. The Prophets will furnish occasions for sJiying some- 
thing on this point, and something will be indicated in the 
following poetical sketch, but this is not the place to go into 
the general character of the whole. 

3. The peculiar purpose of Moses, in giving the lavv, was 
not sacrifices, nor the forgivness of sins, but the prosperity of 
the State, the political welfare of the people of Jehovah. The 
most enlightened of the Prophets, especially Samuel and Isaiah, 
proceeded on the same plan, and there is no one of them, who 
did not make this a leading object in his discourses and plans. 
If, therefore, in far later times, particular sayings and customs 
were separated from their true relations, and more importance 
attached to them, than Moses and his followers gave them, 
in the relations which they held with others, if in regard to 
the so called penitential Psalms, and the goat, that was sent 
into the wilderness, systems were invented, of which David 
and Moses never thought, this is yet l)ut the common and ne- 
cessary result, to which the revolutions of time subject them. 
It is to be considered, that those later ages liud a number of 
different books, whose different sentiments they confounded 
together, and whose language, moreover, they employed for 
clothing their own thoughts. Here, too, it was a matter of 
jmporlance what kind of men made use of tlu iii, what ideas 
they had in their own minds, and what would ij irticularly find 
favour with them; finally, in wfiat regard they were themselves, 

* Thus Moses speaks of the circumcision of the hei-rt, that the priest, 
when he goes into the sanctuary, bears the sins of the people, &c. The 
latter gave occasion, perhapi^, to the beautiful 53d chapter of Isaiah, aa 
the 11th verse shows, 



held by the succeeding age, and what kind of style its taste 
approved. This was sometimes the poetical, then the phildN* 
sophical ; and the best course, therefore, is to leave every thing 
to its own age, and its own author, and go to the original form 
of Moses, the ancient Israelitish Egyptian. 

4. If any one institution has more especially tended to pre* 
serve the poetry and the laws of Moses, it is the Sabbath. To 
this are we indebted for the preservation, in the freshness of 
living beauty, of all these treasures of the poetic art. Not oi^ 
ly was it owing to this, that the remembrance of the Creator 
of the world, (itself an idea in the highest degree productive 
to the human race), retained and associated with their nation- 
al blessings, was celebrated in prayers and songs; not only that 
in somewhat more (Jiiliglitencd and quiet times, passages of 
the law, with or without reflection, were read and expounded ; 
chronology, reading, writing, history, political order, Jincieiit 
ideas, and new liop^is, in short, the intelligence and cultivation 
of the people, were held at least, in reserve by this simple in- 
stitution, and by means of it wore, after tlu^y had fallen into 
neglect, revived in better times. With t!ic sabbaths and 
festivals were associated the order of the state, and the regula- 
tion of the calender, and with these their iVoodoin, and the 
year of jubilee. Can we, then, find fault willi the Prophets, 
that they clothe in images derived from these so many golden 
dreams of future happiness, and express, in joyful songs, ideas 
of endless freedom and perpetual jubilee, with obvious reference 
to sabbatical institutions and forms ! What man becomes thua 
animated without liope, and is it not tlie greatest, the noblest,, 
and the most steadiest soul, that amidst tlie corruptions of the 
times, and from tlic ruins of foriiier prosperity, foresees and 
celebrates in song the greater prosperity and happiness, that 
is still to be attained. 



V. 


OTHER REGULATIONS OF MOSES. 

1. Of the mode, in which Moses preserved and honoured the paternal 
authority. Elfocts of it observed in idiomatical expressions, in th# 
tone of history, in the maxims of morality, and the moral poetry of 
the Hebrews. 

S. Relation of the wife to her husband and to the family. Proofs of it 
in passages of poetry, and of the Mosaic laws. Figurative represen- 
tations respecting family discipline, marriage, fruitfulness, love, and 
wisdom. Moral precepts of the mother of Lemuel to her son.— 
Praise of a country housewife among the Hebrews. 

3. Union of families in a tribe. Independent freedom of the individual 
tribes. Whether Moses took into view the existence of distinctions of 
rank in the capital city, the luxury and warlike glory of his nation. 
Form of Hebrew poetry, as derived from the rural simplicity of the 
people. 

4 . Why the Prophets were so zealous against luxury and oppression. 
The purpose, which they aimed to attain, marked out in the Mosaic 
economy, their right and authority. 

5. Connexion of all the tribes through their relation to thn promised land 
and to the Patriarchs. Confinement of the people and of the law of 
Moses to the local boundaries of the country. Local character of all 
the Hebrew writings, hopes and poetic inventions. Of the peculiar 
providence of God over Canaan. Origin of this kind of representa- 
tion. Use of it in iMoses and in the poets. 

6. Second bond of connexion among the tribes from tho Theocracy. 
General principle of ilif3 government. Dignity and beauty of it for 
rational beings. Proofs from the tribunals, punishments, taxes, reve- 
nues, &c. Most of the Hebrew poetry of a political character. 

7. Objection against the tribe of Levi as being the chief support of the 
Theocracy. Why this tribe was placed in that condition. First plan 
of Moses. The manner, in w’hich the lawgiver limited this tribe, the 
duties imposed upon it, and how far it was injurious to the general or- 
ganization. 

8. Of the Prophets, on whom the hopes of Moses were placed. Sad 



lit 


filte of Moses, that he could not himself establish his laws in Canaattc 
Causes and consequences of this, and his own regret on account of 
it. End of the 90th Psalm. Hope of Moses. 

9. Of the reference to Godin the laws of Moses. Necessity and use 
of this. Whether it was merely pretented. Whether wc can or ought 
to decide on this point. The law of God and Moses, a Jewish fable. 

It will be necessary to say yet a few words respecting the 
customs of the nation, of whose poetry vve are treating, res- 
pecting the cultivation, which they received through the laws 
of Moses, and generally respecting the political design of these 
laws. For we can attain a distinct knowledge of the fruit 
only through a knowldedge of the tree, on which it grew. 

1. The relations of father and child ^ constituted the primitive 
forms of government among men, and with a race of herds- 
men, such as the Hebrews were, these remained for a long pe- 
riod the firmest bonds of union. As the Israelites had before 
them as examples, in the patriarchs of their tribes, no other 
than a paternal government; so were these inherent rights of 
humanity held sacred by the law of Moses. It prescribed to 
children the reverence of their parents, as the condition, on 
which they were to enjoy the land of promise, and the same 
lesson is enforced by the moral poetry of tlio nation. Their 
language has no more favourite expression, by which to de- 
signate even a king, a priest, a Prophet, the director or inven- 
tor of a thing, than the word father. Their history h.ad an 
expression of childlike simplicity in its style, because its ear- 
liest productions were from the times, when they were still a 
race of herdsmen, and these served as a model for those 
which followed. So too are their proverbs and preceptive in- 
structions peculiarly marked by a tone of paternal kindness 
^nd unaffected sincerity, of which scarcely any other people 
can furnish an example, because the poetry of no other people 
goes back to so early a period of the human race. The first 
chapters of the Proverbs of Solomon, which serve as an intro- 
duction to the book, are written with a style of engaging earn^ 
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9 Btneu,Mnd from the lips of the teacher, alluring his son to the 
paths wiscfem and virtue, flows as it were milk and honej^ 
Even the rigorous and precise laws of Moses do not abandoii 
this tone, wherever they enforce human obligations, and the 
book of Deuteronomy has the dignity and impressiveness of a 
■age imparting the lessons of wisdom to his children. Let one 
collect what is said, of the relation of children to their parents 
of and domestic happiness, in the Proverbs, Psalms, and Pro- 
phets, and he will have a summary of the earliest and most de- 
lightful moral sentiments. The ethical poetry of the Persians 
is refined, that of the Arabians subtle and discriminating, that 
of the Hebrews simple and childlike; the delicate nourish* 
ment of the primitive age of humanity. 

2. 'J'he wife according to Oriental notions was subjected to 
the husband. They had no thought of a sovereign and 
posing elevation of this sex, and celebrated in it only chastity, 
industry, modest, domestic, and matronly virtues. Customs, 
such as the luxurious poetry of later times ascribes to them, 
would in that age of the world have been folly or shame. It 
is therefore absurd to look for the gallant poetry of fashiona- 
able conversation among a people, when the female sex, shut 
up in retirement, either bloomed as a flower in the garden, or 
bore fruit like the vine. 

Blessed is he that feareth Jehovah^* 

And walkcth in his ways. 

Thou shult cat the labour of thy hands, 

Happiness and prosperity are with thee, 

Thy wife is like the fruitful vine, 

That spreads on the sides of thy house ; 

Thy children around ihy table 
Like plantations of young olives. 

Thou shall see^thy children’s children. 

And peace upon Israel. 


•P,, cjprvjU, 



That was the happiness of a rural simplicityi which poetry 
celebrated. The peaceful times of the future could not^ii 
seems, be more vividly pictured to a distracted kingdom, than 
by the expression, f 

A new thing wilt Jehovah create in the land, 

A woman shall compass a man. 

(that is there shall be so much security round about, that even 
the wife can give him protection, and, according to the con- 
dition of the ancient world, in the sphere of domestick happi- 
ness encompass him as a crown.) The laws of Moses place 
a high estimate upon this family enjoyment. The human 
lawgiver excused even from warlike service every mart, who 
had built an house, and had not yet inhabited it, who had 
planted a vineyard, and had not yet enjoyed its fruits, who had 
betrothed a wife, and. had not yet brought her to his home. 
“ Let him go,’* says the sage with a noble sentiment, “ and 
remain at home, lest he die in the war, and another dedicate 
his house, ariotlicr enjoy his vineyard, and another take home 
his betrothed wife.”* Happy the lawgiver who was capable 
of such sentiments! 

The laws of Moses interest themsclve.s, therefore, very 
carefully for the instruction, and the chaste conduct, of the 
daughters of Israel, the degrees of kindrwl, which might be 
united, and the publick purity of morals in the relations of the 
two sexes. No unchaste woman was tolerated in Israel. The 
lawgiver aimed to obviate whatever has a tendency to debase 
human nature, to render the familiar ijitercourse of near rela- 
tives dangerous, or to degrade the wife in the eyes of her hu» 
band. On all these points the laws of Moses are the most 
moral, and the most prudently devised, which were ever fra- 
med under such a climate. Let any one collect together the 
moral precepts of Solomon, and the son of Sirach, which 
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teat of the virtues and attractions of women, and he will find : 
there all that is ornamental in innocence, in gracefulness, in a 
<{uiet and sociable temper, and in industry, interwoven as in a 
garland of flowers. The happiness of a well, and the misery 
of an ill advised marriage, are painted in appropriate colours. 
It is not without occasion, that the bridegroom is anointed with 
the oil of gladness, crowned with a festal garland, and praised 
in songs of gratulation. The fruitfulness of the marriage 
relation was valued above all earthly blessings, and the nu- 
merous expressions in the Psalms^ respecting an unexpected 
good fortune under the figure, 'Uhat God makes the barren 
woman to be the mother of children,** had in the sense of that 
nation the strongest emphasis. So it is with the song of the 
mother of Samuel ,f who ascends by a climax of triumphal ex- 
pression, from her own domestic happiness to the happiness of 
her country, and of the world. So also with the frequent 
promises, that God shall distinguish the upright more especial- 
ly with this blessing. 

Lo children are an heritage from Jehovah, 

A flourishing offspring are his reward. 

As arrows in the hand of the hero, 

So arc sons in the pride of youth. 

Happy the man, whose quiver 
Is stored with arrows like these. 

They shall not be ashamed, 

When they speak with foes before the judge. 

The Platonism of love, as well as a monastic sanctity per- 
taining to the marriage relation, are foreign to the poetry of 
this people ; but how delicate and refined sentiments, notwith- 
standing, pervade all the scenes in the garden of love in Sol- 
omons songs. The sweetest attractions bloom there like gar- 
den flowers, the most delicate fruits are tested with the inno- 
cence of a brothers and sisters love. In the Proverbs of 
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Solomon wisdom and folly are both females. The latter could 
be represented under no image with more forcible admonition, 
than as the personification of a seducing adulteress, the for* 
mer, that wisdom which instructs and enlivens, becomes to 
the young man a bride, a mother, the object of his love, yea, 
the daughlrr of God, beloved from eternity. The passage of 
perhaps tlui most striking force in the Proverbs of Solomon is 
a lesson, wliich a mother teaches her son. It confirms by an 
example what I have been saying, and it will furnish, I trust, 
an agreeable interruption to my course of remark, if I insert 
it here, together with the eulogy of women, which immediate- 
ly follows it.* 

The words of King Lemuel, 

The oracle, which hia mother taught him. 

All my son ! thou son of iiiy heart ! 

Tliou sou of all my vows, 

Give not thy strciigh to women, 

Confide not thy ways 
To the destroyers of kings. 

Neither is it for kings, () Lemuel! 

Neither is it for kings to drink wine, 

Nor strong drink for those in power. 

They drink and forget the laws, 

And wrest the cause of all the poor. 

Give strong drink to him, that is hopeless, 

And wine to the bitter in soul; 

Let him drink and forget his sorrow, 

And think of his misery no more. 

Open thy mouth for the dumb, 

And undertake the cause of the orphans. 

Open thy mouth and judge righteously, 

And do justice to the suffering poor. 

A virtuous woman, who shall search out 1 
Her precioiisness is far above rubies. 

The heart of her husband can trust in her. 

So that he hath abundance of spoil. 
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Love and kindness will she show hinif 
And do him no evil all her days. 

She diligently seeketh cotton and wool, 

And worketh cheerfully with her hands. 

She is like the merchant’s ships, 

She brinecih her food from afar. 

She riseili up while it is yet nij?ht 
Giveth meet to her household, and work to her maidens 
She considcreth a Held, and buyeth it, 

From the fruit of her hands slie planteth a vineyard. 

She j^irdcih herself with new strength. 

Still braceih her arms for renewed toil; 

For she tasteth the fruit of her diligence, 

And even l)y tiighi her lamp goeth not out. 

She reacheth her hand to the distaff. 

Her hand holdeih the spi?idlc. 

Sheopeiieih her iiand to the poor, 

She reacheth forth her hand to (he needy. 

She feareth not for her household. 

In the snows of the winter season, 

For all iior household are doubly clothed. 

She worketh line clothing for herself. 

Her festal garment is byssus and purple; 

For her husband is already known in publio. 

And sitteth with the ciders in council. 

She weaveth veils and selleih them. 

And lurnisheth girdles to the merchant. 

Worth and honour are her apparel, 

She hails with gladiiess every opening day. 

She opeiieih her mouth with wisdom, 

In her tongue is only the law of kindness. 

She lookeih well to the ways of her household. 

And idleness eauuli not her bread. 

Her sons go forth and call her blessed, 

Her husband also, and praiseth her. 

**Many daughters of the land do virtuously, 

But thou c.xcellcst them all. 

Charms arc deceitful, and beauty vain, 

But a woman, that feareth God, deservsth praise, 

Give her the reward of her diligence, 

Let her works be praised before all. 



Such was the praise of an industrious country woman in 
the country of the Hebrews, for the whole economy of it waa 
rural. 

3. Moses connected throughout particular families each 
with its own tribe, and to this he gave its own independent 
domain, the right of establishing its own regulations, and tri- 
bunals, and even the liberty to carry on war upon its own ac- 
count. No contest need come before the supreme tribunal, 
that was not brought there from clioice. Tlie fither was at 
the head of his own family, the most aged men ruled over the 
families of their descendants, and from these each tribe had 
its princes or chief rulers. The several generations were as- 
sociated togetlmr by natural butids, by the laws of property, 
by reverence for age and experience, and by the ties of blood. 
The judge could always know fully his own land, and the 
business pertaining to it. In the earlier life of industry it 
might be anticipated as a reward to become aged in the midst 
of the family, for gray hairs were the ornament of the aged, 
and the crowniiig glory of the tribe. I will not institute a 
comparison of this with what may be the fate of tlie aged in 
•tatos managed by a system of police, but only remark, that, 
even in the poetry of tins people, we every where discover the 
re.spect paid to the aged, to the patriarch of the family and of the 
tribe. Moses had not made the honour of fimili*;:i and dis^ 
tinctions of birth dependent npon a gilded despotism, and the 
servile dignities of a royal city; much less had he founded the 
glory of his whole people upon luxurious pomp or martial re- 
nown. Gainful (unploynuuit and industry were to be the sin- 
•W.S of the state; traiupiility, and the honour of the fiinily con- 
nexion, the delightful reward of industry an dof wisdom. In 
this light the Psalms and Prophets picture the happiness of 
the people, ** that every one should enjoy the fruits of his labour, 
and dwell securely under his own olive and figtree.” The first 
precepts of wisdom among the Hebrews, therefore, are lessons 
frojn the mouth of experienced old men, the counselsof kind and 
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nged parents. Even their most refined philosophical re- 
marks assume this shape, as we see in Ecclesiastes, and some 
later didactic poems of the Hebrews. It is for this very rea- 
son, that the Scrijitiires are so interesting to children, and to 
artless, labouring and unsophisticated people. They find in it 
the language of their liearts, the lessons or collected experi- 
ence of their lives; every thing is connected with the prac- 
tical busino.ss of their lives both in the origin and the appli- 
cation. In Tyre, iSidoii, or Carthage, in a warlike state of 
Cyclops and cannibals, such poems were never sung, such 
simply sublime and divine thoughts never produced, as in this 
country of agriculturists and herdsmen, amidst mountains, 
which toil and industry alone could render productive. The 
]>oetess Deborah was a dweller in tents, beneath the palm 
troe.«!!, the P.salmist David was a shepherd, Amos was the same, 
and in all the Propiiets the simplicity of rural nature in their 
language and imagery is loo obvious to be mistaken. Who- 
ever will then, may choose the poetry of refinement and lux- 
urious pride, but that which human nature finds adapted to its 
most indispensihle wants, which it requires for support in its 
greatest trials, and for il.s earliest development, cordial sym- 
pathy, simplicity, and dignity arc found in their fullest abun- 
dance in the ancient, mature thoughts of patriurchiil instruc- 
tion. 

4. From this we may j'ldge, why not only Samuel proceed- 
ed .so unwillingly to t!ic choice of a king, hut the Prophets, also, 
showed so warm a zeal agnin.st the luxury of the country, es- 
pecially the capital city. Luxurious pride, as well as a king, 
were foreign to the legislation of Moses, The country of the 
Hebrews had the most eligible situation, either for enjoying or 
aeilirig the fruits. of their iiidu.stry ; but Israel could never, con- 
sistently with its leading and essential character, become a 
mercantile nation, carrying on trade with distant parts, or a 
monarchical power engaging in foreign conquests. Oil both 
points the views of the lawgiver were too humane and enlight'^ 



ttted^ He preferred health to saperfimty, and the happineto; 
which attends on industry and temperance, to worldly renown 
with enervation and tyranny. Those, therefore, who are 
fond only of these variegated and bloody pictures in the poetry 
of a nation, must look for them among other nations. Jeshu* 
run was to be an industrious and upright people of a mountain* 
ous country, who after their first conquest should live at peace. 
And although they in fact seldom enjoyed this, because the 
conquest of the country was not completed from tlie beginning, 
and for the most part was governed in a manner very much 
at variance with the law of Moses ; yet, the fundamental prin- 
ciples of his economy, were so apparent, that every patriot 
could refer to them, as to the law of the land. How excellent 
was the course a<lopted by Moses in permitting every Prophet 
to do this by virtue of his Prophetic character, and to appeal 
to the law of the land I Whether the king or the elders fol- 
lowed depended on themselves, the Prophet notwithstanding, 
apake in the name of Jehovah, that is, by the authority of the 
national (iod, and the original constitution of the country. 
This high vocation and name admonished him without parti- 
ality and lavouritisni to become the genius of the nation, the 
upraised voice of publick freedom and virtue, a curb for the 
restraint of tyranny and corruption. In all the Prophets, 
whose works we have, it is distinctly to be shown, that even 
on political occasions the law of Moses was always the ground 
of decision, to which they appealed, that in their counsels 
they rernaiiicd true to the principles of their national constitu- 
tion, and tht3refore s^pake, not as fanatics, but as Israelites, as 
citizens appointed and authorized so to do. Respecting ma- 
ny of their so called prophecies, this principle will give us new 
light, and whoever finds himself perplexed on account of the 
misinterpreted term “ spirit of Jehovah,'' may, perhaps, get 
a clearer view of the matter by substituting a term much u.sed 
at present, ‘‘ publick spirit.” 

5. But as they were to be, notwithstanding, but ouc people, 
11 * 



Kow did Moses bind toother, so as to effect this, twelve tteB 
and independent republics ? In the first place, by means of 
their country, and in the next by the gentlest bond, that can 
bind together free and rational beings, the law of a Divine 
government. I could wish, that every one, who has any ob-* 
jection yet unremoved, against this term, which has been so 
much coin[)laiiied of, would lay them aside, till he shall have 
read a few pages farther. 

Moses united the tribes together by means of their country. 
It was the land of Jehovah, the country of their common an- 
cestors, which had been given exclusively to them from time 
imnieinorial. The riglit of property pertained to Jehovah, 
and only the usufruct was theirs. To the land strictly apper- 
tained also the law, and to the law the land of Jehovah. They 
could not bo se|)aratod, and God would expel the nation from 
the country, so soon as they forsook the law, as he had driven 
out the Cannaiiites before them ; and since tlu^ law, which 
constituted them llie people of the God of their IuIIkts, could 
not be ol)sorved out of the limits of Juda)a, they would cease 
with their ex|)iil.sion from it to be the people of God. By 
these me ins Moses bound the hearts of his people to th esoil; he 
made tlieir cmintry indispensable to them, because out of it 
they, Israel, was Israel no longer. With united force they were 
to take possession of it, with fraternal feeling divide it among 
them, and thus cpiictly inhabit it as one united people. Above 
it was j)rot(ictcd by Mount Libanus, on the right by the river 
Jord 111, (the tribes beyond did not properly jMirtain to the 
country), South by the desert, and West by tlie sea. We 
shall see also, that, according to the plan of Jacob, the tribes 
were to be so placed, that they might forever liave jirotccted 
themselves from external force. Now, though this object was 
not attained, nor the will of the Patriarch followed, yet Moses 
did not fail of liis purpose to render the country and people 
inseparable from each other. Hence, the confined, local spir- 
it, which appears in all the Prophets, Hence, in the Psalms, 



Aiid ill all the works pertaining to thg ci^tmty, the sighing 
after their own land. Even now, a^r two thousand years 
full of vain and delusive hopes, the Jews still indulge thesam# 
longing after the land of their fathers, for there only can God 
reign, there only his law be observed, and there only shall 
those, who sleep beneath the earth, awake again to life. — ^Whal 
all ancient lawgivers sought to accomplish, to bind their peo- 
ple by strong feeling to the land of their fathers, Moses has 
attained in the most effectual manner, by giving locality to his 
law, and by the nntional God of his fathers. He planted a 
wild vine on the mountains of Jehovah, and encompassed his 
people with the arms of the most special and local Providence. 

Since so much is said in the way of objection against this 
last phrase, and all those Psalms, which are formed upon the 
same conception, are the object of such peculiar criticism, 
I may be permitted to say a w'ord more particularly respect- 
ing it. 

The first semsuous impression, which Moses gave hispeqfile 
respecting the providence of God over their country, was ob- 
viously such as this,* 

It is a land unlike to E^ypt, 

Whoat! waters How from rivers: 

A land ot hills and valleys, 

That drinkuth rain from heaven. 

Thy God doth visit it continually, 

Johovali’s eyes behold it 
From the beginning of thp year, 

Until the end thereof. 

And whoever is acquainted with the make and condition of 
Judaea, as compared with Egypt, may see the exact truth of 
this description. The fertility of the soil depended on the 
favourableness of the weather, and was therefore immediately, 
as it were, under the careful eye of the God of heaven, and 


• Deut. xi. 10. 12. 



indebted to a constat Providence. The early and the latfer 
rains, *he wind from this or that quarter of the heavens de» 
termined the success or failure of every thing, and so it was 
very natural, that Moses should take, as he did, heaven and 
earth to be witnesses of their covenant, and call upon them to 
avenge its every violation. The heaven was to become iron 
and the earth l)rass, the early and latter rains to fail, and the 
East wind to sweep them away, &c. if they did not obey the 
law of God, wlio looked down upon them from these heavens, 
and who gave them this land for a possession. Every one 
perceives how impressive, how adapted to time and place, 
were these voices from Geriziin and Ebal. They .embrace 
the whole character and mode of thinking of the nation thus 
delivered, and transplanted hither, and all the peculiar qualir 
ties of the country. Every thing must remind them of their 
law, every season of the year, every fertile spot and watered 
glen, but still more their religions worship, with its festivals 
and ceremonies. And on this circumstance was formed the 
genuine national spirit of the Psalms and Prophets. Yet it 
was no weak superstition or fanatical faith, whicli lie required 
of them, but a faith in the special care and providence of God, 
such as we ought all to cherish, only with a local application 
to the law and land of their fathers. 

6. But tlie theocracy, which has been so often scoffed at? 
So far from deeming it to be in need of an apology, I could 
rather wisli, that, in ;i form adapted to our degree of cultiva- 
tion, we might all enjoy the same thing, for it is precisely that, 
which all men wish for, and for which all wise men have la- 
boured, hut wliich Moses alone and at so early a period had a 
heart to enrry into effect, namely ; — that the law should govern 
and not a hirghu r, that a f ree people should adopt it of their 
own free will, and voluntarily observe it^ that an invisible, ra^ 
tional, bent firrnt power should control us, and not fetters and 
chains. Such was the idea of Moses, and I know of none 
more pure and siihlime. But alas ! for that and all the insti- 
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tutions founded on it, he came three or four thousand years 
too early, and perhaps, at the end of six thousand, another 
Moses would find, that the time had not yet come. 

All governinent is matter, not of choice, but of necessity, 
that, which is too corporeal and visible, becomes a yoke of 
oppression, nay, often a disgrace to human nature. Tlie light- 
er and more invisible arc tlie bonds, wliicli unite a community 
together, the more the governing principle must work upon 
their minds, and that in secret and without witnesses, as a mo- 
tive of inward actions can work upon them, finally, the more 
all arbitrary power, caprice, and the exclusive) domination of 
one or a few men, which always is felt as severe, is excluded, 
and call power is vested in a national law, above the reach of 
arbitrary will, and as it were, established upon an invisible 
throne ; by so much is a constitution of government the more 
noble, Jind worthy of man, as a free and rational being. And 
what is the principle, and the form of government, thus dc^- 
scribed, hut the theocracy of Moses. The hiw reigned, in- 
wardly indued with the authority of the Divine word, and out- 
wardly cauthori'/ed by the united voice of the [)eople. It was 
enthroned in the national temple. This was a tabernacle or 
tent of the God of the country, whicli heli mged to all the 
twelve tribes, and was to unite them togetlier, as one family 
and worshippers of one GoiL Hence, the golden calves at 
Dan and Bethel, which severeil the national bond of union, 
were objects of peculiar hatred to the Prophet. Thus it was to 
Jehovah, and not to a man of arbitrary dominion, that they were 
bound by obligations of duty and good faith. Before him they 
Btoo<l, with their thoughts and deeds exposed to his view, yet, 
not as slaves, hut as children, as a chosen inheritance ; and 
the blessings, which he bestowed upon the people, were ever 
recalled to their remembrance, as rational men, and rehearsed 
anew in songs and the lessons of the Prophets. — What more 
refined method is there to combat the wants of the country, 
than to commit them to the sanctuary of the nation, instead of 
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the courtly sensualities of a throne, to place men with their 
delinquencies before Jehovah, instead of a man, perhaps, no 
less crimiiril than they. Who has not felt how much oppree- 
flion is involved in ^(ivini; to men power over the life of men? 
in committing the rij[ht of condemnation and of pirdon to the 
caprice of an individual ? in havini^ courts of justice composed 
and held, not iu the presence of God and the nation, not by 
judges chosen of tlie people, but by the hired servants of prin- 
ces, in fortified places, in a labyrinth of judicial halls, technic- 
al formnl.iri(\s, &.c. Aloscs had higher and purer conceptions 
of the matter. IJis tribunals of justice were hold in pnhlick. 
The law of the national God dictated the punishment, and no 
judge could give a dispensation. The bench of justice was 
God*s, and belonged not to a created man. His laws, and 
the admonitions of the Prophets respecting them, smnd like 
the uttered voice of Divine justice, and tlie very spirit of rec- 
titude. Joy, pride, and glory in the name of Jehovah, were 
to be the iinpeliing principles of all piiblick action. This joy 
and this glory \ver(^ called religion, and the economy, which 
laid the lonndatioii for it, which rendered the law of Jehovah 
a perpetual invisible code, wo denominate a theocracy. With 
the ciithiisiasin, which animated it, the songs and Prophetic 
oracles of the Hebrews, are filled. The greater part of their 
poetry, which is so generally held to he spiritual, is political. 

7. “ All this might perhaps be so,^’ it will he said, “ were 
it not, that Levi, as we find, was to be the guardian of the 
law, consequently the protector of tho puhlick liberty. The 
•uperstitious, lazy domination of priests, who had the prece- 
dence of the other tribes, consumed their choictist revenues, 
and yet in times of distress could not help them, has confound- 
ed all these* fiiu; ideas.” 

There is, it must be admitted, some truth in this objection, 
and truth, which no one has seen more clearly, than Moses 
himself did. Hh first plan was, that the first-born of every 
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family and tribe should be holy to the Lord ;* conpequently^ 
also, serve at the altar of the national God ; and what a crown 
of honour to the nation, and how honourable to families would 
such an arranircinent have been, in which all the heads of 
their several families should be judges, princes of the people, 
and servants in the palace of Jehovah. Jly this method the 
tribes would have been most intimately united and no jealousy 
could have separated ihemsfrom each other. 

But when the Israelites danced rouiul a ^ohhm calf, when 
Moses saw, that he must not commit himself to the |)eopIc at 
large, in their rude state, that they we re far from being suffi- 
ciently advanced to be prepnnul by him single handed, for the 
prosecution and attainment of national ends in the name of 
Jehovah, what remained for the lawgiver, l)ut to seh‘ct a sin- 
gle tri!>e, and through that accomplish his purposes with the 
rest? This idea apjtroached more nearly to tlu' Tigyptian 
economy, and was at l(*ast easier of (execution, hut it uecessa^ 
rily threw tite ap]>Ic of disconl and jealousy among the tribes, 
all of whom would consider themselves as plac(‘d in rank bo- 
low the chosen tribe. In the choice ol’ this tribe, .Moses natr 
urally si.dected the onc,t which was most no irly allied and 
most faithful to him, which on the occasion of the' golden calf, 
that is, of tlie rebellion against Jeliovab, InnI proved true, and 
which, moreover, had Aaron at its h(?:id. Tluj brother of 
Moses, second in honour only to Mosc's in the deliverance of 
Israel, was also a prince of the Most Higli, the (h'corated innh- 
age, though only an image, of a king and Supreme Judge. 
Moses sav(;d the freedom of his nation as he could. The tribe 
of Levi had no inheritance, no executive, still less a legisla- 
tive, and least of all, a despotic power. The e.xccution of ev- 
ery political ciiterprizc depended on the elders of the tribes of 
the whole people. Levi was only the loarn(?d, not the ruling 
tribe, and since on it depended the interpretation of the law. 


* £x. xiii. d. xix. 6. xx. S4. 
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the sanctuary, jurisprudence, medical knowledge, and what- 
ever else of science pertained to that age, these things at least 
were not bnrthensoinc to the people by any wide distinction, 
which tliey implied. The priests were in every thing only 
counsellors, mere ser vants. Even in the highest consultation 
by Urim and 'J'lmmmim, the royal shield of truth, the person 
of the high prit'si w is lost sight of, for God spike, and if the 
priest was a man of any degree of feeling, hcconld not, under 
the impression of awe, which the most holy place inspired, and 
in the name of etiu nnl truth, speak otherwise than in accord- 
ance with truth and rectitude. 

Yet is it uud(‘nial)l(', that the dcpendance jdaced upon the 
priesthood in the systcun of Moses wms the first to fail, and 
Moses seems himself, when in his benedictions he conies to 
Levi, to iia'I this.* Tn the conquest and division of the coun- 
try we hnd little (miploymcnt of the hreastplati? of the high 
priest. The fulfilimMit of the law of Moses was not pressed, 
as it should have Ikmui, and hero was laid the foundation of all 
the evils, which under J^'di rose to almost |)erli*ct anarchy. 
The peoph? also K'solved to have a king, and with the reign 
of the kings th(‘ u nnine Mosaic economy for tlif! most part 
terminatc'd. 'riic nugn of priests after the captivity was any 
thing but the ancimil constitution of Moses ; in short, tlie de- 
sign of the lawgiver was scarcely apprehended at all, and still 
less realized — such was the constant complaint of the Pro- 
phets. 

8. “Blit Moses placed his reliance upon a Prophet, such as 
he was, to whom Israel should give heed as to him; why did 
this Prophet never come ? or if he came, destroy, instead of 
completing tlu^ work of Moses?” How has this great man 
been iTiisappreli(‘nd(?d, and his noblest principles traduced! 
The work of Mos(?s remained alas I incomplete, for the stub- 
bornness of his people, and his own sad destiny deprived him 
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of the longed for crown of his labours, the privilege of himself 
putting his laws in operation in the land of Canaan. In a 
few months after they went out of Egypt, the whole plan of 
his laws was arranged, men were sent to explore the country, 
and he was already upon its borders. But the cowardly peo- 
ple were rebellious, and he must return and encamp for thirty 
eight tedious years in the cheerless desert of a peninsula in 
the Red Sea. Of the history of this period we have nothing 
but an unpretending record of encampments, though it was 
here, that he was able to accomplish so much, and would have 
accomplished every thing for the establishment of his laws. 
Now it was, that he sang the 90th Psalm, in which he con- 
templates tlie getierations vanishing away, and his own life 
passing as an idle talc, and directs himself to God as alone 
enduring. — We have already listened to one half of this sub- 
lime ode, let us now hear the other. 

Who sees that this, O God, is thine anger. 

That lie may fear thee, as thy wrath is fearful ? 

Teacli us, O Lord, so to number our days, 

That wo may apply our hearts to wisihun. 

Turn, O Jehovah ! how long art thou angry 1 
Comfort us again, wc arc thy people. 

Let us early rejoice in thy goodness. 

Then will we exult and be joyful. 

All the days of our lives. 

Make our lives, O Lord, joyful again, 

Which thou so long hast afflicted, 

Which so many years have seen only sorrow. 

Let tliy work, O Lord, appear, 

Which thou hast reserved for thy servants, 

Show them, show their children thy favour. 

Let the smiles of Jehovah our God 
Bo upon us again, establish, O Lord, 

Establish the work of our hands, 

Tho work of our hands, establish thou it. 

But the supplications of Moses did not avail. He was not 
destined to survive the establishment of his work in Canaan, 

12 
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and since, as an old man of 120, he saw his death neaf , since 
he knew the character of his people, and no one was perceiv- 
ed, who could entirely fill his plan, what remained for him in 
his perplexity ? With what could he sustain himself, but with 
the hope, that God himself would raise up another man like 
him, who sliould carry forward his designs to their comple- 
tion, and to whom Israel would yield obedience. Such a man 
could not and would not destroy the work of Moses, for it was 
the national constitution, in accordance with which even the 
Prophets must speak and act. But alas ! no such man ap- 
peared in that first age, on which so much depended. Joshua 
was merely a hero, and Eleazor a priest. The power was di- 
vided, and the rude tribes abandoned the fundamental princi- 
ples of the Mosaic economy. Whether in later times, and 
after the period of the captivity, there were Prophets like 
Moses, we shall see hereafter ; enought, that whoever has a 
human heart, and feels what pain and what anxious longings 
the lost labour of a year, to say notliing of a whole life, awa- 
kens in the soul will not grudge the dying legislator so patri- 
otic a hope, at least for his last soothing consolation. It was 
indeeed the only reward of his laborious and painful life. 

9. “But why,” it is asked, “did Moses giv(^ out his code of 
laws for the work of God, and his tables for the hand-writing 
of Jehovah, and why did he implant in the minds of his peo- 
ple their misanthropy and religious arrogance? 

And supposing as the cpiestion implies, that he merely gam 
them out as such did he not act wisely in doing so? What 
other means had he of attaining his end ? Let one read what 
he endured for forty years, what he bore amiclst all the mira- 
cles, the benefits and judgments, which he performed in the 
name of God. How then would he have succeeded had he 
goneforth with the cold dim light of political philosophy to re- 
strain and convince his 600,000 rebels. 

Laws must be held sacred, and for a rude people, such as 
the Israelites then were, they could become sacred in their 
eyes only by being regarded as divine. Even now our best 
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laws are wanting in sacrcdness and impressiveness in their 
relation to the minds of the people. Those, who violate look 
upon them as arbitrary and conventional rules, which they 
may venture to break over, and the lawgiver himself is the 
first to transgress. The economy of Moses was designed not 
to be thus. It was to be regarded, as the ordinances of God 
in nature are regarded, and as such is it celebrated in the Pro- 
phets and I^salms. 

Consider it then, at least as a matter of necessity, as pru- 
dence and humility in the lawgiver, that the laws of Moses 
appear impressed with the glories of a Divine original. For 
the good of his people he erected an ever enduring monu- 
ment, and yet his own name was not to receive the glory of 
it ; the presiding G(3iiius of the nation was its author. 

Such is the answer, which I would give on the supposition, 
that his laws were not really, but only professedly of Divine 
origin. But why need wo make this supposition? What 
greater work has Providence to accomplish among men, than 
to form and promulgate law and order, light and truth, among 
the nations? And was ever so much of these divine blessings 
conferred by one institution, as by the pure, the wise, and mo- 
ral code of Moses? 

And according to the conception of all nations is there a 
nobler work of God in the souls of men, than the divine 
thoughts, impulses, aims and energies, whicli ho sometimes 
imparts to one chosen man for the cultivation of thousands ? 
Those ancient lawgivers, the earliest and greatest benefactors 
of the human race, have they not universally been held by 
their cotemporarics, or their posterity for favourites of the 
Deity, and holding secret intercourse with the divine being? 
and which of them lived at so early a period as Moses ? 

Who now will determine, when in the soul of such a man, 
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and excited qjid 
actuated by the God of his fathers, the human ends, and the 
more than human begins? where, in the handwriting of the 
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tables, his finger and the finger of God met together. In the 
grammatical sense, wo all know what is meant by spirit and 
finger of God, but here there is a historical relation of what 
was executed and done. 

Nor must we judge of such matters according to what we 
see in our own times. We live in the midst of scattered ruins, 
amid arts and implements of all kinds. Every thing for us is 
previously devised, has become a familiar tale, and a matter of 
record. Our most familiar and intimate thoughts are devi- 
sed, they arc not our own. But in the deep stillness, in the 
sacred solitariness of that lonely descent — who of us can 
place himself there ? who w’ould venture to judge and decide 
concerning the inward working of God in a soul so pure, so 
full of energy? 

And why need we d(3cide ? Let them, who stood by the 
mountain, and received the law, seek to comprehemd the mar- 
vellous glory, which adorned the glowing heaven ; why should 
we attempt it ? It is enough, that the contents, and the ef- 
fects of the law of Moses are Divine, and Divinci also the po- 
etry, to which it has given birth. The work and tlie effect 
bear testimony to the work-master. 

^Qyov 

SFOKfiv eTiev^ufievog jaXeoai tovtwv de xounjfTag 
Yvwffrui uOupuTMv TB Obvdv, Opi}ifav T^urOoMmov 
(JvoTudiv, //re exutjTu ^ie^/j^erur rjis hquibitui. 


THE LAW OF GOD AND MOSES. 

A JEWISH FABLE. 

Satan, the enemy of all good, learned that God had given to 
the earth a law, in which all the wisdom of heaven lay hidden, 
and which should put an end to the worship of Satan upon 
earth. He hastened therefore, to the earth, saying to it, 
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Earth where hast thou the law, which God hath given thee V* 
And the Earth said, “ The Lord knoweth the ways of his 
wisdom, I understand them not.” He went to the sea, and to 
the deep abyss. The sea and the abyss said, “ It is not in 
me.” lie went to the realms of death, and the dead said, 
“ We have heard the fame thereof from afar.” 

After he had traversed the world, and wjindcred through 
all the nations, that served him, he came into the Arabian de- 
sert, and saw a man with a shining countenance ; it was Mo- 
ses. lie approaclied him in the garb of hypocrisy, being 
clothed as an angel of light, and with flattering address offer- 
ed himself as his scliolar. “ Man of God,’’ said he, “ who 
possessest the wisdom of Jehovah, and hast hidden all the 
understanding of the Elohim, and all the mysteries of creation 
in thy law.” 

“Silence,” said Moses interrupting him with a look, that 
at the same time changed him again into liis Satanic form, 
“ silence ! tlu^ law is Jehovah’s, not mine. With him is wis- 
dom and understanding, counsel and strength; for man the fear 
of the Lord is wisdom, and to avoid evil is understanding for 
him.” 

Satan abashed shrunk back, and the angels of God ap- 
proached to attend upon a man thus humble in his exaltation. 
They taught him, and he gave instruction to them. The 
prince of the law was his guardian spirit, and God himself 
answered from the cloud. “ Ke^j^ thi law of Moses my ser^ 
vant; because he was liuinble and gave me the glory, I have 
given it him for his OAvn possession. 


12 * 



VI. 


IJLKSSINGS PRONOUNCED UPON ISRAEL. 

Whether Jacob anticipated that his posterity would be under the neces- 
sity of conquoriii!! C:inaan by force of arms. Why so painful a neces- 
sity existed ill the time of Moses. What W'as meant by a war oi 
Jehovah. V/heiher the claims of the Jewish nation to Canaan could 
or' need be sustained accordisi'r to our systems of international law. 
Poetical title of f^nft, as evidence of right to the country, Jacob’s bles. 
sings upon his sons. What ho probably elTucted by them, and how 
far his views were ado])tcd and followed. Uxplaimtionof the passage. 
“ he was llocning as water” in the prophecy upon Reiihcn. Explana- 
tion of the blessing of Judah. A short history of what it imported. 
Designation of Tssachar’s place of residence. Where probably it was 
designed, that D.in slioiild dwell. Illnsiration of the blessing of Jo. 
seph from local circnnistaiiccs. General conception of Jacob’s testa- 
ment. 

Blessing ultercil by Mo.scs. niflcrencc between these and those of Ja- 
cob. Particular illusiration.s. .Striking position of the land of Judaia. 
Its poetical rciown. 

Appendix. T ibor the mountain of the sanctuary, a wise conception of 
Moses. 

When Jacob predicted their destiny to his sons, he scarcely 
conceived, that they must comiuer with the edge of the sword 
the land, whicli Ik? promised them. Ho had quietly traversed 
it, and looked upon it as his father-land, wlicre even in death 
his hones longed to find rest. This he divided to his sons 
according to tin; traits of their several characters, as a land 
for herdsmen. Of a bloody conquest no trace of a conception 
is found in his ixmediction. He looked with horror upon the 
deed of Siirieou and Jawi in destroying a Canaanitish town 
and family, who yet had insulted his race. He probably sup- 
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posed, that his sons would soon range over the country again, 
and establish themselves here and there, as he had pointed 
out to them. But it was destined to be otherwise. Four 
hundred years the nation lingered in Egypt, and had no na- 
tional leader. It sunk under oppression, till finally, awakened 
by distress, it received a deliverer, whom yet it followed with 
difficulty. What hindrances did he find in his way? In 
Canaan itself every thing was changed. Immediately on his 
going out from Egypt the hordes of Amalek went forth to 
meet Jind opprise him, no people would willingly yield him a 
passage, and with arms in his hands he must open a. way for 
his host. That Moses did this unwillingly w^e see from the 
whole account of his march. He chose not the shortest and 
most direct routes to Canaan, because he must have forced 
his passage through a nation of Egyptian origin, and ho was 
chiefly careful for the safe return of his uii warlike host. 
Through some kindred nation as the Edomites he snppo.scd 
that he might jiass, and gave assurances against the slightest 
injury. All was to no purpose, and so his peo])!o must first 
range for tliirty years in the desert, the aged die, and the 
young be Ibrrned into a warlike race in the best manner, that 
circiiuistaiices permitted. For one thing was c(;rtaiii, that 
among the inhabitants of Canaan the Israelites could not live 
in conformity with the laws of Moses. Those nations were 
warlike hordes, and Israel was to be a peaceful, agricultural 
people. A part of the inhabitants of the country were trog- 
lodytes, dwellers in caves, and we know how dehasod and 
hateful these were in the eyes of Nomade tribes. 

The sons of base men, nameless children, 

Wlio should be driven from the land ; 

says Job,* and Moscs.t They must be expelled from the 
country on account of their savage mode of life, the promisor 


•Job. XXX. ! — 8. tLcv. xviii 24 — 30. Num. xviii, 23. 29. 34. 
Pent. ii. 10 — 12. ix. 2. Wisdom of Sol. xii. 3 — 
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cuous intercourse of the sexes, and other vices among them. 
The Hamitish superstition however was the blackest of all, 
for human sacrifices existed among them, and how could this 
consist with the Mosaic economy and political constitution? 
Only one means too remained of attaining the end, the sad 
but common right of war, as it existed in those times. They 
must leave the country or be destroyed! That Moses felt the 
severity of this measure, as deeply as we feel it, we see from 
the mild laws of war, which he prescribed to the Israelites for 
after times.* He commanded even to spare the trees in a 
country made the seat of war. This too was now a war of 
sad necessity, or as it was called a war of Jehovah^ that is, an 
expedition, to which they were constrained by a regard to the 
land of their fatliers, their religion, the graves and primeval 
claims of their ancestors. What holy war of modern times 
would boar a comparison with it? And yet how fearfully has 
this expedition in the name of Jehovah, i. e. for ancient pos- 
sessions and ancestral rights been abused 1 Israel fought pro 
aris ct focis patrum, for from this country they came, and 
there lay the bones of their fatliers. Tlierc was many a grove, 
and altar, sacred to the God of their fathers; every thing, 
which among ancient nations was denominated the family 
sanctuary, was to he sought there. The nation moreover 
could not remain in tlic desert. In the short space of 40 
years 000,000 had died, and they were not formed to live like 
the predatory hordes of the Ishinaelitcs. A race of shepherds 
must have a jilace of rest, and where should they go, if not to 
their own fatherland. This is the hereditary right of all 
dwellers in tents among the Orientals. They feed their flocks, 
where their fathers fed them, and their flocks themselves know 
the way to their places of resort. It is strange, that we should 
seek to justify a peojde so ancient and diverse from us in their 
notions of life, and of the rights and relations of their tribes, 
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by our notion.^ of property, or to judge them by our most mo- 
dern mternat lonal laws, of both which they were wliolly igno- 
rant. The testaments and transmitted rights of their ancestors 
were not recorded in written formularies, but preserved in 
traditions, in songs, in benedictions, and for tliese they con- 
tended as for their most sacred possessions, as for the lionour 
of God and of their race. Instead of juridical iiirmularies 
let us now examine a poetical title of gift and inheritance, 
which we have reserved for this connextion. It is the bless- 
ing of Jacob, who had, as it were, a map of Canaan Ixjfore 
him, and disfribiitcd the country to his child^i as his proper- 
ty. Wc shall notice how he places the tribes, and represents 
their entering upon their inheritance, and afterwards by way 
of contrast treat of the blessing of Moses; as aside from that 
consideration tliis vvoidd be the place for doing so. So far as 
the benediction unfolils personal traits of the sons of Jacob, 
I have elsewhere illustrated it;* here it is before us only as a 
national docimumt, as the most ancient map of Canaan, in 
which we sliall at the same time see, what elfect the oracle of 
the patriarch produced on the spirit of the nation. 

JACOirS TESTAMENTARY WILL 

L\ TO THE INllKKiTANCE OF THE TIIIIJES, 

Gather yonrselves together, that I may dechire 
What shall bulal you in later times. 

\ssuji]ble yourselves and hear, ye sons of Jacob, 

And h(?arken unto Israel your father. 

[Jacob does not form a distinct conception of the time, 
when the prophecy will have its accomplishment. He wished 
perhaps, that it might be soon after the death of Joseph, be- 
cause he longed himself to be out of Egypt. But such a wish 
was at variance with the period of 400 years in that dream 
pf Abraham, in which servitude and affliction were exhibited 

das studimn derThcologie hetretTcdTh. X, 
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as the destiny of his posterity. The dying swan therefore 
looked forward to far off times, but his last song could not but 
commemorate the land of Canaan, as the land of his heri- 
tage, and fix it in the hearts of his children, that thus they 
might always feel themselves strangers in Egypt, and have 
their liveliest hopes fixed upon those distant mountains. With- 
out doubt this song, like the older traditions of their fathers, 
contribut(;d much to preserve the spirit of the nation uncon- 
taininated even in Egypt, and to cherish the feeling, that they 
were a race never to be united with the nation, in which for 
the time they y^ie sojourning,] 

Reuben, thou ! my first born son. 

My might, the firstling of my strength ! 

Thy precedent dignity and excelling power, 

Pass by thee, as the proud waves,* 

Thou hast precedence no more. 

For thou wenteat up to thy father’s bed, 

Thou hast defiled thy father’s couch. 

[A sad beginning, and painful both for farther and son. Reu- 
ben lias dishonoured his family, and his birthright, the hon- 
ours of the tribe, which pertained to the firstborn are taken 
from him, and given, as we shall see, to two of his brethren. 
Judah obtains the precedence in rank and dignity, the scep- 
tre of command, and Joseph the two fold inheritance. The 
priesthood, (of which Jacob however knew nothing), after- 
wards fell to Levi, Reuben must receive but a common in- 

offer it for consideration, whether this slight verbal elucidation of this 
passage does not as clearly suit the context, as the common construction 
does violence to it ? What sense in saying, he passes away with levity 
or with pride as water ? and then how forced ? Does the dying father deal 
in sarcasm ? and that too respecting the misfortunes of his son, the rccob 
lection of which must so deeply affect him ? Could the last clause of 
the preceding verse moreover stand alone 7 Obviously it belongs to the 
following ; and then the otherwise imperfect parallelism is rendered com^ 
plete. 
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heritance among the tribes, and the command of Jacob in 
this particular was followed. The patriarch assigned him no 
definite boundaries, and he afterwards received his inheritance 
without the proper limits of the holy land. How sad, and at 
the same time beautiful is the image presented, that the super- 
abundant dignity and power which belonged to him, now 
sweeps by him like a proud wave, and his hopes are annihila- 
ted by his guilt.] 

Simeon and Levi ! they arc brethren. 

Their swords were instruments of murder. 

My soul came not into their bloody counsel, 

My heart was not joined in their company. 

When in anger they slew a hero, 

And in revenge destroyed a noble "ox.* 

Cursed be their revengeful anger, 

Cursed be their cruel hatred, 

I will divide them in Jacob, 

And scatter them in Israel. 

[The cominand of the patriarch was fulfilled, and the de- 
scendants were destined to bear the burthen of the fathers of 
their tribes. Simeon was in little estimation, and Moses omit- 
ted him in uttering his benedictions, probably because he 
could find for the tribe according to this ancient oracle no fix- 
ed boundaries. It afterwards acquired a few scattered cities in 
Judah, and was compelled to seek places of residence without 
the limits of Judaea. For Levi Moses provided also by giving 
the tribe 48 scattered cities. We have now done with those or- 
acles, which are of a melancholy character. With the bless- 
ing on the princely Judah we are at the same time conducted 
to the land of promise.] 

*Ox and man arc here synonymous. The parallelism shows this, and 
we know, that, even in the poetry of the Greeks, a stately ox was the im- 
age to represent a brave man. [This is not tho only case in which it is 
nearly impossible to give the sense as litterally, as I have aimed to do, 
and at the same time preserve any degree of poetical expression. Ta.] 



Judah, thou art he. 

Whom thy brethren (as a leader) shall praise. 

Thy hand shall be upon the neck of thine enemies. 

Thy father’s children shall bow down before thee. 

Judah is a young lion ! 

By spoils, my son, art thou exalted ! 

He Ueth down, he crouehcth as a lion, 

As a strong lion, who will rouse him up ? 

The sceptre shall not depart from Juilah, 

Nor the commander’s st aff from his march, 

Until he oomca to his place of rest, 

And nations are obedient to him. 

For he bindethhis foal to the vinc,t 

*I venture to retain the Hebrew though some prefer the reading of the 
Samariiaii copy. How could the patriarchal shepherd bo tlilnking of mil- 
ilitary standards, while his sons were standing before him as sln pherds, 
and when all the other images possess the corresponding simplicity. Ju- 
dah’s hand is clenched upon the neck of his enemies, In' seizes liis prey 
like a lion, he marches forth as a conqueror, and complact ntly and proud- 
ly satiates himself with wine and milk. Such arc the images, which the 
picture i)rcsent3, and how came W’arlike banners among ihcm ? Besides 
the parallelism recpiires rather the sense, whicli I have given. Judah 
is always to retain the insignin of office, and since tiie language here 
relates to a march toward Canaan or Shiloh, the place ol rest, the sense 
becomes dear. “Jmlali in his march, and his pursuit of hia enemies 
is never to lay dowii the stall ol a conmiander, tillpean is secured, and 
the nations brought in subjection.” That the original v - .rd here means 
not only a cotmiumdi’r, but tin? coimnander’s stalfof ollu.t , is plain from 
Num. xxi. 18. as well as Irum the parallelism. The W'*!:! corresponds 
with “sceptre” as “ his march” must also with “ Jiiduh.” This again 
according to wliat follows can only mean the go/w/r, the the march 
of Judah. Tiiat the original admits of this sense, tiiid that indeed the 
name of the foot in Hebrew was derived from its motion, its step, needs 
no proof. 

tThough afterwards used in a wider sense, these images originally 
expressed only tlic exultation of the hero in his new and fertile country. 
In this feeling he dismounts, and binds his ass by the rich clusters, wash- 
es his garment in wine, cleanses his mouth with milk &c. Of a moral 
sense it is not probable the patriarch thought. lie aimed rather to ex- 
cite Judah to take the lead in returning to Canaan by exhibiting them a 
picture of secure and triumphant peace. 
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His ass’s colt to the choice vine. 

In wine he washes his garment, 

His mantel in the blood of the grape. 

His eyes are sparkling with wine, 

Ilia teeth are white with milk. 

[Every one feels here, that the whole picture represents only 
a march, or progress of a Nomade horde. Judah is preferred 
to the dignity and power of the firstborn, that he may march 
in advance of all, that his hand may be first in the neck of 
his enemies, that he may be a bold lion, and lay himself down 
in Canaan in confidence tand tranquility. The course is to- 
wards Shiloh, and Jacob perhaps named that place, because 
it was in his own peculiar region of country, lictween Sichem 
and Bethel, and thereby he at the same time instructed Judah 
not to lay down the badge of a leader, till he reached the in- 
heritance of his father. The parallelism in the mean time 
shows, that the patriarchal Prophet had more in view here, 
than the name merely, and that the term signified nlso a place 
of rest, a city of peace. For the coiupK'rer does not|bind his 
ass to the vine, and wash his mantle in the blood of tlie grape, 
until the nations quietly obey him. Judah in a measure, 
though not fully, performed the duties thus inq)osecl. IIc did 
not impel his brethren to leave Egypt, #11! suffered himself to 
be oi)pressed, like the others, until a levite came and ctfected 
their deliverance. In the desert Judah (probably with the 
banner of a lion, in ficcordance with tlie language of Jacob 
here,) proceeded in advance of his brethren ; hut, so soon as 
they arrived at Shiloh, (supported also p<^rhaps by the author- 
ity of this benediction) he secured to himself the first portion 
of the compierod country, though the nations inhabiting the 
land were not, as the same authority recpiircil, all of them yet 
brought ill subjection, lie, indeed, was now supplied with a 
land rich in vineyards and pasturage, hut a large part of his 
brethren were destitute, and when afterwards it was enquired 
of the sacred oracic, “ who shall conduct the war no other 
13 
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answer could be expected, (according to this same blessing of 
Jacob,) than ** Judah shall be the leader.” For this was a 
duty pertaining to his rank, by right of which, also, he had at 
once appropriated the half of the land of Canaan. — After Da- 
vid the most renowned of their kings arose out of Judah, the 
images, which occur in this ancient benediction, could not 
fail to be applied more especially to him, and thus the lion of 
the tribe of Judah reposed himself in a still higher senSe. Jeru- 
salem is denominJited, by a Prophet, Ariel, tlie lion of God, and 
now the conqueror dips his mantle in the blood of his enemies, 
as the Patriarch of old had dipped it in the guiltless blood of 
the grape. In process of time these figurative^ expressions 
were transferred even to the lineage of David, and finally, they 
were all appropriated in one of the latest Prophets, to the fu- 
ture king of peace and blessedness, inchnling even the ass 
and the ass^s colt. Tlie whole plainly sprang from this an- 
cient prophecy, as the original source. The tribe of Judah 
always maintained itself the first in rank and dignity. FiVen 
in the captivity, the leader of the people was a prince of Judah, 
and Zerubabel of that tribe was their guide in the return from 
c iptivity. Thus one thing is connected with another by the 
relations of lime, and with the progress of events the sense of 
the prophecy was mo|^ and more amplified, as we shall soon 
see more at large.*] 

Zubulon shall dwell by the sea, 

At the liaven for ships shall he dwell, 

And his boundary shall reach to Sidon. 

* I merely remark in addition, that in this way the literal sense of the 

blessiiijr took continually a wider compass. The word “ forever” wliich 
probably belonged to the second clause, was referred to the first. “ For* 
ever shall the sceptre not depart from Judah,” and thus the second clause 
acquired an entirely new sense. A long critical history might be writ- 
ten on this passage. The original sense, and the natural progress of 
the conceptions connected with it, will be pretty clear from what I have 
said. 
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[It was propably Jacob’s intention, that when Judah had ta- 
ken the lead as far as Shiloh, the heritage of his father, Zebu- 
Ion should fall to the West, and seek his dwelling place by 
the sea ; and though they came to Shiloh, and divided the land 
under other circumstances, than were contemplated, the com- 
mand was too distinct not to direct Zebulon for his residence 
to the bay of Acco, which nature herself has marked with 
convenient harbours along its coast. He did not, liowcver, 
extend his limits to Sidoii, because the conquest of the upper 
part was not completed, though this district is mentioned in 
Josh. xiii. G. as the heritage of Israel.] 

Ifisachar is a strong beast of burden, 

That lieth down between two hills. 

He sceth that repose is pleasant, 

The land around is beautiful, 

He stoopeth his shoulder to bear, 

And serveth the vessels of water.* 

[He was to choose for himself, that is, the delightful valley 
between Tabor and Hermon, and there dwell in tranquility' 
There he would find a beautiful country, and fine views, 
suited to his peaceful character. There among the rivers and 
fountains lie could distribute the water, and in his patient and 
industrious mariner become useful to other pastoral tribes, and 
gain profit to himself. This is plainly the primary and simple 

* The language here by no means relates to tribute, for how would 
that be consistent with the image of a beast of burden, the comparison, 
with which is yet obviously continued in the representation of bearing up. 
on the shoulder. The w'ord in the original meant, undoubtedly, a bottle 
or leather bag, and the notion of tribute came to be denoted from their 
bringing tribute in bags or sacks. Issachar came to dwell by the Kadu. 
mim, small streams and torrents, which were swollen in time of rain, and 
here according to his patient nature he was to divide the water to his 
brethren, the roving herdsmen, and obtain from it his own advantage. 
That in this region there were assemblages of herdsipen for the dis« . 
tnbution pf yfnieff we pee from the song of Deborah. Jud v. Ut 
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sense of the passage, and we shall see, in the benedictions of 
'Moses, how he wished to apply and use the labour of this tribe 
for the place of his sanctuary. His word was not accomplish- 
ed ; but the passage in the blessing of Jacob was too plain, for 
Issachar to fail of obtaining his portion between Tabor and 
Hernion, wliere every thing, which Jacob said of the beauty 
of the country, was found true. It abounds in delightful views, 
and fertile pastures, and the character of Issachar proved to 
accord with the language of the Patriarch. The tribe pro- 
duced few heroes, though its long and beautiful valley was 
often the theatre of war. But this tribe was strong in the 
number of its population, and even in Egypt had increased to 
a great extent.*] 

Dan also shall be fho leader of his tribe, 

As one of the tribes of Israel, 

A serpent shall Dan be in the way, 

A horned serpeqt in the path. 

That biteth the heel of the horse, 

So that his rider falleth backward. 

[By the first words here Jacob admits Dan, who was the first 
among the sons of his concubines, among his other sons to 
receive an inheritance with them. This, therefore, could not 
be altered, when they took possession of that country, but 
since he was the seventh in order, he was set far back and 
received his portion among the last and least regarded, Ac- 
cording to the intention of Jacob he was to have his inherit- 
/^nce in a region, where from narrow mountain passes he might 
fall upon the rear of an enemies’ cavalry in their incursions, 
and make their riders fkll backwards. A small part of the 
tribe of Dan accordingly sought the Northern section of the 
country, probably as the heritage assigned it by the language 

* There may perhaps, be a play ypon worda intended in the original^ 
as the!;tenn used means both a heap and an aips, The former nafiop may 
have led to the latter, 
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of Jacob. All incursions into Judasa came from Syria through 
the valleys of Libanus. That was the way of the nations, and 
thither very appropriately, if we judge it by the character of 
its hero Sampson, the tribe resorted. To the Philistines he 
was truly a serpent in the way, a bold cerastes, which threw 
itself from behind upon the horses heels. By craft and a 
skilful choice of positions he defended himself against multi- 
tudes, and greatly injured, when he could not conquer them. 
On the side of the Philistines, also, Dan had a country full of 
caverns and narrow passes, where the tribe, especially in the 
deeds of Sampson, rendered itself distinguished by the iirtifi- 
ces of war.] 

1 liopo in thy salvation, O Jehovah. 

[These words, which have been thought so obscure, and been 
so variously interpreted, seem to me to derive a pretty clear 
explanation from the connexion, in which they stand. On 
the North the land of Judasa was exposed to the most power 
ful and dangerous attacks, as has been shown by the history" 
of the various compiests and desolating incursions, which it 
has experienced. And there must Dan have his dwelling 
place ! There must Jehovah bring deliverance to the nation 
or they must perish. In such deliverance the patriarchal 
Prophet confided, and by this expression showed how deeply 
he looked kito the condition and wants of the country, which 
his sons were to inhabit.*] 

Gad ! (a troop) troops oppress him, 

But he shall press upon their rear. 

♦ The original signifies help, assistance, deliverance. This in all his 
difficulties Jacob had hoped for and received from God. He hoped for 
it also for the safety of his sons, when he was obliged to speak of dan- 
gerous assaults. This seems to me the easiest and most natural ex- 
planation, which the context admits. Every other is far-fetched and 
unsupported by the context. 
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[In the original a fourfold play on words. We know not by 
what crowd of nations Gad was to dwell, for Jacob could hard- 
ly have referred to the country beyond Jordan, out of the pro- 
per limits of Canaan, where Gad actually inhabited. Yet 
here in a country of Nomades, on the mountains of Bashan, 
Gad had occasion to show the import of his name. It was a 
bold tribe, and Moses saw with sorrow, that it demanded its 
inheritance beyond Jordan.] 

Out of Ashor comoth bread, that is rich, 

He it is, that yieldeth dainties for kings. 

[This passage was t(X) intelligible not to be obeyed, especially 
when Moses had given the interpretation.* Asher obtained 
a region rich in oil and fruits, between the mountains, and 
near the soa coast.] 

Naphtali is a spreading terebinth, 

He sends up beautiful branches. 

[This tribe received a mountainous tract, covered with forests, 
on the Northern border of Canaan, where it flourished like a 
terebinth with its luxuriant top. And now Jacob turned to 
Joseph the benefactor of his family, who stood there as a 
prince crowned in the midst of his brethren. He did in fact, 
crown liim among tliem by giving him in his two sons the se- 
cond prerogative, which he had taken from Reuben, the two- 
fold inheritance ; and more than this, because he' had been 
his benefactor, he gave him his more special paternal blessing, 
the guardian providence of his youth.] 

The son of a fruitful mother is Joseph, 

The branch of a fruitful tree by the well, 

Whose branches shoot over the wall. 

They were embittered and shot at him, 

And hated him, who are skilful with arrows, 

Yet his bow abode in its strength, 


* Pent, xxxiii. 24. 25. 
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His arms and hands moved quickly. 

From the hands of the mighty God of Jacob, 

From his name, who guarded me upon my rock,* 

From thy father’s God — he stood by thee, 

From the Almighty— he.will still bless thee. 

The blessings of heaven above. 

Blessings of the sea that is beneath, 

Blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 

The blessings of thy father prevail 
Above the blessings of my mountains. 

To the glory of the everlasting hills.t 
They shall come on the head of Joseph, 

Of him that was crowned among his brethren. 

. • 

[So far as this blessitii^ contains allusions to Rachel and the 
early history of Joseph, I will not repeat the illustrations of it, 
which I have given elsewhcre.f Here it will simply serve us 
as a map of the region, which Joseph was to possess in Canaan 
for the two tribes of liis posterity. The Patriarch describes it 

♦ This passage, also, Moses explains, (Dent, xxxifi. 16.) who instead 
of a watchman over the stone of Israel places the God, who appeared to 
him in the bush, tiie guardian God of his life in his first manifestation, 
as Jacob here names the guardian of his youth, in his earliest appearing. 
The construction has nothing harsh, if we regard it us the usual abbre- 
viated name of God, as connected with the incident referred to, of the 
same kind with other local names of God, as Gen. xxii. 14. &c. the God 
of Bethel. Let one read Gen. xxviii. 15.20.21. where the phrase is 
-explained, and say wlicther an expression more fitting the incident could 
have been put in the mouth of a shcplicrd. 

t Moses, the most ancient and authcntick interpreter of this passage, 
has understood by the term here used mountains, (Dcut. xxxiii. 15.) and 
the parallelism also rcttuires it. Tho reference is to the smaller moun. 
tains of Canaan, whicti Jacob looks* upon as his own land, and above 
which, Libauus rises as one of the elevations of the primitive world. 
The spices and balsamic odours for crowning the head of Joseph are, in 
the language of poetry, the bles.singsof the mountains, their costly glory, 
as Moses describes them elsewhere, Dcut. xxxiii. 15. 


I Briefc das Studium der Theologie betrcHend, Th. 1. 



152 


in a picture of the life of Joseph. His branches spring up 
luxuriantly over a fountain where the boughs reach over the 
wall. He is an invincible archer, whose arms and hands are 
only rendered the more active by the assault of the bravest 
enemies. He is crowned with the peculiar blessing of high 
mountains, where the heavens are expanded above, and the 
sea spreads beneath, in which image the wish of the father 
aspires even to the heights of the primitive world. What then 
were these ancient mountain heights ? Moses explains the 
matter in his benedictions. He shall trample the nations even 
to the eztrcmiti/ of the land, Ephraim, therefore, the mighty 
unicorn, with his fraternal iribc, wfis to dwell, probably on the 
highest Northern elevations of the country, on the skirts of 
Mount Lebanon. Here was Phiala, the fountain of the river 
Jordan, by which the fair fruit tree was to be nourished, and 
here it might shoot its branches upon the wall, and Ix^yond the 
wall or boundry of the land, and exhibit the active and untir- 
ing boldness, f<W which th(j father of the tribe was renowned. 
Here they had the heavens alx)ve, and the sea stretching be- 
neath ; here the bitjssings of the everlasting hills, the moun- 
tains of the primeval world, from which w^re to be brought 
spices and pnjcious things, as a diadem and an unction for the 
head of him, tint was crowned among his brethren. In this 
way every particular in this pregnant benediction becomes 
not only consistent but picturescpie and local. As Lebanon, 
like a mountain of the primeval w'orld, overlooks the land of 
Canaan, crowned with white, and lifts itself to the clouds ; as 
the everlasting cedars, the trees which the Lord hath planted, 
stand upon it, and its deep vallies beneath arc fillc^l with vine- 
yards around the numerous fountains, which flow from them ; 
so shall this tribe flourtsli, fresh and lively as the vine upon 
Lebanon,* as a fruit tree by the fountains of water. The 
mountain abounds in trees, which yield odorous gums, (from 
which the Greek name was taken,) spices for the head of Jo- 


* IIos. xiv. 8. 
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seph, balsams for the head of him, that was crowned. The 
smell of Lebanon occurs in the song of Solomon and the Pro-, 
phets,* as a poetical expression for precious odours and s])ices. 
The pass of Hainatli, in which Joseph is here placed, as the 
strongest and most expert archer is the most important for the 
^safety of the whole country, and, according to the figure em- 
ployed by Moses, Ephraim and Manasseh were to guard it 
with the strength and vigiour of a wild bullock. And who can 
deny the wisdom exhibited in these conceptions of the Pa- 
triarch? Tlic children of his Egyptian son ho removed to the 
greatest distance from Egypt. Those, who held this most 
difficult pass, he furnished with all the blessings pertaining to 
royal dignity, bestowed upon them all the honours of heroism, 
and the invocation of all good from the great and mighty 
God, the guardian of Israel upon his rocky pillow. There, 
indeed, he placed the chief reliance? for the defence of the 
country. Below, in the South, a lion, the heroic Judah, was 
to be the watchman, on the Northern lirontier the wild bullock 
was to stand in the passes of the mountains. — And Benjamin 
also, a tribe most nearly related by blood, was to be at the side 
of Joseph.] 

Benjamin shall ravin asa wolf, 

In the irioniin^ he shall tear the prey, 

In the evening divide the spoil, 

because contending parties in the East go out for plunder, 
morning and evening. Ho also was to dwell in these moun- 
tainous regions. 

This arrangement, too, we know was not adhered to. When 
Judah had taken his portion, Ephraim the tribe second in 
power sought to do the same, and took what was neither des- 
tined for him, nor satisfied him, when obtained. Benjamin 

* Ho8. xiv, 7. Song of S. iv. 11. The flowers, the .‘pastures, the foQB>. 
tains, the scenery of Lebanon, are in lik^ manner praised in Nahum^ u 
|sa, ^l. 16. Song of S. iv, 16. 
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remained by his side. The praise of the Patriarch given to 
his benefactor was therefore the cause, that the sons of Joseph 
did not prove deserving of the praise bestowed. In the mean 
time, it appears that a remembrance of the original appoint- 
ment still remained in Israel. The Prophet, who most espe- 
cially propliecied to Ephraim, Hosea, employs the finest images 
of Lebanon. His roots shall branch out, his boughs shall 
spread and difiuse a fragrance like Lebanon. He shall flour- 
ish like the vineyards, his remembrance be vivifying like the 
wines of Lebanon. The mountains of Ephraim also are united 
with the Northern region of Dan, which lay at the foot of 
Lebanon, (Jer. iv. 15. 16.), and thus Joseph becomes pecu- 
liarly the crown of the land. 

Thus did the ancient Patriarchal shepherd picture to him- 
self the settlement of his tribes, and the country would have 
been invincible, if Lebanon, Jordan, the sea, and the desert, 
well guarded, had encompassed it. His benediction rises like 
a palm tree, whose branches spread wider and wider, till it 
becomes at length as a cedar of God upon the mountains. 
Had Israel gone thither earlier, and extended themselves by 
degrees, or when they came at length with united and perse- 
vering force, then would there have come to be a resident 
force, formed with the invincible banners, which guided them 
in the desert, and wliich later tradition combined into images 
of the cloudy chariots of God ; a perpetual phalanx, and in the 
midst of it the tabernacle of Jehovah. 


We come now to the sad 'contrast of the blessing of Moses 
with that of Jacob. Here the speaker was no longer a father, 
who could look over the land with a peaceful and tranquil eye, 
and divide it as his own among his shepherd sons. It was the 
wearied lawgiver, who saw his grave opening before him, and 
had spent bis life among an undeserving people, Two tribes 
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and a half had already violated the plan of Jacob, and of the 
rest he could expect but little good. He clothed his last wish* 
es, therefore, in the form of a prayer, and his admonitory and 
encouraging proposals in th%^orm of a benediction, which 
however, should be considered no less an earnest injunction, 
than the last will of Jacob. The piece is composed of definite 
and well considered expressions, the political testament of a 
departing sage. 


BLESSING OF MOSES THE MAN OF GOD UPON ISRAEL 

IN VIEW OP HIS APPROACHING DEATH. 

lie said, 

Jehovah came from Sinai, 

Went forth to them from Seir, 

Shone forth from Mount Paran. 
lie came from mountains of ICadesh, 

And round him was radiant fire.* 

How greatly doth he love the tribes, 

All the pomp of his glory is around him, 

And every one at thy feett 

* That the coininon construction of the term here as a fiery law is 
harsh, every one is sensible and here too it does not suit the context. 
God comes v. 2. 3. as a teacher of the people, while the tribes sit at his 
feet to learn of him. Moses becomes their teacher, and his law is the 
utterance of the mouth of the Most High, a far more dignified image, 
than when God is represented as bringing it in his hand. 1 prefer rather 
to consider the radiant glory of the right hand in the 3J verse, as placed 
in contrast with the expression described in the second, and pomp and 
majesty distingiiislt«;d from grace. Habakkuk explains the image, and 
interprets it by radiant fire, shooting rays. In later times these images 
were converted into the diuxayat the ranks and orders of an- 

gels, and this illustrates their meaning. 

t How fine a contrast have we here of fearful majesty and condescend- 
ing grace. Only Moses could thus have spoken of the giving of the law. 
The word used in the 3d verse means plainly, not angels, but the assem- 
bled tribes which had been already named, and arc ag?iin referred fo 
▼. 5. They sit ut the feet of their father, who teaches and admonishes 
them as children. The notion of angels teaching is a later rabbinical in- 
terpretation. 
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Received thy commandment. 

Moses enjoined on us the law, 

A heritage of the congregation of Jacob, 

For he was king of Isra^ 

All the heads of the peo|ne assembled, 

And the tribes of Israel. 

[Thus was Israel to learn respect and reverence for the law as 
a Divine economy, freely adopted as the instructive lore of 
Divine wisdom and truth. Moses was their king but only 
among the assembled chiefs of the nation, and therefore, in a 
free state. In this character, also, he uttered his last words, 
and at the same time connected with them the reverence, 
which he gave to the Divine Being, the dignity and love.] 

Let Reuben live, and not die, 

Ilis people shall be multiplied. 

[A small bl<;ssing is this, which is thus bestowed upon the first 
tribe, at all times, but yet a blessing. Simeon is passed by, 
because, in following the benediction of Jacob, Moses had no 
land which Ik^ cotild apportion to that tribe.] 

To Jmbih he said, 

Hear, O Jehovah, the voice of Judah, 

And bring liiniunto his people,* 

Ills arm will contend bravely. 

And, when his enemies oppress him, 

Tiiou wilt be his salvation. 

[The blcssiiig conferred uj)on Jndali, also, iii small compared 
with that bestowed by Jacob. Yet he is not nndistingiiished 
here, and is reminded of liis duty to be the leader in conflict,] 
To Levi he said, 

* Tiic people, to whom Judah is to be conducted, is probably the same, 
of which Jacob had assured him, Gen. xlix. 10. his distinguished and pri- 
mary inheritance. Here slept the bones of the Patriarchs. He was to 
give his name to the nation, and this was to adhere to him as its leader. 
Hence the expression. 



Thy light and right thou confidett 
To the true, the devoted man/ 

Whom thou didst prove at the place of triaU 
And strive with at the waters of strife. 

He said to his father and his mother« 

“ I know you not,” 

And remembered not his brethren, 

Nor acknowledged his children.* 

So shall they also keep thy word, 

And observe thy covenant. 

Shall teach Jacob thy judgments. 

And Israel thy law. 

They shall bum incense before thee, 

And sacrifices upon thine altar. 

Bless, O Jehovah, their power, 

Accept the work of their hands. 

Strike down him,^that riseth against them, 

And him that hateth them, that he rise not again. 

[Here we perceive the feelings of the Levite blessing with 
hearty sincerity his own tribe. He speaks as the brother of 
Aaron, and honours his memory, not only by recollecting, that 
God had bestowed upon him the highest judicial authority, 
but also that he, who first bore the sacred breastplate, was a 
man of great integrity, and unsullied character. Almost he 
murmurs against God, that for a single and trilling fault he 
had contended so severely with him. He calls it an unhap- 
py spot, the guilt of which that upright devoted man, was 
doomed to expiate with his life, and at the same time impliedly 
excuses his own conduct. For he, too, was in the same con- 
demnation, on account of which, also, he is now called to meet 
his approaching death. (Num. xx. 1 — 8 and Deut. xxxii. 50. 
51.) The transition from the praise of Aaron to the duties of 

* The construction, which 1 have given this verse in the translation, 
imparts to it, as I think, dignity and clearness. The word in the singiL. 
lar refers to Aaron, the following plural to the Levites, who were bound 
to imitate his noble example of impartiality in giving judgment, and of 
faithful adherence to God their rightful Lord. 
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his tribe, is very beautiful. The memorial of him, who first 
bore the sacred breastplate of judgment, was to be their en- 
during model. Their duties are expressed as hopes, and God 
is entreated to take part with the tribe, which was so necessa- 
ry to maintain the constitution of the country, and had so ma- 
ny enemies. This benediction of the lawgiver is beautifully 
conceived, but we have already spoken of it at large.] 

To Benjamin he said, 

The beloved of .Jehovah shall dwell safely, 

The Most high hovereth over him daily, 

And giveth him rest between his wings. 

[Tins blessing is tender in sentiment, .and entirely changed 
from the character of Jacob’s. The ravening wolf is here 
again the same Benjamin, whom his father restrained from 
the hazards of a jourm\v, and carefully commended to the 
guardianship of his brethren. So Moses commends him to 
the protecting care of Jeliovah under the frequent and favour- 
ite im.ageof niieag](‘.* This bird hovers over its young, sup- 
ports them, wlien about to fall, and permits them to rest upon 
its back and between its wings. All this the paternal law- 
giver applies to Benjainin.t] 

To Joseph he said, 

Blessed of Jehovah is thy land, 

AVith precious things of the heaven above, 

And the soa from its bosom beneath, 

With precious things produced by the sea, 

^Gen. xliii. +I)eut. xxxiii. 11. Ex. xix. 4. 

tit is not shown that shoulders (either of God or Benjamin) means 
mountains, and the discourse here is not of the niountuins of Benjamim 
between which (.od should dwell. Between the mountains Moriah and 
Zion, even had the> belonged to Benjamin, Jehovah never dwelt. There 
was a cleft between them, but the temple stood upon the mountain. 
The Hebrew text here must be read as the 70 read it. 
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And precious things brought forth hy the moon. 

The good, that grows from Eastern mountains, 

The beautiful, that springs from ancient hills. 

All precious things, which the earth produces, 

And the favor of him that appeared in the bush. 

Let them come upon the head of Joseph, 

Of him who was crowned among his brethren. 

His glory is like that of the firstborn bullock, 

His horns as the horns of a wild ox, 

With them he piisheth the nations. 

Even to the extremity of the land. 

This will the ton thousands of Ephraim do, 

And the thousands of Manasseb. 

[The blessing of Moses upon the tribes is rich and instruc- 
tive. He paraphrases the blessing of Jacob, and adapts it to 
his age, and to his own views. The blessings from hciaven 
he explains by the dew, .and of the sea by the cfluxes of the 
nether sea, which in ancient physics was the source of fertil- 
ity. In like manner the influences of the sun Jind of the moon 
are referred to the precioms products, which attend upon the 
rcvolutioriH of the year and the months. The everlasting 
mountains of Jacob be places in the East, because from that 
direction were brought at that period the costly spices, gold, 
&/C. The corresponding word in the blessing of Jacob he 
took in the sense of a bullock, and invests F.pliraini in the he- 
roic stateliness of a firstborn of the species. So also by the 
ten thousands of Ephraim and the thousands of Manassah he 
has reference to the expression of the Patriarch, who made 
Ephraim tiif3 lirstborii of the sons of Joseph. Thus the bless- 
ing is expressed with instructive reference to this more 
ancient document. It was however hardly fulfilled, since 
Ephraim did not receive the extremities of the land for his 
possession, and perliaps the very passage, which Moses has 
here devoted to him and Betijaniiu, contributed to prevent the 
folfilmeiit of the direction which it contains. Benjamin pla- 
ined himself between two strong shoulders the powerful tribes 
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of Ephraim and Jadah. Ephraim at an early period chose 
his portion in the midlie of the country, which was indeed 
fertile, but did not correspond with the fulness of blessings, 
which were here described.] 

To Zebiiloii he said, 

Rejoice, Zebulon, in thy commerce, 

And, Is£>achar, in thy tents. 

The tribes shall proclaim your mountain,* 

Where rightful sacrifices shall be offered. 

For there can they draw the influx of the sea, 

And the hidden treasures of the sand. 

[Since I have too much to say on these words to suit this con- 
nexion, i shall defer it for an appendix to this chapter, and 
throw tlie explanation of the next benediction into a note.] 

To Gad he said. 

Blessed be God, who hath enlarged Gad, 

He dwcllcth os n lion, the arm and the head are his prey. 
The first spoil of conquest he chose for himself, 

*I shall here only defend the translation on grammatical grounds. It 
is strictly a literal one. That the word commonly rendered nations 
means the tribes, is shown in the 3d and 2l8t verses, and that the moun. 
tains mentioned must be near these tribes, is shown by the local circum- 
stances which follow, which refer to the harbour near Acco, as well as 
to the place where glass was first made. Of calling strange nations 
to a mountain in the tribe of Judah, in order to draw there the treasures 
of the sea, the text says nothing. 

tThe blessing l)estowcd upon Gad contains both praise and censure ; 
praise for heroism, since Gad was the first of the three tribes, which 
joined his troop. Hence he calls him tho leader, and says that like a lion 
he has seized for himself a fair inheritance, and there already protected 
he dwells in proud security, while his brethren still wander in tents. 
Yet he gives praise for the promise made still in future to go forward 
with the host, until all the wars (the judgments of God upon Canaan) 
are completed. In the first expedition the tribe of Gad did so, and 
went in advance of the host. (Jos, iv. 
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Because the portion of his princes was then safe. 

Yet will he march onward with the host, 

To finish the wars of Jehovah, 

And to execute the judgments of God 
With Israel — 

To Dan he said, 

Dan also is a young lion, 
lie leapeth forth upon Bashan, 

[where at that time perhaps the tribe was stationed. The pur- 
pose of Mos(?s is tlicrcfore to call upon the tribe, and excite 
them to the comptest of the land.] 

To Naphtali he said, 

O iViiphtali, satisfied with favours, 

And filled with the blessings of Jehovah, 

Possess thou the sea and tho land of the South, 

[that is on tlui sea of Geimcssireth, at the southern part proba- 
bly, according to the command of Jacob.] 

To Aslier lie said, 

BIcssotl shall Asher be among the tribes, 

Ilti ?shall be acceptable to his brethren, 

And shall dipliis feet in oil. 

Brass and iron shall be thy bolts, 

And as thy days so shall thy strength increase. 

[The more lie uses tlic products of his country, the more shall 
his wealth and |)ower incrt?asc, and thereby also shall he be 
serviceable to his brethren. The blessing of Jacob is again 
altered with reference to political and national considerations. 
Asher was not to servo foreign kings with his iron and hue oil, 
but his brethiTMi. Thus Moses united the tribes together, and 
aimed to animate the whole in their various residences with 
one paternal impulse, with one selt-improving spirit of iiidus« 
try and national feeling.] 
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There is none, O Israel, like God, 

Who ridefh on the heavens for thy help, 

And in his majesty on thy lofty clouds. 

Thy protector is the eternal God,* 

Thou art beneath his everlasting arm. 

He thrusteth out the enemy 
From before thine eyes. 

And saiih “ destroy them” ! 

Yea Israel shall dwell 
Securely and alone. 

The eye of Jacob looketh upon a land, 

That is full of corn and wine, 

On which the heaven droppeth dew. 

Happy art thou O Israel. 

Where is a people like thee, 

Whom Jehovah protectclh? 

He is the shield of thy help, 

And the sword of thine excellency. 

Let thy foes seek thee with guile. 

Yet shall tliou in triumph 
Tread upon their high places. 

With such words of golden richness docs Mosf?s take leave 
of his people. Ho l)uilds thoir hopes on God, represents 
their land as the object of his love, that land, from which they 
looked down from tlie lioights of Bashan and Gilead. Here 
shut out from the nations, secure and alone, should Israel 
dwell, nourished, not as Kgypt by the river, but immediately 
by the dew of lu^aveii, and the hand of Jehovah. A bold 
mountain race should Jcshuruii become, and though the 
crafty wiles of their enemies were unceasing, should proceed, 
till they trod as conquerors on all their high places. Would 
that tlic will of Moses had been accomplished ! The coun* 
try lies apart, surrounded and limited by mountains, seas, riv- 

*That this is the most emphatic word used by Moses to express th© 
eternity and inviolable truth of God we know from Ps. xc. 1. By the 
words hero used and the triumphal march of God in the clouds ho re- 
minds us of his ancient wonders, 



ers and deserts ; a small, but divinely chosen spot, which, 
cultivated with diligence and guarded by the united force of 
the tribes, might have flourished. It lies as it were between 
the three divisions of the Eastern continent, in the boundless 
Asia, at the foot of these rich mountains of the primitive 
world, and is their outlet and haven. Above and below Ju- 
d®a were the routes of the trade of the ancient world. So 
far as its situation is concerned, it might have been the hap- 
piest people in the world, had they used their advantages, and 
remained true to the spirit of their ancient law. Poor, and 
now barren, and naked land ! in which partly through sacred 
poetry and song, but yet more through the consequences of 
misfortune and folly, we know almost every glen and hill, eve- 
ry valley and village, which ages ago in the history of man- 
kind wast famed for superstition, blood and war, wilt thou ever 
enjoy a better renown ? or are the mountains, on which thy 
Prophets trod, once so fruitiful, doomed henceforth to perpet- 
ual desolation? 

TABOR, THE MOUNTAIN OF THE SANCTUARY 

AS AN IDEA OP MUSES, 

To Zebiilon he said, 

Rejoice, Zcbulon, in thy commerce. 

And, Issachar, in thy tents. 

The tribes shall proclaim your mountain, 

Where rightful sacrifices shall bo offered. 

For there can they draw the influx of the sea. 

And the hidden treasures of the sand. 

Wherefore does Moses unite two tribes together here, and 
those too so opposite to each other ? He himself explains, 
that he docs it on account of a mountain, which the tribes 
would proclaim for the place of the sanctuary, and of the reg- 
ular sacrifices ; for here, he proceeds, will they be able to en- 
joy the influx of the sea, and to behold, to acquire, and use, 
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rtre and beautiful productions, the secret treasures of the sand,, 
the glass made in that vicinity. He allures them, therefore, 
to the place of their national assemblies by the influence of 
profit and curiosity. 

What mountain then was it, which he did not, indeed, en- 
join, but proposed to them as a free people ? It could be no 
other than Tabor. 

Tabor lies between Zebulon and Issachar, and forms the 
mutual boundary of the tribes. It lies directly against the bay 
of Acco, tlie most natural harbour on the whole coast. The 
lake Cendevia, where glass was most anciently produced, js 
not far from it, and tlie river Bolus, so well known on account 
of this production, derives a part of its waters from Tabor. 
The reasons assigned, also, suit no other mountain than this, 
and the very words clearly and literally point it out. The 
thing spoken of is not the calling of foreign natiom to a moun- 
tain, (in the desert somewhere and at a distance from these 
tribes,) but tlie tribes arc to proclaim a mountain for the place 
of their Sanctuary, wh(!re they could have the advantages and 
gratifications pointed out, and such was Tabor. 

rtow judicious, and, on whatever side we consider it, how 
wise was tliis idea of Moses! This was in name the umbili- 
cus, or middle point of the country, and in destination was to 
have been, like the Delphic Oracle in Greece, the central 
place of ass(?mblage for the tribes. In choosing Zion for the 
place of mee ting in the lower section of the land tln?y subject- 
ed the upper tribes to the necessity of a long and elispropor- 
tionatc journey. The consequence was, that tln*y visited it 
but seldom, and with great dilliculty, and on the first faroura- 
ble occasion the ten tribes fell off from this sanctuary, and 
chose for themselves more convenient places at Dan and 
Bethel. Had the conquest of the land been prosecuted ac- 
cording to tlie intention of Jacob and Moses, and extended as 
far as Mount Lebanon, there would have been no place SQ 
central and convenient as Mount Tabor, 
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This mountain, too, by its nature and position, was marked 
out as a place for a national assemblage. It rises in the midst 
erf a very fertile plain, and all travellers agree in their account 
of its remarkably beautiful appearance. Apart from all other 
mountains, it stands alone upon its delightful plain, perfectly 
round, as if shaped by the hand of art. It is difficult of as- 
cent, and therefore a natural strong hold, and occupied for 
that purpose against the Romans at the time of their conquest. 
In the lower part it is rocky, but above covered even to the 
summit with thick shrubbery, vines, olives and other fruit 
trees, as if encircled with a verdant crown, while the branch- 
es are everywhere vocal with the song of birds. It affords a 
wide and beautiful prospect, and Jeremiah says of a hero he 
shall move witli dignity, like Tabor among the mountains. 
Its summit is an elliptical plain, a stadium in breadth, and 
two in length. In every respect, then, how beautifully was it 
fitted for the sacred tabernacle of a people inhabiting the 
mountains I and how much more beautiful the scenes, which 
would here have been celebrated by the sacred poets, than 
those around the small and barren Mount Zion : scenes, in 
which the fertility of the country, the view of tribes happi- 
ly united and leagued in harmony, of the sea, the lake, and 
the river Jordan, would have mingled in their descriptions. 
The Kishon and the Kadumim, which flow from this mountain, 
would have resounded in these sacred songs, instead of that 
small brook, which is now celebrated in the Psalms. 

Such was this mountain, as to its natural form and position, 
nor was it less eligible from its relation to the political divi- 
sions of the country. It was situated between two tribes, 
which were not the most ambitious, but the most industrious 
and most profitably employed, and belonged exclusively to 
neither. These were more than any others able to furnish 
provision and entertainment for the national assemblies. From 
its fruitful plains the tribe of Issachar could provide sacrifices, 
ftnd thereby derive a revenue from the products of its soil. 



Zebulon lay upon the sea, and could enjoy a profitable trade 
with the neighbouring commercial cities, as the lawgiver dis- 
tinctly intimates. Here no rivalship between the tribes was 
to be feared, for both were sons of the same virtuous mother, 
and second to none in dignity and worth, while at the same 
time they contended with none for precedence in rank. They 
enjoyed their advantageous situation with quiet industry, and 
on this Moses himself had reckoned. This is plain, if we 
compare his benediction with that of Jacob. The Patriarch 
had compared Tssachar with a patient beast of burden, and on 
that account placed him in this fertile region to distribute wa- 
ter to neighbouring herds. Moses, therefore, who neither 
could nor would look to Canaanitish slaves and Gibconites to 
bring wood and water to the Sanctuary, placed this in a re- 
gion, which had the patient beast of burden of the Patriarch 
on the one side, and the dealer in foreign merchandize on the 
other, on both sides means for accommodation and interesting 
excitement. Where were these to be found in the deserts of 
the tribe of Judah ? and yet we know the national festivals 
were designed for national amusement and for trade. Its vi- 
cinity to one of the finest harbours on the coast would have 
brought to Mount Tabor, besides the people of the cotintry, 
strangers from thence at the time of the national festivals, 
would have awakened industry and promoted the interchange 
of commodities throughout the land. For on the one hand 
was Acco, on the other Gennesarcth, flourishing coininunitics 
on all sides, and Tabor the crown and pride of all at the point 
of union in the midst. 

Yet alas! it was not chosen, and the wise conception of the 
legislator was neglected. The rude people idly suffered tlie 
ark of the covenant to remain where it first rested, and visited 
it but seldom. Every one was eager to seize upon his own 
possession, and no one concerned himself for tlio common in- 
terests and organization of the combined whole, for Mo-ses 
was dead, Joshua was now old, and Eliezer weak or destitute 
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of the necessary influence. Soon the ark fell into the handtf 
of the Philistines, and was entertained as a guest here and 
there, — until David took possession of it, and fixed it perma*' 
nently upon his own Zion. 

By thus establishing upon the same mountain, and one too 
but recently gained as a conquest by himself, his own resi- 
dence and the tabernacle of God, this monarch, no doubt, 
added both power and glory to his reign. The circumstances 
of his own life, and of the tribe from which he sprung, and in 
which he could most fully confide, made this choice moreover 
necessary for him. Yet it is none the less true, and the result 
clearly proved it, that the more enlarged plan of Moses for 
uniting all the tribes as brethren, by a more free and more 
central place for their national assemblages and festivals, was 
thereby forever defeated, and an apple of discord, by the ar- 
rangement which David adopted, was thrown among the tribes 
to their final separation. Ephraim and Judah were rivals for 
precedence in rank, because in the blessing of the Patriarch 
both were invested with a crown. And because under the 
family of David the tribe of Judah acciuircd an undue share of 
power and lionour, Ephraim combined with the other tribes, 
and chose along with their own king their separate places, 
also, for their sacred assemblies. Only Judah and Benjamin 
remained united, and they plainly because the temple, which 
was built upon mountains belonging to them in common, held 
them together — a proof, that, had this been placed elsewhere, 
it might have exerted the same fine influence upon all, which 
was now felt by these two tribes alone. The nation had lost 
its balance ; the point of union was thrown from the centre in- 
to a corner of the country. 

If we look for the cause of this evil, we find it indeed, in a 
source of itself innocent enough, the benedictions of Jacob. 
From gratitude to Joseph and respect for the heroism of Ju- 
dah he had given to these two sons, prerogatives, which were 
abused by their weaker posterity. It was the injunction of 
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Moses, that the country should not be divided, until the whole 
was in their possession, and should then be apportioned ac- 
cording to the population of the several tribes. The command 
was reasonable and necessary, for if the more powerful tribes 
seized upon their portion before this, who was to support the 
weaker and aid them in securing theirs 7 And how, too, in 
that case, would an equitable apportionment of the whole be 
possible 7 Yet the injunction was not carried into effect. Mo- 
ses was already before his death compelled to give some of the 
tribes their portion beyond the river Jordan. We know that 
he did this unwillingly, and bound them by an oath still to go 
jfbrward and aid their brethren in completing the conquest of 
Canaan. It was, however, never completed. So soon as 
Joshua had made one or two successful expeditions, the two 
most powerful tribes, Judah and Ephraim, seized upon and 
appropriated more than half of the whole country. In the 
mean time the weaker tribes wandered about and made terms 
with the Canaanites as they best could. The division was three 
times repeated before all the tribes were able to find their pos- 
sessions. Some of them, indeed, were still inadequately provi- 
ded p.iid compelled to seek for new dwellings. Those w^hich 
were treated with neglect by Jacob, obviously suffered by it, 
and it was not without reason, that Moses so often impressed 
it upon the people, “ that God visits the sins of the fathers up- 
on the children only to the third or fourth, but extends his 
blessings to the thousandth generation.” For what fault was 
it of the trilies of Simeon and Levi, that their fathers had 
done a foolish and rash deed 7 How was Dan to blame, that 
he was born of a concubine, and almost forgotten in the distri- 
bution of blessings 7 In short, the land was divided without 
system or (Kiuality, the Northern part not wholly conquered, 
and what was worse the most warlike tribes were settled, 
where there was the least danger of assault, in the middle of 
the country. The parts most exposed to danger, on the con- 
trary, were apportioned to the smaller and feebler. From 
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Egypt, Canaan had nothing to fear, and every tribe was able 
to defend itself against the Arabian hordes ; but on the North, 
towards Syria, Assyria and Babylon, it was otherwise, and 
there Jacob and Moses had assigned to Ephraim, Manassch, 
and Benjamin their several portions. Here the frontier was 
now left unprotected, and houce the hostile assaults, in which, 
first Israel, and finally Judah was destroyed, came in that di- 
rection. The nation, indeed, was exposed to ruin even from 
the Canaan ites, because they were divided, 'and did not pros- 
ecute the war, till their conquest was completed. There was 
no general sui)ervision, and no wise apportionment of the whole 
was any longer possible. Of the sanctuary, which Moses had 
carefully placed rather to tlie North than the South, no thought 
was taken, no bond of union was j)reserv(?il among the tribes, 
and they became one by one the prey of the most despicable 
enemies. 

In ,the mean time tin? beautiful Tabor remained what it 
was, and in its native pride and luxuriance, as described in 
one of tin; Psalms, spoke the praises of its creator. Indeed, 
in its relation to tin; political interests of the nation it became 
(from its natural advantages of form and situation) the first 
theatre of victory and of national del ivc ranee,* and hence 
will ff^rever flourish, at least as the mount of heroism and lib- 
erty, in the song of Deborah. 
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. TRIUMPHAL SONGS OF THE ISRAELITES. 

History of Balaam, considered with reference to the age, in which he 
lived. Propensity of ancient, uncultivated nations, especially in the 
East, to contido in Prophetic benedictions, and the arts of soothsayers. 
Influence oi Moses against this. Design of the song of the well, 
which he introduces. Dreams, trances and visions of the Prophet 
and soothsayer. Vision of Balaam. Its purpose. Probability of it in 
the mind of an Eastern conjurer. The language of benediction and 
triumph uttered by Balaam. Of whom it was spoken. How they 
came into the possession of the Israelites, and in what way probably 
they were preserved. • 

Book of the wars of Jehovah. Fragments derived from it. Poetical 
explanation of the altar of Moses. Whether Amalckor Moses raised 
his hands towards the throne of God. Song of iriiimph over the 
Amalekitcs. Poetical passuge.s in the Books of Joshua and Judges. 
Of the standing .still of the sun and moon. Of the sound of the trum- 
pets at Jericho. Age of poetry in the Book of Judges. Difference 
between sucli an age and one of political order and social happiness 
like ours. Tone of the narrative in these heroic tales. Animation in 
the description of remarkable events and heroes. E.\aniple in the sto- 
ry of Sampson. Triumphal song of Deborah, accompanied with re- 
marks and an appendix. 

In the foregoing .section I have treated of two blessings pro- 
nounced upon Israel, from different periods in their history, 
and in different styles of expression ; I shall now add to them 
another, more strongly marked, than either, in the boldness 
of its composition, and tlie crown of the whole. It is the pro- 
phecy of Balaam, when he saw the camp of Israel. But the 
history, which precedes, is the subject of so many contradic- 
tory opinions, that it will be necessary to exhibit it with some 
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care in the light which seems to me most natural with refer- 
ence to time and place. 

When Israel went against Moab, and the king of this 
people felt himself too weak to withstand them, ho sent* for a 
celebrated soothsayer to affect by imprecations, what he could 
not do by the power of his arms. This circumstance has 
nothing strange in it, if we take into view tlie notions of an- 
cient tribes, or even of rude nations of the present day, as 
we learn them from history and the accounts of travellers. 
They attached much importance to the imprecations and 
blessings of their soothsayers. They believed tliat misfortune 
awaited them, if they had offended one of these, and even 
ascribed invincible power to the precise words and figures of 
the curse or of the blessing. The history of superstition 
among Jill nations, not even excepting the Ixiiter informed and 
ingenious Ci reeks and Romans, t bears witness to this. That 
such should be the case in the East, therclbro, and among the 
rude people of a mountainous district, is nothing peculiar. 
It was one among the imperishable and peculiar merits of 
Moses, that surrounded, as he was, by superstitious tribes, ho 
directly opposed in liis system of laws superstitious practices, 
and did not tolerate encliantments, magical imprecations, and 
blessings. The song of the well, which belongs to this peri- 
od, was introduced perhaps for this very purpose, to guard 
against the superstition of the people.f 


Spring up, O well, 

Sing ye unto it. 

•Num. xxii. 1. tThe latter it is well known had their incantatores. 
tNuiii. xxi. IG. The Arabs still believe in the power to charm fish, 
so that they shall come in heaps if they call to theintal! tal! (come! 
come!) and precisely these are the first words of the song. (See Nu- 
bulirs Rcisen Th. 2 ) Among other nations also I have read of similar 
words of enchantment, by which they believed, that water could be 
made to flow up from the earth. 
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The princes digged the well, 

The nobles pointed it out, 

With their scepters. 

With their staves. 

Perhaps Mosos caused the place to be marked by the staves 
of the leaders, that no enchanter’s rod inierlit be permitted to 
approach it. Balaam himself was obliged to confess, “ that en- 
chantment had no power against Israel, and that no bene- 
diction conhl prevail against Jacob.” Considered in this 
light, therefore', the story is to the honour of lsra«*l; Moses 
shows, by th(* exam()le of the most celebrated soothsayer, 
how vain, and liow subject to the control of God, was this Jirt, 
which he bad for!)i(blen. 

The messengers sent by Balak came with jwesents, and 
Balaam had a wish to follow them, when the guardian God of 
lilt* p(*ople, whom he was to curse, in a nightly vision forbade 
the journey. Here tool find nothing, that should be thought 
strange. \V<ire not dreams in tliese ancient times honoured 
and permitted to have great inihience among all nations? 
Was not the mind of a soothsayer, who as he says, 

Wiih open eyes uttered his oracles, 

Wlu) listened to the words of God, 

And saw tliu visions of the Almighty, 

W'lio fell ill u trance but saw clearly, 

was not the mind of such a man, who believed, that even wa- 
king he exjxfneiiced such trances, be still more likely to see 
visions in tin? ipiiit hours of sleep? And why slioidd not God 
employ the way of access to him ino.st accordant with the laws 
of nature, as In? gave commands in dreams, or awakened con- 
ceptions, in the minds ol Abiiiiclech, ot Nebuchadnezzar and 
Other pagans. Tin? result was, that Balaam, daunted by the 
guardian (lod of Israel, refused to accontpany the messemrers 
of Balak, 

Other messengers were then sent with still greater presents. 
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The heart of the diviner was tempted, and God permitted him 
to go. Yet however with the express prohibition to say any 
thing else, than that, which he put in his month. Still more 
to alarm the dealer in benedictions, that fearful vision appear- 
ed to him in the way, of which so much has been said. The 
vision, it is to bo observed, appeared to him by degrees. The 
ass went out of the way, pressed against the wall, fell upon her 
knees; and now the vision began to appear in the mind of 
the soothsayer, lie hears the ass speak, he sees the messen- 
ger of Jehovah with a drawn sword, (perhaps a flame of fire 
dashing or blazing up before him) and finally ho hears a voice. 
The messerig(;r of Jehovah, who stood before hiin in the way, 
reproached him, because, with less understanding than his ass, 
he had not heeded the less marked presentiments of his mind. 
He threatens to slay him and save the brute, and gives him 
finally another strict charge to say nothing bnt that which God 
should suggest to him. Thus impressed with fear he proceeds 
onward, his month restrained as with a bridle. 

In this incident too I see nothing, which would not corres- 
pond w’ith the character of a soothsayer. Let ono read ac- 
counts of travels in all countries, where such still exist, and he 
will see with astonishment of what vehement excitements of 
the imagination they are capable. Their souls wander from 
their bodies, which in the mean time lie apparently lifeless, 
and bring accounts of what they have seen in this and that 
place, to which they have just been. So too of their divina- 
tions which are confided in by the people, and at which the 
most intelligent travellers have been confounded. All in fact 
look with wonder upon the feats of these men, and the unnatural 
states, winch they assume, and compared with which the vision 
and trance of Balaam are but trifles. Why then should not the 
Divine Being, who would now employ the voice of this crafty* 
diviner going not in fact to curse but to bless, proceed in the 
way, which was the most customary and most effectual upon 
the mind of the diviner. A fearful phsenomenon was to meet 
♦15 
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him in the way. He actually beard and saw, in a waking 
vision, what is here related, and how trifling for us to enquire, 
whether the ass actually spoke ? and how ? whether and in 
what way God gave her reason and human organs of speech 
&rC-? To the diviner the ass spake in a vision, that is, he heard 
a voice and saw an appearance. She could not have spoken 
to us, unless we would also have become diviners. 


From a man of such imagination we should expect effu- 
sions of a bold and elevated character, and such they are. 
They possess tlic highest dignity, brevity, animation find co- 
piousness of imagery. There is little in the later Prophets, 
and nothing in the discourses of Moses, that equals them in 
this respect. They stand somewhere in the same rank with 
the Book of Job, and the narrative, by which they are intro- 
duced, with all these dreams and visions, with the fearful cli- 
max of warnings, the various high places with seven altars up- 
on each — all this is so simple, told with such emphasis and 
aymmetry of parts, that we seem to be brought, by a kind of 
magic ladder, to that for which such preparation is made. 

BLESSINGS OF BALAAM UPON THE CAMP OF ISRAEL. 

Balak the king of Moab brought me from Aram, 

Called tnc from the mountains of the East. 

Come hither, and curse me Jacob, 

Come hither, and deimincc Israel, 

How can I curse whom God hath not cursed ? 

How can I denounce whom God hath not denounced ? 

From the rocky summit 1 behold the nation, * 

From the Mountain tops I survey them. 

Behold a people, that dwcllcth alone, 

And joins itself not with the nations. 

Who can count the dust of Jacob? 

Or number the fourth of Israel ? 
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Let me but die the death of the righteous,* 

And let my last end be like his. 

The king is alarmed, that Balaam, instead of pronouncing 
a curse, utters a blessing ; and as if this was an unlucky spot 
where perhaps no sacrifices would avail, or he received only 
unfavourable visions, he conducts him to another place, from 
which he could have a view of the whole people to the farther- 
most tent, in short to the top of mount Pisgah. Seven altars 
are built, seven offerings brought, and Balak with the princes 
of Moab remained by the offering. The soothsayer retires 
again into solitude, that God may meet with him. He returns 
and says. 

Stand up, O Balak, and hear, 

Hearke3n to me, thou son of Zippor, 

God is not a man, that he should lie, 

Nor the son of man, that he should repent. 

Hath he said, and shall he not do it? 

Hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? 

Behold I have received a blessing. 

He hath hlesscd, and I cannot reverse it. 

No evil is to be seen upon Jacob, 

No misfortune impends over Israel, 

Jehovah his God is with him. 

The shout of a king in his midst. 

God hath brought him out of Egypt, 

Like a wild bullock is his strength. 

No enchantment prevails against Jacob, 

Nor any divination against Israel. 

According to the times it shall be told him, 

What God hath resolved to be done.f 
Behold this people, they rise up as a lion, 

And lift themselves up as a young lion. 

He lieth not down, till he eat the prey, 

And drink the blood of the slain. 

*Jeshurun seems to be a term of distinction for Israel, nearly in (he 
sense of if^aOog in the most ancient times. It often occurs as a name 
of Israel, and m the song of Solomon all the lovers of Solomon are 
xalo^ xa* 'jfaOoi, 

tA fine distinction ^tween a diviner and a true Prophet, 
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Now Balak entreats, that if he will not curse, he shall at least 
not bless Israel ; and conducts him to a third place, to the top 
of Peor, which looks towards the desert. After the altars are 
built, and the sacrifices offered, the diviner goes no farther to 
seek for auguries. He raises his eyes, and looks upon Israel 
encamped by tribes. He is filled with enthusiasm, takes up 
his parable, and says, 

Thus saith Balaam, the son of Beor, 

Thus saith the man, whose eyes arc open, 

Hr saith it, who hoareth the words of God, 

Who sccth the vision of the Almif,dity, 

Falleth in a trance, and seeth with open eye. 

How beautiful are thy tents, O .Tacob, 

And thy dwelling places, O Israel, 

As rivers spread themselves abroad, 

As gardens by the river’s side. 

As aloes, which God hath planted, 

As cedar trees, beside waters. 

Waters run from their fountains, 

And many streams shall be his offspring. 

His king shall be higher than Agag, 

And his kingdom shall be exalted, 

God hath brought him out of Egypt, 

As of a wild bullock is his race. 

He devourcth the nations his enemies, 

He breaketh in pieces their bones. 

And pierceth them with his arrows. 

He coucheth and licth down as a lion. 

As a young lion, who shall rouse him up t 
Blessed is he, that blesseth thee, 

And cursed is he, that curseth thee. 

Balak enraged smites his hands together, and commands him 
to depart to his own place. Balaam in taking leave instructs 
him farther, however, what this nation shall do to his own peo* 
pie in later times. Here the prophecy reaches its highest 
point of sublimity. 

Thus saith Balaam, the son of Beor, 

Thus saith the man, whose eyes are open, 
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He saith, who heareth the words of God, 

And knowcth the knowledge of the Most High, 

Who saw the vision of the Almighty, 

Falling down, but with eyes open. 

I see him, but he is not yet, 

I behold him, but he is yet afar off. 

There corneth a star out of Jacob,* 

A sceptre riseth out of Israel, 

Wliich srnitcili the corners of Moub, 

And dcsiroyeth his high fortrc8ses,t 
Kdoiii is his possession, 

'I’lio hostile Seirliis conquest, 

Israel doth v.iliaiit deeds. 

Out of Jacob corneth a conqueror, 

And vvaslctli the reninantof the habitations. 

lie tlinn looked abrotid upon Arnalck, took up his parable, 
and said, 

Ainalek the first among the nations. 

His end shall be — to perish forever. 

IIo looked upon tlu^ Kenites, took up his parable, and said, 

Strong is thy dwelling place, 

'riuni pntfest thy nest in a rock, 

Yet shall the K'enito bo wasted. 

Till Assbur cany llieo away captive. 

Again he took up bis parable, and said, 

Wlio shall live, when God docth this ? 

Ships from Italia’s coasts, 

Ilritig down the pride of Asshur, 

And liiinibb^ the pride of Kber. 
lie also shall perish forever. 

* David the conqueror of the Moabites. 

t The “ fortresses” arc obviously in parallelism with the “ corners of 
Moab.” If the one signifies the fortified summits and angles of the moun - 
tains, then the other signifies the towers built on theso, or the men who 
garrison them. Children of Seth is a term, that could have no meaning 
herOi as distinguishing the family descent. 
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And Balaam rose up, and departed to go to his own place, and 
Balak also arose up and went his way. 


What a crown of triumph for Israel ! a crown of laurel, that 
becomes continually more precious with age. And was this 
an artifice of the Moabites ? a device for their own injury ? 
and for the glory of Israel ? If it be an artifice, it must be 
one of Mos(\s, or of some later Hebrew poet. And to whom 
then could it be ascribed 1 W^hat later poet has figurative 
language so bold as this ? 

“ But of what conseipience was it whether a foreign sooth- 
sayer uttered curses or blessings upon Israel?” Lotus consid- 
er, that they were uttered not for effect upon us, but upon Is- 
rael and Moab. The Israelites, already disheartened at the 
war, would have been, perhaps, still more discouraged, had a 
soothsayer so famous as Balaam imprecated evil upon them; as 
on the other hand it failed to raise the courage of the Moabites, 
when they heard such destinies announced. Thus Jehovah 
here adapted himself to the weakness of the host of Israel, and 
seized upon the device of the enemy, which was to have ren- 
dered them hopeless, and converted it into a means of inspi- 
ring them with new courage. 

“ But how came it to the knowledge of the Israelites V* In 
answer to this let us enquire, how Moab and the Israelites 
were situated, and it will be seen, that, as Balaam came from 
the mountains of the East, he must have passed by or through 
the hosts of the Israelites. The history of the blessings were 
probably recorded in the Book of the wars of Jehovah, from 
which several poeticafextracts and songs are introduced in this 
place.* Thus we can at least conjecture, whence it came, 
and how it was preserved. Let us look at these other songs ! 


♦ Nura, xxi. 14--30f 
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When Moses, compelled by necessity, smote Amalek, he 
began a book of the wars of Jehovah, that was afterwards con* 
tinned. Only a few poetical passages of it, however, remain. 
A passage from the triumph of Moses over Amalek.* 

I will blot out, utterly blot out 

The memory of Amalek from under heaven. 

The altar, which Moses built, and which he called “ Jehovah, 
my banner of triumph,” has in like manner a poetical explana- 
tion. 

Because my hand was raised to Jehovah’s throne, 

Jehovah will have war with Arnalck, 

From generation to generation. 

It was not the hand of Amalek, but that of Moses, that was 
raised to Jehovah during the battle. It was supported by a 
stone, and this suggested the idea of an altar, wliich was csill- 
ed the “ banner of victory.” As a conqueror Moses had rais- 
ed his hand to the throne of Jehovah. 

We find afterwards other poems from this book.t The sung 
of the well was before introduced, and a triumphal ode over 
the Aiiiorites liere follows. 

A SONG OF TRIUMPH OVER THE AMORITES, WHO H.\D 
BEEN THE CONQUERORS OF MOAB.t 

Come ye into ITeshbon, 

Build and strengthen Sihon. 

A fire went out of Heshbon, 

A flame from the city Sihon, 

Which consumed the mountains of Moab, 

The dwellers in the high places of Arnon. 

Woe unto thee, Moab, 

Thou art undone, people of Chemosh. 

Thy sons must be fugitives, 

Thy daughters become captives 
To Sihon, King of the Aroorites. 


* £z. zvii. 14. 


t Num. zzi. 14. 


I Num. zzi. 27. 
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Their yoke is now broken 
From Heehbon unto Dibon. 

We laid waste unto Nophah, 

We laid them waste unto Medbah. 

The Israelites invite their guests into the conquered Hesh» 
bon, and Sihon. They boast that they have now conquered the 
conquerors of Moab, and celebrate with irony the deeds of 
their conquered enemies. Of such irony tlierc was much in 
the ancient triumphal songs, which can have little interest 
for us. 


Jn the Book of Joshua vve find notljing like? the songs above 
introduced. A few hold features in the narrative, seem, how- 
ever, to have come from triuinplial songs, and in the boldest of 
them, the account of the sun and moon’s standing still, refer- 
ence is (?xpressly made to the book of ancient heroic songs 
and hence it is strange, that tliis beautiful passage should 
liave been so long misinterpreted. 

Joshua attacks the Amorites early in the inorriing, and 
continues the battle until into the iiiglit, making it, therefore, 
a long day, and the day soeincel to he lengthened in order to 
the completion of tlio victory. The sun and moon, therefore, 
(for he pursued the enemy till into tlio night,) were witnesses 
of his deeds. They seemed to stand still with astonishment 
ill the heavens, till the victory was completed. All nature 
appeared for once, subject to the command of the hero, and 

* The book may have been call(?d Jnshcr from the kindred word sig. 
nifying sovg^ and if it was a book of Hebrew heroic poetry, it probably 
began with the song at the Red Sea, and from the first word in that, per- 
haps, acquired its name. Or Jasher was equivalent to the book of he- 
roes, because it was the heroic designation of this people as Jeshurun, 
ayoidoi^ as we have seen above. Both amount to the same thing, if we 
translate Jasher, the book of heroic songs. That it was such its contents 
show. 
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to obey his commaiidiiig voice. Jehovah himself seconded k/ 
not only by sending a supernatnrali i. e. panic fear upon the 
enemy, but, when they fled also, by pursuing them with a 
storm of hail, as if he were the leagued ally of Joshua. Simi^ 
lar representations from the history of the times were at the 
foundation of this. The narrative proceeds — 

And as they fled before Israel,* 

The^ way that ieadeth to Bethhoront 
Then cast Jehovah mighty stones 
Upon them out of heaven, 

Along the way unto Aaekah, and they fell. 

A greater number fell by the hail, 

Than were slain by the sword of Israel. 

Then Joshua spake unto Jehovah, 

In the day, when Jehovah gave the Amorites, 

To fall before the children of Israel, 

He said before assembled Israel, 

** Stand still, thou sun, upon Qibeon, 

And thou moon in the valley of Ajalon. 

Then the sun stood still. 

And the moon was stayed. 

Until the victory was completed, 

The war of Israel upon their enemies.** 

F(^r is it not written in the book of heroes, 

'* The sun stood still in the midst of heaven. 

And went not down, although the day was ended. 

And never was a day like that day. 

Neither before it nor after it. 

That Jehovah listened to the voice of a hero, 

For Jehovah himself fought for Israel.” 

Who does not see, that here is the costume of poetry, even 
if no book of heroes were referred to f To the language of 
Israel such expressions were not foreign, nor was their bold- 
ness unusual. How often is it said in the plain style of histo* 
ly, God fought for Israel.’^ In the song of Deborah even 




* Josh. z. II. 



the elini became eombatottii The sm end moon and deren 
stars am represeiiM in the dream of a youthful shepherd, aa 
tiowing down before him. The Sun has its place of rest, and 
knows the timeof its retiring to repose.* 


So it is with several passages in the Books of Joshua and 
Judges. When the walls of Jericho are described as falling 
down at the sound of the sacred trumpets, let the account be 
read in the spirit of that age, and it will cease to excite a 
smile. With the sound of the trun^ets was united the war- 
cry, and the rush of warlike assault, and the one was only the 
signal for the other. For six days the commander had for- 
bidden the assault, and on the seventh, when the enemy were 
put off their guard, by the idle loitering of the Israelites, and 
the walls at the early dawn were undefended, he gave the sig- 
nal for the war-cry, that is, for storming the place, and thus 
they took possession of the city. 

The whole Book of Judges is animated with the spirit of 
heroic poetry. It breathes the spirit of the age, the youthful 
vigour of a newly settled race of mountaineers, who indeed 
were often subdued and oppressed for want of organization 
and government among themselves, but whose heroism and 
love of liberty now arid then kindled up in the heroick souls 
of individuals, and broke out into a dame. I might dcnomin- 

* It may be that Joshua had expressed the wish, thatthe day might b« 
prolonged, (for do not Homer’s heroes express wishes of the same sort, 
and do they not correspond with the spirit, that prevails in the beat of 
battle ?) and when the event corresponded with his wishes, and the light 
coUnued unusually long, and the very heavens seemed to come to his aid 
a storm of hail, what was more natural, than that the triumphal song 
.muld compose the picture of a day unlike to any other, shobld represent 
tbe hero as speaking, employing Jehovah himself as a coadjutor, and 
make the sun and moon participate in the triumph, and wonder at the 
boldness of the heroic leader. 
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ite tiut tht poetical a^e of Israel, aad will explain myeetf on 
Um point more at large. 


A period of civil and political order, of peaceful security, 
and established moral customs, is certainly the happiest for a 
nation, but not the most favourable for producing poetry, that 
is filled with life and action. This delights rather in bold and 
striking incidents, in tlie prevalence of passion, of the mar* 
vellous, and of liberty. At that period there was no king in 
Israel, and every man did what was right in his own eyes,” 
and often, therefore, thomost savage and cruel wrong, as we 
see from many traces of their history. He acted according 
to the impulse of ardent and unrestrained desire, and in rela- 
tion to all heroic deeds it is said, ** the spirit of the Lord, that 
is, the national spirit of the Israelites impelled him, or thu 
national God aroused and armed him, the spirit of Jehovah 
began to drive him here and there,” even when the actor was 
by no means a man of moral worth. It is painful to read the 
objections, that are multiplied against this book and its mar- 
vellous events without regard to the time and circumstances, 
in which it was written. Every one knows, that all ancient 
nations in their wars permitted themselves the use of artifice 
and deception ; all rude nations do so at the present day, and, 
where in other respects magnanimity exists, prefer crafi; to 
force. A disorganized and oppressed people, whose national 
power exists only in individual enterprize, have more especial 
need of such weapons. For how can an individual even the 
strongest and bravest, if we mean to speak rationally, main* 
taio himself against a multitude, if he does not gain an ad- 
vantage by the arts of war 1 And what are these arts, but 
idtilful artifices ? Or is there a less ingenious artifice, a lesd 
hermc heroism, than that which breathes from the mouth af 
the cannon,? Let Ehud go, then, excited by Jehovah, and 
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vrith hw dagger pierce tbe foreign tj^ants of his conntry. It 
was more decicire than a rictory with us, which is purchased 
by the blood of thousands. Every thing then depended on in- 
dividual heroism and prowess. The rude dweller in tents, 
Jael the wife of Eber, who, uniting with her people, pierced 
through the commander of a foreign foe in her tent, could 
make, indeed, but little claim to rank in our orders of military 
merit, yet deserved, according to the spirit of the age, the 
national praise awarded her in the song of Deborah. We 
must first convert the hordes, which made war upon Israel to 
well ordered nations, and their times into ours, if we would 
apply our principles of right in war to them. 

Qualem ministrum fulminis alitemi 
Cui rex deprutn regnum in avea vagas, 

Permisit, expertus Sdelem 
Jupiter in Ganymede fiavo, 

Olim juventae et patrins vigor 
Nido laborum propulit inscium ; 

Vemique jam nimbis remotii 
Ineolitoe docuere nisus 

Venti paventem ( mox in ovilia 
Pemisit hostem vividus impetus 
Nunc in reluctantes draconea 
Egit amor dapis atque pugnse.— 

Thus do I picture to myself the deeds of Deborah, of 
Gideon, of Jephthah, and of Bamson, and I hold no more 
prolonged vindication of particular circumstances on the 
grounds of morals and natural rights to be necessary. The 
Whole stands forth, even in respect to the tone of the narra- 
tive, in the light and costume of poetry. Some of the narra- 
tives, indeed, as the capturing of Samson in the lap of Deli- 
{hh, are arranged with poetical symmetry. Individual ex- 
pressions have a remarkable force, the language of the heroes 
is full of the spirit of Jehovah, i. e, of enthusiasm, rew>lutkHl 



185 


Itlid boldness. The annunciation of some of them before 
their birth, the appearance of an angely or anameless Prophety 
the singular proofs, whether of the calling or of the courage 
of these men, the riddles, the play upon words, the youthful 
rashness for example of all the enterprises of Samson — all 
this gives to these narratives more poetry, than many heroic 
poems have been able to exhibit with all the marvels of their 
fabulous machinery. Each of these heroes too is so charao 
teristic, so like himself, in the slightest features of his history, 
that in the brief space of one or two chapters allotted to it he 
stands forth a living hero.* 

*I will endeavour to show this by a few particulars In the history of 
Samson. Good humour, levity and arrogance pervade his whole life. 
Wine and strong drink are forbidden him, but he yields himself the 
more devotedly to love, which more than once led him into a snare, and 
at length deprived him of his prowess, his liberty, and his eyes. 
will seek a wife among my enemies that T may find occasion against 
them” was a foolish thought, and yet how entirely in the spirit of a 
headlong youth, who, conscious of his superior power, knows not how 
to direct it, and divides his heart between love and bold adventure. The 
riddle at his marriage feast, and its consequences, show the same char, 
acteristic. In opposing men he was a man, in opposing women he was 
but a woman, as many similar heroes in history have been. He answers 
with levity those, who through his own means had solved his riddle, 
goes forth and slays thirty Philistines, that his thirty marriage guests 
might receive their prize, deserts his wife, and returns with a kid for a 
present, and as if nothing had happened, goes directly to her cham. 
her. When he learns, that she has become the wife of another, he says 
**now at length I shall have just cause against the Philistines, 1 will do 
them mischief,” as if he had been waiting for such an occasion. The 
story of the three hundred foxes with the firebrands between their tails 
is entirely after his manner ; and the objections, that have been made to 
it are not worthy of reputation. The foxes or rather jackals of that conn- 
try enter into houses, arc easily taken, and an idle, frolicksome advenr 
ture like this would not fail to engage merry accomplices enough to 
carry it into effect. They had the sport. He looked to the result. So 
also with the gate of Gaza, which to the reproach of the Gazites ho 
drew off to the mountain. So with the jaw.bone of the ass, the pun 
upon which was strictly in character for Samimn, The place where be 
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To this poetical age belongs also the finest heroic song of 
the Hebrews, the song of Deborah. The 68th Psalm will ap* 
proach nearest to it, but is still far behind. In the song of 

made the attack was called Lechi, jawbone, and as clearly appears 
from chap. xv. 13. 14. 19. this was a narrow pass, a sort of hollow shaped 
probably like a jaw-bone. He'had made an arrangement with his country, 
men, that when they had fulfilled the part which their cowardice led them 
to take, of binding and delivering him to his enemies, they should remain 
quiet, since they could not have been excited to any thing more. And 
when in passing he came into this winding and narrow pass, to Lechi, he 
chose his opportunity, seized upon the jaw-bone of an ass, which lay 
there, and accomplished his work, lie then congratulated himself re. 
■pecting it in a double play upon words, to which still another is added, 
fhat God showed to the fainting warrior, who after his bold adventure 
longed for a cool draught of water, a fountain in the same winding rock, 
Lechi, where the battle was fought. The fountain, as the narrator tells 
us, is called to this day the caller's fountain or the fountain of invocation, 
(Here too the fountain could not have flowed from the jaw-bone, which he 
wielded in his hand, but from something that remained to aftertimes, obvi. 
ously the winding rock, Lechi, v. 14.) All this is told with an animated 
brevity, which shows the genius of Samson. The same is true of the 
•ad history of his reposing in the lap of Delilah. His two great weak- 
nesses, love and levityi deprived him of his secret. For he knew noth- 
ing more, than that he was dedicated to his national God, whose strength 
would remain so long as he kept his inviolable vow. This he knew 
from his name, his education and mode of life, which might perhaps be 
sufficiently self-denying. Suddenly he lost his courage, when his vow 
was broken and felt that the assistance of God was withdrawn from him- 
But as his hair grew he found his cheerfulness and courage revive. His 
enemies knew this, and when he was to furnish them with amusement, 
probably in an old, widely extended, and lightly built house of idol wor- 
ship, he amused himself by trying his renewed youthful energies upon 
the pillars of the house, thus seeking a joyful death. He died as he 
had lived, an irreconcilable enemy of the Philistines, and rejoiced in 
uniting their death with his own. I will not ask, whether a narrative so 
eharacteristiek, and self-consistent, could have been the work of fiction ? 
I only say, that it is strikingly correspondent to the age, and beautifully 
told. Precisely that, which is most the object of sarcasm* or most ab- 
surdly defended, is the finest. And so generally with the narratives of 
the book of Judges. 
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Deborah all is present, living action. In that of David an 
ancient heroic narrative is to become the embellishment of 
a solemn state ceremony which still remains only a ceremonial 
procession. Forgive me, thou heroine, beneath thy native 
palms, that I mingle in the dance of thy nation’s jubilee, and 
in feeble tones re-echo, thy triumphal song. 

TRIUMPHAL SONG OF DEBORAH AND BARAK.* 

Then sang Deborah, and Barak, Abinoam*s son, 

On the day of their triumph they sang. 

Give ye praise to the Lord, 

That Israel hath taken her revenge. 

That the people came freely to battle. 

Here ye kings, give ear ye princes, 

I will sing, I will sing unto Jehovah. 

I will sing unto Jehovah, God of Israel. 

Jehovah, when thou wentest out from Seir,t 
And marchedst from the hills of Edom, 

Then the earth quaked, the heavens dropped, 

The clouds poured streams of water, 

The mountains melted before Jehovah, 

Sinai before Jehovah God of Israel. 

In the days of Shamgar son of Anath, 

In the days of Joel the highways wore empty, 

And travellers sought the winding paths. 

The assemblies of Israel were no more, 

They ceased, until I Deborah arose, 

* I have translated this song in den Briefen das Studium dor Thee, 
logie betrefTerd Th. 1. S. 111. and accompanied it with remarks which! 
will not now repeat. Later investigations have given me new views on 
some passages, but I must refer to those remarks with reference to the 
connexion of thought in the piece. Whether there was a chorus to it 
will soon appear. 

fThe song begins with the figure, which Moses used, Deut. xxxiii. % 
and with which David began the 68th psalm, and Habakkuk, cap. 3. 
It seems to have been a customary beginning of Hebrew songs of tii. 
nmph, because they all follow Moses as their Homer. 
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Till I arose the mother of Israel. 

They had chosen them new Gods,* 

Then war was raging at the gates, 

And no shield or spear was seenf 
Among the forty thousands of Israel. 

My heart turns to you, ye leaders of Israel, 

And to you ye volunteers among the people, 

Sing praises with me to Jehovah.l 
Yc that ride on asses richly harnessed,!] 

That sit on costly coverings. 

And who walk on foot in the streets, 

Meditate and utter a song. 

An ode for the hcrdsmen§ to sing— 

Who water their herds among the wells. 

That there they may praise the goodness of Jehovah, 

*The whole Book of Judges proceeds on this idea, and to this cause, 
in strict accordance with the law of Moses, ascribes the rui%(t£ the 
country. The principal incidents of the book arc however equally ori- 
ginal with this song itself. 

tNot that there was no^ shield or spear in Israel, but there was no one 
who called them forth, and summoned the forty thousand brave Israel- 
ites to the war. 

tThose who led, and those who voluntarily followed, are all to unite 
in praise ; they all partake in the victory, and the song of triumph. 
There is a refinement in the beginning and the transitions of the ode 
hardly to be expected in that age. 

11 Persons of distinction. Those who sit on costly apparel, judges or 
princes, and those who walk the streets, common people. All enjoy the 
fruits of victory, public security and freedom. 

^ The interpretation of this diflicult verso commends itself, I think, by 
Its facility, and the connexion of the whole. The battle occurred among 
the rivers and torrents of Mount Tabor, (compare v. 21. and chap. iv. 6. 
7.) and here, therefore, the victory is forever to be celebrated. The 
battle was fought in the rainy season, when the fountains and rivulets 
were swollen, and according to v. 21. swept away the Oanaanites. On 
this account Deborah begins with the dropping heavens, introduces the 
constellations, which bring rain as combatants. In like manner are the 
narrow passes of Tabor conceived, in which the people wereplacedt end 
thus the scene of buttle is accurately defined* 



His goodness to the people of Israel,* 

For there the people of Jehovah were in straits. 

Arouse thee ! arouse thee, Deborah ! t 
Awake ! awake ! give a song of triumph. 

Arise Barak, bring forth thy captives. 

Thou son of Abinoam. 

Then went a remnant against the strong, 

Jehovah with me against the mighty. 

From Ephraim came the first to Amalek, 

Then earnest thou Benjamin with thy people. 

From Machir came over the leaders, 

From Zebulon those that muster for battle.! 

The princes of Issachar were with Deborah, 

Issachar, in bravery like Barak,|l 
Sprang forth into the valley.^ 

By Reuben’s brooks was much consulting.^ 

Why sittest thou there among the stalls 7 
To hear the bleating of the herds ? 

* The heroine, an inhabitant of the country, is particularly concerned, 
that the people of the country should never forget the victory and deliver* 
ance of IsraeL By this circumstance, perhaps it was preserved. 

f Properly, ** rouse up ! rouse up ! excite thyself, that you may leave 
a picture of the whole exhibition, which v. 11—^15, proceeds in the order 
of battle. Her admonition to Barak (chap. iv. 6. 14.) is the beginning, 
and then follows the order of march, as the tribes assemble and follow 
her. She was from the mountains of Ephraim, (iv. 5.) and there also, 
was the primary source of the army, and of the victory. Perhaps the 
mountain, on. which she dwelt, was called \malek, as many mountains 
still retained their names from more ancient times. 

t Those that bore the rod for mustering, plainly representing, that the 
most noble and ancient of the tribe, who gave command to others, fol- 
/lowed her in the enterprise. 

lit is a special honour to this tribe to^be compared with the leader, as 
equal in bravery. Tabor lay between Zebulon and Issachar. 

{This is explained from chap, iv. 6. 13. 14. 15. They held themselves 
rni the broad plain of Tabor. 

f Here begins the sarcasm upon the tyihpap whiebirsmained behind to 

f»l7. 
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By Reuben'iVbrookf it great ooneuiting. 

Gilead beyoad Jordan stayed unmoTed, 

Dan also, or why should he dwell in ships, 

Asher was safe by the shore of the sea, 

And lingered by his bays and creeks. 

Only Zebulon jeoparded their lives. 

And Naphtali on the mountain heights.* 

But the kings they came and fought, f 
There fought the kings of Canaan, 

At Tanach by the waters of Megiddo, 

But money, their desire, they received not. 

From heaven they fought (against them). 

The stars from their courses fought with Sisera. 

The river Kiahon swept them awqy, 

The winding river, the river Kishon. 

March on my soul in thy might, t 
Then stamped the hoofs of the horses. 

In the fleeing, in the fleeing of heroes. 

Curse Meroz, said the angel of Jehovah, || 

Utter curses upon the inhabitanta thereof, 

They came not to the help of Jehovah, 

To the help of Jehovah in his host of heroes. 

Blessed above women be Jael, 

The wife of Heber the Kenite, 

Blessed above the dwellers in tents. 

* They were the first, whom Deborah committed to Barak, (iy.- 6.) and 
in whose heroism she confided, and who are hero also honoured with the 
last and highest praise. They with the Northern tribes of Judsa were 
lieroic mountaineers. Zebulon it seems is contrasted with Asher and 
Dan, because like them it was by the sea, and yet joined the expedition. 

,, fin every word of this description there is sarcastic raillery. She 
^onours them with titles, that she may annul them ; and this tone con- 
idnues in what is said of the mother of Sisera and her women. 

X She excites herself to proceed with the same animation through the 
rest of the song. 

In the whole book of Judges the voice of God is called the angel of 
Jehovah. (Chap. ii. 1 — 4. vi. 12 — ^22. xiii. 3 — 21.) The denomination 
here is probably from the first of the passages, forthe angel of the Lord, 
which appemd there, commanded to conquer the land* T^e s^ng s^aha 
in the itame of God, i. e. as the vqIqc of the qation^ 



He asked water, she gave him milk,* 

She brought curdled milk in a lordly dish.— 

She seized with her hand upon the nail, 

With her right, hand the heavy hammer. 

And with the hammer she smote Sisera, 

She smote him through the head. 

She pierced and struck through his temples, 

Under her feet he bowed himself, 

He fell, he lay down. 

At her feet he bowed, he fell. ' 

Where he bowed, there he fell down— dead. 

The mother of Sisera looked from a window*! 

She cried through the lattice, 

“ Why are his chariots so long in coming 7 
Why tarry the wheels ot his chariots ?” 

Her wise ladies answered her, 

Yea, she quickly returned answer to herself. 

** Are they not then to find and divide the spoil. 

To every man a damsel or two, 

And variegated garments for Sisera, t 
A prey of bright embroidered garments. 

Doubly embroidered, variegated clothing, 

The triumphal procession of the spoil. . 

So let all thine enemies perish, O Jehovah, 

But let them, that love thee, be as the sun, 

Wbenhegoeth forth in his glory.|| 

, • This, too, is irony and Imitative representation to the last breath of 
the smitten Sisera. The picture is beautifully poetical, and character- 
ises the age in a lively manner. That it was intoxicating milk, is plain 
from a multitude of Oriental books of travels. He concealed himself in 
the interior gynacseumof the tent, and there in profound sleep found his 
death. 

t The contrasts ofjthe picture render the irony perfect, 

t This wise lady of the harem was not desirous, that Sisera should 
acquire any damsels. She wished only for variegated garments and 
showy trappings for the triumphal processiop of her lord. 

I This short sentence is, as it were, a seal of the whole song, and 
shows that it ia as Methodically arranged, as it is consistent with tbs ag« 
and suited to the people and the place. 



MV8ICK AMD DANCING ONiTfiD IN TilE COMPOSITION 


OF NATIONAL BONOS. 


AN APPENDIX TO THE BONO OF DEBORAH. 


Bro^Hi an English vnitet, has hazarded the hypothesis,* 
that poetry, music, and dancing never have a more powerful 
influence, than when united, that among all nations in a state 
of nature they have been and are still combined together, and 
on this account have such power over them. Had he satisfi^ 
ed himself with facts, and not extended his theory to times 
and objects, where it does not apply, especially had he left 
lawgivers out of die question, and not sought to explain by it 
every thing in all species of poetry, I know of no objection to 
his views. The union of these arts among all rude nations is 
pretty clearly proved ; even among the Greeks, the drama 
arose out of the chorus, or a poetical effusion accompanied 
with musick and dancing. That in their earliest forms, and 
within a limited extent of cultivation, they are all three natu-* 
rally combined together, cannot be denied, for some poetry at 
least is lifeless without tones to accompany it, and the most 
simple and natural musick has no animating effect without 
poetry. Such mudick alone gives only a series of obscure, un* 
defined emotions, which require to be rendered clear and dis- 
tinct by words, or they at length, unless listened to with tbs 

* Brown's Dissertation on the rise, union and power, the prpgcees&oiiy 
seperation and corruption of poetry and mueick. liondoa, 1763. 
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ear of a mere artist, render the hearer weary, sleepy and sad. 
That both these arts naturally lead to the dance we see by 
their effect on all children. Musick and dancing ; animated 
feelings uttered in words, require gesture to give the expres- 
sion its highest effect. Thus there is truth in the language 
of Milton. 


Blest pair of Syrens, pledges of Heaven's joy, 

Sphere-born, harmonious sisters, voice and verse, 

Wed your Divine sounds, and mix'd power employ, 

With saintly shout, and solemn jubilee. 

In the constitution of nature our several senses arc united 
and act upon one soul, why must they be severed in respect 
to the outward objects of gratification 1 Why should not the 
inward eye, which contemplates the visions of heaven, be ac- 
companied and confirmed by the inward ear, which listens to 
its harmonics ? And why should not both, in order to their 
most animated expression, employ gestures to illustrate the 
imagery, and the dance to measure the musical rhythm ? 
In poetry as well as musick rhythm is but the movement 
of the dance. The images of the former, express the liv- 
ing forms and shapes of universal nature by their likenesses 
reflected in the countenance and soul of man. Thus the 
three arts are so interdependent and mutually involved, that 
even a philosophical distinction of the several conceptions is 
not possible, without including each within the spheres of the 
others. 

If this, then, cannot be denied, there must be a point of 
union somewhere, which, if skilfully attained, would necessa^ 
rily give to them their greatest power. It must act, that is, 
at the same time upon all the powers of sense, and either in- 
sinuate itself into the soul, or take it by force through all its 
organs. It reaches that sensorium commune, in which slum* 
ber the images, tones, sensibilities, and emotion of the soul, 
and excites it as with celestial harmonies. 

17 
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Thif view of the matter, however, shows of itself, that suck 
a point of union is of rare and delicate attainment. Not aD 
the images of poetry express themselves by gestures, nor do 
all the tones of musick awaken the dance of emotions. If what 
is peculiar to one of the three arts greatly predominates, the 
others in the same degree lose their influence, and the har- 
monic proportion, that becomes beautiful only by such an il- 
lusive correspondence of all, as to produce a perfect unity of 
effect, may well be considered a prodigy ; and it was perhaps 
best, that each art should follow its own independent course. 
This they, in fact, did at the moment when each became a 
separate and distinct art. What each lost by being severed 
from its companions, it must now make up by embellishments 
of its own, and studied, therefore, its own peculiar character, 
unfolded it to the utmost, and now wrought its effects by rely- 
ing upon its own power, while before this it had necessarily 
modified its agency from regard to its union with other agen- 
cies not essentially belonging to it. It is, therefore, manifest, 
that each of these arts, as an art, in its objective existence, 
gained by the separation, though it is alike undeniable, that 
subjectively, as an organ of nature in the soul, the power of 
each was diminished. 

It would seem, moreover, that tliere are only certain peri- 
ods, when these arts could be united in their due proportions. 
It could be only when no one of them is yet become a distinct, 
peculiar, and refined art ; when poetry has not yet built its 
airy castles, where neither dance nor song can follow it, nor 
musick become so artificial, that it would require the voice of 
birds to accompany its tones and movements with verbal signs; 
when too, the dance is not so much a labyrinth of <irt, as a 
natural utterance of the passions and agencies of the soul 
guided by musick, as the animated expressive language of ges- 
ture. But suppose the separation once mad'e, and each art to 
have advanced for centuries upon its own solitary course, 
while the human organs in the mean time have been cultivated 
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and refined, and their reunion becomes difficult, or rather at 
once impossible. Place'before qjur eyes the artificial dance of 
a sensuous people, even the Grecian dithyi ambus itself, and 
our ear is unaccustomed to combine what is so manifold into 
one momentary impression. We distinguish and trace each 
several art by itself, and judge it by itself. We fail of that 
united impresssion, of that rapid association of ideas, of sensu- 
ous impulses and upspringing emotions, in which alone their 
power of enchantment lies. 

This period, in which such a union may exist, falls, there- 
fore, in nations, whose feelings are yet fresh and lively, whose 
life is marked by few but strong impulses of emotion, and who 
from their infancy have been accustomed to enjoy many com- 
bined together. Among nations, wiiose poetry continues to 
be the expression of truth within the narrow sphere of their 
own experience, of their family, their country, the deeds of 
their ancestors, the wishes and actions of their own exclusive 
mode of life, and who have been accustomed from childhood 
to combine these simple objects with all the truth of expression 
in their natural gestures, with the favourite gratifications of 
the ear, and the movements of their simple melodies \ among 
nations, whose musick was, therefore, at an early period adapt- 
ed to the choral song, and ventured but little beyond the 
sphere of this, finally, whose gestures are determined, not by 
the rules of a science, but by a healthful state of the passions, 
and conventional principles of intelligibility, among such na- 
tions and such only is found a theatre, in which these magic 
sisters celebrate their choral harmonies. So soon as the na- 
tion advances in its cultivation, the beautiful phantom, which 
their enchantment had raised, vanishes of its own accord. 

The IJebrcws, like all nations which have a taste for musick 
and poetry, had such a period in the progress of their cultiva-. 
tion, but necessarily before it had reached its highest point. 
In the song at the Red l^a there is no determina,lj^ number 
dfiylUbles, but the words are peculiarly soundings 
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nied with choral song, and here and there with mimic rep- 
resentation. The adufa was the musical instrument of the 
dancing women, and the obscure monosyllabic words employ- 
ed as terminations are probably the echo of the men ; for in 
this way we see children begin the cultivation of a taste for 
song. They fall in with the emphatic tone, with the last word 
of the line, even when they are yet too infantile to pronounce 
it. The times of the Judges were, perhaps, the proper peri- 
od for the perfect combination of these simple arts, and the 
song of Deborah seems to be the most striking example, which 
their poetry furnishes. Instead of Pindaric strophes, there 
are three leading divisions suificiently marked in it ; — the in- 
troduction, probably interrupted by the frequent responsive 
shouts of the people, v. 1 — 11. — the picture of the battle, the 
naming of the tribes with commendation or sarcastic irony, 
here and there accompanied with mimicry in the expression, 
12 — ^27. — and finally, the derision cast upon the triumph of 
Sisera, also imitative, until the last verse, probably as a general 
chorus, closes the whole. As all rude nations in their triumph- 
al feasts celebrate the principal events in imitative songs, so 
here we find undoubtedly, traces of the same thing. 

On this ground wc might account for the influence of po- 
etry at this period, without supposing it to include any great 
degree of art. It was a representation in song of living deeds, 
a highly impassioned imitative poetry. It was by means of 
such, that the Prophets wrought upon Saul, and David also 
with his breathing harp, In our own times examples of this 
sort are rare, but not impossible. There is scarcely any man 
of sensibility, on whom some strains of musick, the favourite 
songs of his childhood and youth, do not exert a marvellous 
influence even in old age. In times of sorrow and sickness 
their effect is more vivid, often uncontrolable. How many 
singular phaenomena of this sort might be adduced ! When 
skillful musicians study the favourite tones and musical strains 
of individuals, and afterwards apply them to those iodividiuals 
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with their highest influence, it is known what striking effects 
they can produce upon them. In nations unsophisticated by 
refinement such tones are given by national songs, which, 
with certain favourite objects of national pride and ancestral 
glory, gain a power over the heart and head of every individ- 
ual from childhood, and when afierwards these tones recur in 
connexion with such objects and on solemn occasions, they 
renew as it were the youth of every one, and reproduce the 
glow of their earliest enthusiasm. Every one knows what a 
magic effect the mere coming together, still more the harmo- 
ny of sentiment of a great multitude produces. Not merely 
that community of outward circumstances excites a common 
feeling and hurries the soul, which feels itself but as a drop in 
the current, along with it, the general enthusiasm of kindred 
ideas seizes upon them, and the result is that pleasing deliri- 
um, at which the man of the world scoffs, and which the cool 
philosopher equally fails to explain. 

If we look at the incidents of these early periods of He- 
brew history, what themes do most of them furnish for the 
simplest poetical cffiisions, combined with the most natural 
musick, in short for the pictures of lyric poetry ! Look at the 
dauf[hter of Jephthah, as she goes to her death with a chorus 
of maidens lamenting around her ! She goes as an offering 
to the altar, as a bride to the shadows of death. She bewails 
her youth, takes a farewell of all that was dear to her in life, 
and prophesies perhaps upon the altar — what a touching 
picture, in its language, tones, and gestures ! Again take 
David in the presence of SauL More than one poet has avail-i 
ed himself of the beauty of this situation , but no one to my 
knowledge has yet stolen the harp of David, and produced a 
poem, such even as Dry den’s ode in the composition of Han- 
del, where Timotheus plays before Alexander. Samson has 
furnished the tuneful Milton with a subject for a very musio 
al drama, and the Israelites in the desert is known to us all.. 
The sword of Ehud might be wrought into a poem, as good ak 
*17 
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least as that, which was sung at the Panathenaea in Greece; 
for the subject is the same. Harmodius and Aristogeiton 
carried their swords corered, when they stew the tyrant Hip- 
parchus and restored Athens to freedom. The song in which 
the deed was celebrated, is yet extant, and their memory lives 
in the accents of fame. It is a matter of regret that we 
Germans in celebrating these wonderful events of antiquity 
have adopted only the form of the epopee, which for most 
subjects becomes a powerless tale. Other nations have raised 
them to the character of lyric expression, where they are 
more brief, more impressive, and more affecting. The opin- 
ions also of the age in question abound in materials for poetry. 
Whoever has read the summoning of the ghost of Darius in 
the Pfr.s-rtJ of wliere the deceased king appears in 

the midst of the choral song, that he may prophecy concern- 
ing the destiny of his unhappy kingdom, will have his mind, in 
reading of Saul’s questioning the dead at Endor, otherwise oc- 
cupied than in speculating about the deception practised by 
the sorceress. The shade of the Prophet ascending from the 
realms of the dead prophesies, as Darius did, respecting the 
fate of the desolated kingdom, and the near approach of the 
death of Saul and his sons. Why should not the numerous 
Patriarchs, who uttered prophecies in their dying moments, 
remind us of Hector, of Patroclus, of Cassandra, whom iEs- 
chylus and llonicr have represented as prophecying in the 
last moments of life? Finally the friendship of Jonathan, 
the early incidents in the life of David — what pictures for the 
susceptible feelings of the poet and musician! In short the 
blooming youth of the Hebrew muse falls within this period of 
the national history. The wonders of the desert were so far 
withdrawn, as no longer to overpower, but still to elevate and 
delight the imagincition. They had not yet become lifeless 
marvels, as they did in later times. It was the precise period, 
when they were fitted to awaken national inspiration, for eve- 
ry hero was seized by the spirit of Jehovah. This name, and 
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the ancient miracles, whose fruits they were enjoying, diffu- 
sed unity and interest over many deeds not otherwise exciting. 
If all histories could be related to children in the style of the 
books of Judges and Samuel, they would learn them all as the 
animated pictures of poetry. 

Note. I have omitted here a dialogue of four or five pages respect, 
ing the history of Samson, which the editor inserted from the author’s 
manuscripts. The views presented in it are with very trifling additions 
the same with those found in the note p. 185. Even the additional illus. 
trations occur again the following section. Tr. 
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ADDITIONAL FRAGMENTS 

PROM TIIF. YOUTHFUL PERIOD OP HEBREW POETRY. 

Jotham’s fable. Of the spirit of Oriental fable generally. SamBon*^a 
riddle, with that of Agur. Fondness of children and of nations in an 
early period of cultivation for this kind of fiction. Samson’s play 
upon words. Of verbal conceits among the Hebrews generally. 
Causes of the frequent occurrence of these among this people and in 
their language. Of the purpose and value of such, as a gratification 
to the ear, or an aid to the memory. Fondness of the Hebrews for 
olothing new ideas in old and consecrated terms. Whether the time 
of the Judges was a period of happiness. Song of Hannah. Annuiw 
ciation of a change of times. Merit of Samuel. Schools of the 
Prophets. What they were. Effect of their singing upon SauL 
Friendship of David and Jonathan. Lamentation of David over 
Jonathan. 

To the poetical age of IsraePs liberty belongs also the beau- 
tiful fable of Jotham. Like the fables of iEsop and Menen- 
ius Agrippa, it was spoken to the people for their instruction 
respecting tin actual event, and such is the truest and best ori- 
gin -and aim of fabulous com|)ositions. In this fable trees 
speak and act, for Israel then lived beneath the trees the life 
of herdsmen or cultivators of the soil. The youngest son 
of a wortliy father, who alone was left after the murder of all 
his brothers, goes upon the top of the mountain, raises his 
voice, and .addresses in tlio following language the people, who 
had made the oppressor of his family and the murderer of aU 
his brothers their chosen king. 

Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem,, 

That God may hearken unto you. 

The trees went forth upon a time 
To annolnt a king to rule them. 
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They said unto the olive tree# 

** Be thou the king over ua.** 

But the olive tree said to them, 

** Shall I give up my oily sap, 

For which both God and man respect me, 

And go to wave above the trees ? 

Then the trees said to the fig-tree, 

** Come thou and be our king/* 

But the fig-tree answered them, 

** Shall 1 give up my sweetness, 

And my rich annual fruits, 

And go to wave above the trees ?” 

Then said the trees unto the vine, 

** Come thou and be our king/* 

The vine made answer to them, 

** Shall I forsake my wine. 

Which cheereth God and man. 

And go to wave above the trees ?** 

Then said all the trees unto the bramble, 

“ Come thou and be our king/* 

The bramble said unto the trees, 

“If in truth yo annoint me over you, 

Come and put your trust in my shadow. 

But if it be not so, 

Let fire come out of the bramble, 

And devour the cedars of Lebanon !** 

The fable, as a species of composition, lives wholly in the 
wild period of uncontrolled liberty. In the spirit and feeling 
of such freedom it represents the quiet happiness of the sev- 
eral fruitful and luxuriant trees, none of w'hich are desirous of 
tjie proposed elevation. It clearly exhibits tlie gifts and 
qualifications, by which the bramble attains the royal dignity, 
and of which on the first proposal it is conscious in itself. It 
shows the inward and essential character of the kingly office, 
as cold and barren, without oil and joyless, to wave above the 
blooming trees. Finally it relates the first gracious acts of 
the bramble, the conditions offered to the cedars of Lebanon, 
either to come and place themselves under the shadow of the 
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bramble, or be consumed by it with fire. Beautiful fable! full 
of sad truth for more than one age! 

The East is full of such ethico-polilical fables. What the 
historians of European nations propose in aphorisms, the Ori- 
entals clothe in the dress of fiction or fable. The tyrant, 
who took from them their freedom of speech, must at least 
leave them their fables, their proverbs, their wild and romantic 
tales. These not only commended themselves to the minds 
of the common people, but sometimes ventured in humble 
guise to approach the ear of the monarch. Thus Nathan re- 
lated to David, the king after God’s own heart, a little story of 
the one ewe lamb of the poor man.* Thus too, Isaiaht sung 
to his well beloved, the people, a fabulous song of another be- 
loved, the sentiment of which is simply that the former is an 
unfruitful and unprofitable vineyard, which the latter, the 
Lord of the vineyard threatens with immrnediate destruction. 
The Prophets paint symbols upon the wall, or themselves be- 
come symbols, living fables, and when curiosity prompted the 
enquiry, what is this? what does this witless figure mean? 
the Prophet explained its pregnant import. Often, too, this is 
given dressed in verbal conceits. 

What scest thou Jeremiah ? 

“ A rod of an almond tree.” 

Thou sawest truly ! 

For I will watch over my word 

Till I accomplish it, 

where the words in the original exhibit a paronomasia. 

What play of words, too, in regard to proper names, monu- 
ments, and historical events, do we find abo^^diug in the his- 
torical and poetical writings of the Hebrews. — ^And as the 
riddles and puns of Samson belong here, it may, perhaps, be 
the most fitting occasion to illustrate more at large both theses 
topics, which are so great favourites in Ori^ental poetry.^ 


SJ Sam. xii, 1. f Isa. L 



When Saiinson celebrated his marriage festival, he knew 
of no better way to entertain his guests than by a riddle, 
which he propounded in verse.* 

Samson. 

I will put forth now a riddle to you, 

And ye shall interpret it» 

Answer. 

Put forth thy riddle then, 

That we may hear it. 

Samson. 

Out of the eater came forth meat, 

Out of the strong came forth sweetness. 

Answer. 

Nothing is sweeter than honey, 

Nothing is stronger than a lion. 

Samson. 

If ye had not ploughed with my heifer, 

Ye had not found out my riddle. 

All these sentences in the original arc in parallelism, or in 
a word, rhymes. The question is formally proposed, and for- 
mally answered. Seven days were given them for reflection, 
and a liberal reward offered for the solution ; clear proofs of 
the value set upon such trials of wit in these limes. 

We find this respect and fondness for riddles even in later 
books. The queen of Sheba came to test the wisdom of Solo- 
mon by trials of the same kind^ and the last chapter but one 
of his proverbs contains little else but riddles, t though, in- 
deed, in a different and higher style. 

THE WORDS OF AGUR THE SON OF J AKEH. 

In lofty phrase the roan to Itheil spake, 

To Itheil and Uchal spake he thus. 

More brutish surely am I than a man. 

What men call prudence I have not. 


♦ Jud. liv. 12—18. 


t Prov. XIX. 
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I have not learned their wiadonii 

And should I know the knowledge of the Holy ? 

Who up to heaven ascended or came down 7 
Who gathered up the wind within his fist 7 
Who bound the waters in a garment 7 
Who gave the earth its several bounds 7 
What is his name 7 and what his son’s 7 
Inform me, if thou knowest 7 

I have already ventured, and I fear ivithout success, an ex- 
planation of this enigmatical passage.* It is, perhaps, more 
simple, than one is apt at first to suppose, and the reason we 
fail to discover the meaning, is in fact, that we look too deep 
for it. The sage Agur is to discourse lofty sentiments to his 
pupils, but he begins with modesty, that too exalted wisdom 
may not be expected from him. How shall he, who in un- 
derstanding and knowledge is inferior to his race, and con. 
fesses, that he is not versed in human wisdom, be supposed to 
possess that knowledge, which belongs to those, who are en- 
trusted with the truth of God, to the holy ones. The wisdom 
of men is obviously placed in contrast here with a higher 
science ; and the holy, therefore, are such as may boast of a 
higher light, and admission to the Divine counsels, as he him- 
self at the same time explains by his questions. The true 
sage must have ascended to heaven and returned thence, he 
must know the depths of creation, and understand the whole 
compass of the world, or he deserves not the nan^e.t “And 
what,” asks Agur, “ is the name of the man, who can venture 
to say this of himself? W’here does he live, and who are the 
disciples whom he hath taught. Tell me his name ?” In oth- 
er words, none such is found on earth. — Obviously this com- 
mencement is but an echo of what is said of wisdom in Job, 
where in the same language, and on the same grounds, it is 

* Briefe das Studium der Theoiogie betrefibnd. Th. 1. S. 184. 

t That this is the ideal of wisdom among the Orientals, we see from 
Gen. iii. 5. Job. zxviii. Prov. iii. 8. 20. viii. 22 — 31. 
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said, that God alone is wise, because he alone knows the 
whole broad creation, hath weighed the winds, and marked 
the boundaries of the earth. To man belongs only a different 
wisdom, and it is precisely that, which Agur gives. He pro- 
ceeds on. 


What God enjoins is wisdom pure as gold, 

He is a shield to them, who trust in him. 

Add nothing to the words of God, 

Lest he reprove, and thou be found a liar. 

The same sentiment, which Job also expresses, that “ the 
fear of God is for man the only divine wisdom.” — In tlie intro- 
duction of Agur, therefore, there is nothing enigmatical. Some 
of his other sayings are more nearly so. 

TWO WISHES WITH RESPECT TO HUMAN LIFE. 

But two things only have I asked of thee, 

Deny me not, so long as I shall live. 

Put far from me idolatry and lying, 

Allot me neither poverty nor riches, 

But give me food in just allowance, 

Lest I, too full, become a liar, 

And say, who is Jehovah ? 

Or lest, too poor, I steal, 

And take the name of God in vain. 

How beautifully are the two objects here related to each 
other in life ! how true and convincing the mode of present- 
ing them ! 

THE EVIL RACE. 

There is a race, who curse their father. 

And bring no blessings on their mother, 

A race, in their own eyes forever pure, 

But yet not washed from their own filth. 

A race, whose eyes are carried loftily. 

And eyelids lifted up with pride. 

A race, whose teeth like daggers, 

18 
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And forward teeth, like knitea 
Devour the poor from off the land, 

The needy from among mankind. 

The two lai^t lines contain the solution of the riddk, wheth* 
er spoken by the poet, or added by another. 

THE INSATIABLE, A RIDDLE, 

Two daughters hath the Halukah, 

That cry **br*ig hither, bring hither/* 

Three things are never satisfied, 

And four say not “ it is enough.** 

The realm of death, 

The womb, that never bears, 

The/arth, inaaturatc with water, 

And fire, that neVer saith, ** enotigh.’* 

The Halukah is the Parcae of Oriental fable, probably the 
mother of the realm of death, and the abyss, which accord- 
ing to Prov. xxvii. 20. are never satiated.* It is here placed 
as an introduction, and by way of comparison with the four 
things, which like it arc never satisfied. In the passage 
above referred to, the eyes of men are also included, 

Hell and the abyss nre tieVer full, 

The eyes of men are never satisfied. 

POUR HIDDEN THINGS, 

Three things are too mysterious for me, 

And four I cannot comprehend. 

The way o^ an eagle in the clouds, 

The way of a serpent on the rocks, 

The way of a ship amid the waves. 

The way of a man with a maiden. 

* In several poetical passages they are placed together ai penooided 
beings, as Prov. xv. 11. Job, xxvi. 6. xxviii. 23. Respecting the Ha- 

lukab as the fate of the Orientals. See Boobart. Hieroaoieen, T. 2. p« 
SOO. ' 
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The three first are very probably used only to introduce the 
last. It is the manner of the Oriental enigma, thus to prepare 
Che way for a sentiment. But since the fourth has an ambi- 
guity in the translation, which does not belong to the Hebrew, 
I will add here a kindred passage,^ which will remove the 
ambiguity. 

As thou knowest not the way of the wind, 

Nor how the bones are formed within the womb, 

Even so thou knowest not the works of God, 

Which he performeth. 

The manner, in which man is formed in tlic womb, was to 
the Orientals the most unsearchable mystery, the most insolva- 
ble enigma, and is it not so among natural philosophers to the 
present hour? To this, then, the proposition was directed 
with its far-sought comparisons. It was probably another 
hand, which added to these four unsearchable things still a fifth. 

Such also is the way of an adultcresa, 

She eateth, and then wipeth her mouth, 

And saitli, “ Tvo done no wrong,” 

We sec here the humourous conceit of arranging together 
things very different, which yet come under some one general 
conception. The more diverse they are, according to the 
taste of the Orientals, the more acuteness do they show, and 
are, therefore, so much the better. Especially were they fond 
of tracing analogies between the kingdom of nature and hu- 
man customs. 

THINGS OPPRESSIVE AND INTOLERABLE, 

Three things are ever to tbs earth oppressive, 

And four are found intolerable to it. 

The slave, when he becomes a king, 

The fool, when hiled with meat, 

An odious woman, when she’s married. 

Tbs insid, who is her mistress’s heir. 


* ]*}ccle8, xi. 5, 
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FOUR SMALL, BUT VERY ACTIVE THINGS. 

Four things are little on the earth, 

But wiser than the wisest. 

The ant race ore a people without strength, 

Yet they prepare their meat in summer, 

The conies are a feeble race, 

Yet built their houses in the rocks, 

The locusts have no king to rule them, 

Yet all of them go forth by bands, 

The lizard ; one may seize it with his hand, 

And yet it dwells in royal palaces. 

The whole comparison was perhaps made on account of 
the last, when an animal of that sort, (wliich in warm cli- 
iQatcs live in the walls, and are very annoying,) made its ap- 
pearance ; for the Orientals are fond of such conceits, and 
involved propositions, especially in company ; as they often 
indeed assembled for the purpose of enjoying them. 

THINGS STATELY IN THEIR MOTION. 

Three things are stately in their going, 

Yea, four, move with comeliness. 

A lion, the heroic king of brutes. 

That turns not before his enemy, 

A cock, that proudly treads his dunghill,* 

A ram, that moves before his flock, 

A king, when marching with his people. 

But enough on the subject of these conceits. We see 
what is their aim ; to seize upon the resemblances of things, 
and unite them under a moral or artificial point of view. All 
nations in the early stages of their cultivation arc fond of en- 
igmatical conceits, as children are also upon the same grounds. 
Their wit and acuteness of discrimination, their powers ofob- 

* The second and third I have supplied from the ancient versions, for 
in the Hebrew text the subject of the second and predicate of the third 
wanting. 
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vervatien • and invention, are exerted in this way respecting 
particular objects, with the greatest facility, and the praise, 
which the inventor as well as the interpreter of a good riddle 
receives for it in his own circle, is to them as it were the prize 
of battle, the harmless crown of victory. I could wish, that 
we possessed from the corresponding period, the sensuous age, 
of more nations instead of descriptions of their spirit, the ac- 
tual proofs and examples of their childlike wit, of their acute- 
ness exercising itself in proverbs, verbal conceits, and rid- 
dles ; for with these we should have the peculiar current of 
their minds, the indications of their peculiar spirit. For ev- 
ery ancient people, with whose records I am acquainted, ex- 
hibit, in the discovery of such resemblances among their fa- 
vourite objects and ideas, their own entirely peculiar method. 
We have such however from but few nations, because these 
are the very things, which belong to the inner sanctuary of 
each language, and are often as difficidt to be understood, as 
incapable of ])eing conveyed in another language. 

We come now from riddles to puns. Of these the jovial 
Samson seems to have been peculiarly fond, and makes three 
or more of them on a single occasion.* 

With jaw-bono of an ass a mighty heap,t 
With jaw-bone of an ass I slew a thousand men,. 

How idle and fruitless the task for us to analyze and vindi- 
cate every point of such a punning conceit in the mouth of a 
lighthearted hero intoxicated with victory! The word thou- 
sand too involves a double meaning, since the word signifies 
also a troop. Who then would take pains to number the slain, 
and deterntine, whether the punning hero had not made them 
more than they were? 

When in his melancholy blindness he was about todio 

* Jud. XV. 16 . t Ass and heap are the same word in the original 
IS* 
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with his enemies, he embraced the pillars of the house and 
said,* 


Jehovah God, look down yet once upon me. 

I pray thee strengthen me this once again, 

I pray thee, that I yet may bo avenged 
With one revenge for my two eyes. 

The bitterest emotion here gave him, what on other ooca« 
sioiis was the olfspring of sport and irony, a verbal conceit. 

Since these are alike numerous and diverse in the poetry 
of the Hebrews, and since very different judgments have 
been formed on account of the name, “pun*’ or verbal con- 
ceit; we shall follow the subject a little farther. Verbal 
conceits pervade all the writings of the Hebrews. Isaiah es- 
pecially delighted in them, and the poets, who followed, co- 
pied his example in this also. For this very reason many of 
their most powerful and beautiful passages are wholly untrans- 
latable. 

I must request beforehand, however, that the term “ pun” 
(wortspiel) may be omitted, and that we substitute the terms, 
verbal conceits, accordances of sound, paranomasia, &c. By 
the first wc understand usually the low art, which the English 
call the art of punning, and of the levity of which the Hebrews 
knew nothing. Their conceits have regard to names, me-’ 
morials, things, or they lie in the imperfections and structure 
of the language. From all these sources they pass very natu- 
rally into the sphere of poetry. 

1. From the earliest times every thing among the Hebrews 
was dependant upon names. These involved their history, 
the memorials of the remembered past, the tradition of the 
patriarchal blessings. If one received his name from the cir- 
cumstances of his birth, or the incidents of his life, there fol- 
lowed necessarily what may be called, if we choose, a play of 
words, but one of great importance in its relation to history. 


* Jud«zvi.38« 
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We find examples of this from Adam downward. All the Pin 
triarchs acquired their names in this way. 

3. When these names were changed, or modified from inci^ 
dents in the life of the individuals, there arose a new play of 
words, as agreeable to the ear, as it was important to the me- 
mory. Thus were the names of Abraham, Sarah, and Jacob 
changed,* and perhaps those of Cain, of Noah and many 
others. Reference is often made to this in giving an account 
of their lives. Thus Isaac sported with his wife Rebecca.t 
So Ephraim, by a slight change, signified either a fruitful 
branch, or a savage.^ 

3. Especially were the blessings associated with the names 
of the sons, on w'hom they were pronounced. Seth, Shem, 
Japheth, Judah, Gad, Ephraim, Dan,|| &c. include their bless- 
ings in the signification of the words. With the name of a 
Patriarch his posterity associated the blessing bestowed upon 
him. When the race fell away from God, the reproving Pro- 
phet changed also by a slight modification their auspicious to 
an ill omened name. All this was not mere play of wit, but a 
means of recollection for those, to whom it applied. 

4. What is true of names holds also of monuments, and of 
cities. Remarkable incidents gave them their names, new 
events changed them, as the case might be. Jietht l, the house 
of God, where Jacob slept, became Betk^avm ;^ the great 
stone (1 Sara. vi. 18) a stone of sorrow by a slight inflection of 
the name. So it was with the heap, which was to be a witness, 
(Gen. xxxi. 52.) Laban and Jacob gave it different names 
on the same grounds. How variously were the names of 
cities and nations changed and applied by the Prophets, who 
prophecied respecting them, Babel, Edom, Canaanites, Ken- 
ites, Ekron,Gaza,&c. 

5. The same was true in regard to occurring events, wheth- 
er in derison or commendation. Those, who rode on thirty 


*Gen. xvii. 5. 15. xxxii. 28. f Gen. xxvi. 28. X Gen. xli. 52. 

Hoa. ziu. IL t| Gen. iv. 25. ix. 26. 2L xlix. 8. 16, 19. 22, $ Amos v. 5, 
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asses, acquired thirty cities,* Nahal was a fool, as his name 
signified. Samuel was a gift of GcmI, by a slight transformation 
of the word, because he had been asked of him in prayer .f To 
all this the language remarkably contributed, recurring as it 
does to so few radical words, and these so ifike each other, and 
by the uniform inflections of these effecting so many changes. 
A very elalwratc treatise, which I have cited in the note,J: has 
carefully collected these verbal conceits of the Hebrews, ar- 
ranged according to the alphabet, and the principal varia- 
tions. 

0. Brought thus into this method by names and the struc- 
ture of the language, and carried forward by the patriarchal 
benedictions, and the honour of the race as associated with 
their ancestral names, what could the poets do other and bet- 
ter, than to connect their maxims, and proverbs with this 
characteristic in the genius of the people and the language, 
and what they would say to the understanding say also to the 
memory and the ear. From the earliest periods down we find 
not only benedictions, but also laws and precepts preserved in 
forms of expressions, in which resemblances of sound are 
sought. He that sheddeth man's hlood, by man shall his hhod 
be shed. Tlie Gods of the heathen arc no~gods, senseless 
idols, &/C. Isaiali is the most happy in impressing such sen- 
tences. Leaders are stubborn, refuse to be led, the law is 
light; tlie confiding are abiding. The mourners have beauty 
for ashes. Among the people, instead of righteousness, is un- 
righteousness, instead of justice, injustice, &c. plain and stri- 
king antitheses, which impress the sentiment of the Prophet 
deeply upon the mind. A part of the Proverbs of Solomon 
have the like correspondencies of sound, which as it were 
give point and completeness to the sense. 

7. Especially in the use of symbols, which the Prophets see 
or show to the people, or of words, which they take as it were 
*Judg.x.4. tlSam.i.27.28. 

t Christ. Bened. Michielis diss. de paronomasia sacra. See also Vev- 
sebttir de paronomasia in the collection of his dissertations. 
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out of their mouths, and point against themsehes, we find 
the most artless and apt paranomasia, though for the most part 
incapable of translation. So is it with the language of Jere- 
miah, li. 20 — ^23, and other places. Luther, the great master 
of the German language, has sometimes very happily imita- 
ted expressions of this sort, and it were to be wished, that 
where they effect the sense they might be generally preserved 
in the translation. 

From what has been said it seems to me clear, that the He- 
brew paranomasia is not so ridiculous a matter, as we are 
apt to infer from the place Jind character of such things in 
modern languages. That language was of a wholly different 
construction, and these verbal conceits had an entirely differ- 
ent aim. The Hebrews had no rhyme, but were fond of as- 
sonances and alliterations, to which the parallelism naturally 
led them. Which then is more intellectual and intelligible, 
the use of rhyme, wdiich is an artifice merely lor the ear, or 
the varied resemblance of sound to sense, where the word, as 
Pope expresses it, becomes an echo to the sense. How fine 
is the effect, when even in our rhymes or in Proverbs, anti- 
theses, metaphors, images, the resemblances or diversity of 
the thoughts finds itself expressed also in an unsought but 
corresponding word. Even in philosophy liappy expressions 
of the sort produce their effect, and carry home to the mind 
with the additional force of the word the observed distinction 
or resemblance in things. In the suggestions of wit and 
acuteness they arc still more in place, and so long as a nation 
is still sensuous in the character of its mind, so long as they 
carry their language with them, as belonging to the mouth 
and the ear, and not in written characters for the eye, sounds 
of this kind, as voices speaking to the memory, are no less 
pleasing to them, than indispensable. Hence among all na- 
tions, who have no books or but few, the same fondness for 
assonance and verbal conceit. Hence among them especial- 
ly that emphatic and legitimate brevity, that rapid and mem- 
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orable expressiveness, which the tracer of letters can never 
attain. Foolish and ridiculous, as it would be to imitate the 
taste of the Hebrew language in our own, which is of a di& 
ferent construction, and stands upon a different grade of culti- 
vation, it is not less so to judge that people by ourselves, and 
not to make allowance in these respects for the early age^' 
in which they lived, the simplicity of their language, and th^ 
correspondence between their outward sense and the inward 
character of their minds. Children delight in making paro- 
nomasia, and, if they have meaning, in hearing them toa 
They show, that he, who makes them, thinks in and by means 
of the language. Poetical nations never think otherwise, so 
tliat I miglit here by a paronomasia apply the address of Mo- 
ses, (which is itself one also) 

A voice of those that answer do 1 hear, 

They shout not victory one to another, 

They shout not overthrow one to another, 

The voice of those that sing I hear.* 

Among the Hebrews history and poetry rest in a great mea- 
sure on paronomasia, as on the originals of the language, and 
only by a taste for these can our ear come to an intimate ac- 
quaintance witli the spirit of the language. 

And this acquaintance is the more necessary, since their 
writers delight in co[»yiiig and improving upon each other in 
whole phrases, whicli they unfold and amplify, each in hia 
own peculiar style. This, too, if any choose to call it so, is 
a playing upon words, yet such as even the refined Greeks 
did not dislike. It was a favourite practice with them to ex- 
press their own thoughts in the words of Homer and other 
distinguished ancient writers ,* and who would not be gratified 
by it? Both the speaker and hearer are gratified, the former 
with the successful exercise of his invention, the latter with 
^ndirig .a new friend in an old and favourite costume, a now 

18 , 





thought in a known and approved form of expression, dd 
the Prophets employ the figurative language of the Patriarchal 
benedictions and the Psalms. So the modern Hebrews em-' 
ploy the words of all the more ancient writers in a new sense^ 
but in the same beautiful forms of expression. Their poetical 
limguage, in employing the expression of the Bible, may be 
said, perhaps, in some sense, to be nothing but a play upon 
words ; but how refined ! how interesting for one, who has a 
taste for the simplicity of ancient times, which in this way 
reappear, as it were, dressed in a finer costume. I could wish, 
tliat more of their poetry were known in our language, than 
has hitherto been, and my opinion concerning it would be sus- 
tained. — But enough on these topics ; I return to the writings 
of the age of Samson. 


That period, in regard to the condition of the people, wa5# 
ahy thing but a happy one. Frequent collision with the 
neighbouring nations disquieted the land, and at length an 
atrocious crime led to a civil war and the almost entire extir- 
pation of one of the tribes. Famine often bore heavily upon 
the country, and an occasion of this sort has given us tlie 
beautifully told family history of Ruth. In the time of Eli the 
decline of the nation, which Was without any efficient head, 
was at its lowest pitch. The sanctuary itself, the ark of the 
covenant was captured by their enemies, and the family of the 
High Priest came to a miserable end. — Even then, however, 
the voice of poetry was not wholly silenced but assumed rath- 
er a new tone. Heroic songs were no longer heard, but the 
voice of the Prophetic muse] returned. Jehovah fulfilled his 
Word, and gave to the oppressed people a|]eader with a portion 
at least of the spirit of Moses. The calling of Samuel in the 
temple, as well as his history, is related with a quiet simplicity, 
and his mother’s song of thanksgiving, brings before us anoth- 
er Deborah, though in a peaceful and domestic character. 



My heart rejoiceih in JehovaSif 
Through Jehovah ia my horn of joy exalted. 

My mouth is opened wide in songs of triumph. 

For 1 exult in thy salvation. 

There’s none that’s holy like Jehovah ! 

No God but thee ! no guardian like our God ! 

Why boast ye so of your high places 
Away with arrogance from out your mouths. 

Jehovah knoweth and will weigh your deeds. 

The bows of the mighty are broken, + 

And they, that wavered, are girded with strength. 

Those, that were full, are begging for bread, 

Those, that were hungry, are now at rest, 

She, that was barren, hath sevenfold fruit. 

She, that had many sons, is now bereft of help. 

Jehovah killeth, and he muketh alive, 
lie bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

Jehovah maketh poor andmaketh rich, 
lie bringeth low and lifteth up again. 

He raiseth up the lowly from the dust, 

And lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, 

Tliat he may seat them with the princes, 

And make them heirs to princely thrones. t 
For the fountains of the earth are Jehovah’s, 

The world hath he established thereon. 

The footsteps of the faithful hath he assured, 
ilut the wicked are dumb in obscurity. 

For not by strength do heroes triumph. 

Jehovah’s adversaries shall be dashed in pieces, 

When he from heaven shall thunder on them, 

Jehovah shall judge the whole of his land, 

* They strengthened themselves in these, and became self-confident. 
Asaph in Ps. Ixxv. 6. has imitated, and beautifully varied this expression, 
as well as the whole song. 

t A new period of tranquillity is beginning, in which even the feeble 
and the poor shall enjoy happiness. This she illustrates from her own 
history. 

t As Samuel, when he was judge of the nation. Tho following lines 
are very applicable to him, and the family of Eli, though I would not re- 
strict their more general sense. 
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Shall give his king haroick atrength, 

And far exalt the power of his anointed. 

Whether Hannah uttered this song, or is merely represent^ 
ed as uttering it, it is enough, that it anticipates and predictiT 
different times from what were then experienced. The storm* 
of war were passed away. The insolence of individuals, ex- 
^alted in power and privilege, was at an end ; and God had 
given to others the song of triumph. Freed at length from 
the shame of barrenness, she sees her son rising from his low 
condition to take his scat with princes, as one of the nobles of 
the land, as a judge of the people. The family of Eli sinks 
into obscurity while he rises to distinction. By him Jehovah 
judges the whole country, even to its borders, and through his 
means, too, anoints over Israel a brave and fortunate king. 
Such is the tone of this song, and it became the model for 
many Psalms, resembling it both in style and matter ; for it 
was a prediction of what was always the favourite topic of the 
nation, a new and happier era. 

This happier era Samuel established at least prospectively.. 
He was the first Prophet after Moses, who exerted an influ- 
ence on the political organization of tlie state. God called 
him not by a vision, but by a distinct voice, in which he sig- 
nified to him the downfall of the vicious and indolent family 
of priests, which had hitherto ruled. His answers were al- 
ways distinct and determinate, and hence he was denomina- 
ted a Seer, instead of a Prophet. The expression continued 
in use for a considerable period, and even David retained hi* 
Seers, until Prophets again appeared. 

It is undeniable, that Samuel employed the first tranquil 
period in the organization of the state, as far as he was able, 
for commencing also the intellectual cultivation of his people. 
Ho established the schools of the Prophets ;* and though wo 

0 The word used, 2 Sam. vii. 8. meana a abepherd’a cottage or tbld^ 
tut the Prophets we know lived in the most simple manner. 

19 



218 


need not adopt the extravagant conceptions sometimes formed 
of them, yet their organization by Samuel was marked with 
wisdom. He sought to bring the arts of cultivation, which 
then consisted of musick and poetry, from the exclusive pos-* 
session of a single tribe into general use. “ The hill of God”* 
resounded with the songs of the Prophets, i. e. the pupils of a 
free system of national instruction and wisdom. They dwelt 
in simple cottages, which have been very incorrectly transla- 
ted schools, and conveyed the notion of something corres- 
ponding to our own schools of learning. They were simply 
assemblages of young men, or those of maturer age, practising 
themselves under the direction of Samuel, who was the judge 
and father of the state, in what then pertained to national cul- 
tivation, not therefore, in ravings concerning futurity, nor in 
barren litanies connected with the service of the temple. 
When they met Said, by the sentiment and lofty style of their 
songs they inspired him with the first feelings worthy the heart 
of a ki ng,f and these alas ! continued only till his regal power 
was established. In their songs, which probably sung of his 
own regal dignity, the humble herdsman first felt himself in- 
spired with more elevated thoughts, and more daring resolu- 
tion ; and even in later times, when in pursuit of David, he 
forgot even his mortal foe, seated himself among them naked, 
i. e. in tlio simple dress of a Prophet divested of his regal or- 
iiaincnts, and touched the strings of his own forgotten harp. — 
Would tliat some specimens, at least, remained to us from 
these hills of God, these airy elevations, vocal with national 
songs, and the poetry of nature ! But they are lost in oblivi- 
on. The association of poetry with the residence, the court, 

* 1 Sam. z. 5. 

f The passage has been rendered ridiculous by being misinterpreted. 
It was not by the sound of their instruments, that they gave Saul the 
heart of a king, but by the sentiment of their songs accompanied with 
the sound. 
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and the temple of David soon rendered these hills silent and 
desolate, brought every thing within a narrow compass, and 
those ancient songs of war and victory, those fables, and un- 
confined songs of the Prophets of Samuel — were lost forevet. 

Yet the germ, and the earliest flowers of the poetry of David 
belong also to these times. The pastures of his flocks were 
vocal with the songs of his youthful Muse, and by these he 
gained access to the king and to the friendship of Jonathan. 
But this period in the history of David is characterised more 
by the friendship between him and Jonathan, than by all his 
poetical effusions. David appears before Jonathan a youth, 
and after a deed of daring enterprize, which the latter could 
not himself accomplish. Yet, instead of envying, he conceives 
for him a sentiment of affection. “ His soul was knit with 
the soul of David, and he loved him as his own sovil.”* He 
justified him, also, to his father, (even by representations not 
entirely true, and which might have fallen upon his own head). 
He set honour and life at stake ; disregarding the impression 
made, that he gave up the throne from want of enterprise, and 
even the derogatory epithets bestowed upon him hy his ftither ; 
for he was indeed a true'and genuine hero. I seem even now 
to see them, as before the face of heaven, with kisses and 
tears, they confirm by an oath their perpetual coven ant, f and 
Jonathan, as, after a long absence, he comes to his friend in 
the desert, encourages him, and says,| “ fear not David, the 
hand of my father shall not find thee. Thou shaft be king 
over Israel and I shall be next unto thee.” What heroick 
friendship was this ! lie offered up the throne to him, that 
as a friend he might continue nearest jhis person. Only an 
age of poetry, and souls like Jonathan’s, but rarely found, are 
capable of such a covenant of love and fidelity. When Jona- 
than died and left the throne to his friend, what could that 
friend give him for all the kindness, which he had shown him. 


• 1 Sam, xviii. 1. 


1 1 Sam. XX, 41. 


1 1 Sam. xxiii. 16. 



220 


tut an elegy upon his tomb ? an elegy, in which, however, 
beautiful as it is, the memory of Saul and that of Jonathan 
live united, as if both had equal claims upon his heart. 1 
know, indeed, it was written for the people,* but for myself 
1 could have wished, that it might be written for David and 
for Jonathan alone, not for Saul and the people. And his 
son Mophibosheth— what apology can be found for David, 
that he so readily sacrificed this son of the friend of his youth 
to a false accusation, and, when it was proved to be false, in- 
stead of restoring him threefold, merely divided what had been 
taken from him between him and his base accuser ?t And 
how lamentable, too, that he must give up the sons of Saul, 
who yet were all of them brothers of Jonathan, in compliance 
with the cruel retpiest of a city, to a death so shameful !} 
Here is the beautiful elegy of David on Saul and Jonathan. 
To me the heart of Jonathan remains sacred, and may his 
name forever adorn the altar of friendship. 

DAVID’S LAMENTATION 

FOR JONATHAN, IIIS FRIEND. 

• 

Beautiful Roe, thou pride and glory of Israel ! 

Thus then art thou wounded upon thy high places ! 

CaoRua. Fallen, fallen are the heroes ! 

How are the heroes fallen ? 

Tell ye it not in Gath, 

Publish it not in the streets of Askelon, 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 

Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised leap for joy. 

Ye mountains of Gilboa, on you henceforth 
Let no more rain nor dew descend forever. 

No more on you, ye mountains blighted with a curse, 

For there the shield of heroes was struck down, 

* 2 Sam. i. 17> 18. 1 2 Sam. xvi. 4. xix. 29. 

1 2 Sam. xxi. 8 — 10. where the beautiful account of Rizpah, the moth, 
or of two of the sons of Saul, is related. Every one is reminded by it 
of. the Antigone of Sophocles. 
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The shield of Saul, as of one unconaecrated with oil. 

From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the strong. 

The bow of Jonathan never turned backward, 

The sword of Saul returned not empty. (It reached the blood of 
the slain.) 

Saul and Jonathan, dear to each other in life, 

They went undivided in love to the realm of shades. 

Swifter than eagles, bolder were they than lions. 

Daughters of Israel, weep ye for Saul, 

No more will he clothe you in garments of purple. 

Nor deck your apparel with ornaments of gold. 

Crorcts. Ah I how are the heroes fallen in the midst of battle^ 
Jonathan^ thou lovely Roe^ slain on thy high places^ 

I am afflicted for thee, my brother Jonathan, 

Lovely wast thou to me, exceeding lovely. 

Yea, my love for thee surpassed the love of women. 

OaoRUS. Ah ! how are the heroes fallen^ 

And their weapons of war perished. 

Note. I have omitted a more literal version of the lamentation of 
David inserted by the German Editor. The sense as given by him, 
wihere it differs from the above agrees with the version of the English 
Bible. That version, is indeed, very tyuc to the original and not the lesa 
poetical on that account. Tr. 

19 * 
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History of David as the author of the Psalms. How this kind of poetry 
came into use by his means. In what relation it stood to the more 
ancient poetry. Perversion of the Psalms in the common use made of 
them. The proper and natural view to be taken of them. Rules for 
usins; them aright. How far the common division of the Psalms into 
higher, middle, and lower is to be regarded. Division of them accord- 
ing to their lyrical character. Psalms expressive of a single senti- 
ment or picture. Examples, Psalms comprehending several con- 
trusted sentences qnd members. Examples. Psalms expressive of 
amotion, and didactick Psalms. Examples. Services of a German 
poet in transferring the poetical tone of the Psalms into our language. 

In the time of David the Lyric poetry of the Hebrews at-, 
tained its highest splendour. The scattered wild flowers of 
the country were now gathered and planted, as a royal garland, 
upon Mount Zion. From his youth upward the mjnd of Da- 
vid had been attuned to musick and poetry. He had spent 
the happiest years of youth, as a tender of flocks, and amidst 
their rural haunts, There he had gathered those flowers of 
pastoral poetry, which often adorn, also, his heroick Psalms, 
and even those expressive of sadness and aflliction. By mu- 
eick, with whicli was then combined not only poetry, but 
whatever of cultivation belonged to the age, he had first found 
access to the person of the king. This circumstance, un- 
doubtedly, contributed to make him cultivate and strengthen 
still more the powers of his Muse. Soon after, as if the same 
art was to be for him the occasion both of good and evil for- 
tune, in consequence of the triumphal song of the won^en, 
who went out to meet him, he was regarded as the rival ol 
3aul, and in several instances scarcely escaped, with his harp 
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In his hand, the javelin of the king. He betook himself to 
flight, and for years either alone or with a few companions, 
wandered about the deserts of Judesa, and was like a bird 
upon the mountains. Here his harp became his comforter 
and friend. To it he uttered the complaints, which he could 
confide to none else. It calmed his fears, made him forget 
his misery, as once it had subdued the evil spirit in Saul, and 
made him forget his envy and vexation. From it he now 
drew forth tones, which were an echo to his feelings in 
sorrow and in joy, and the most tender and impassioned among 
them were prayers $ prayers by which his courage was excited, 
his hope confirmed, until in the providence of God he tri«* 
umphed over all. Now his harp became in his royal hands 
consecrated as a thankoffering to the publick. Not merely 
that he himself, as he had ofien promised, made publick the 
prayers relating to his own distress and deliverance ; he or% 

■ ganized and devoted, in a far greater measure than had be* 
fore been done, musick and poetry for celebrating the service 
of God, and promoting the magnificence of the temple. Four 
thousand Levites, distinguished by a peculiar dress, were ar- 
ranged in classes and choirs under masterrsingers, of whom 
the three most distinguished, Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun 
are known to us by specimens of their art. The children of 
Korah, probably, belonged to the middle class. David em-; 
ployed himself even as king to increase the treasures of this 
temple musick. Dangers and triumphs, especially the very 
great danger and affliction experienced from the rebellion of 
Absalom, awakened again the slumbering tones of his youth-, 
fill harp, to sing of royal cares and troubles. Every impor- 
tant measure which he adopted, especially the consecration of 
Mount Zion, was brought into general notice, and placed in 
a clear light by his own poetical effusions, and those of the 
poets employed under his patronage. In his Psalms his whole 
kingdom still lives. These were sung at the publick festivals, 
Dazzled with the magnificence of the king and the roya} cit^i 
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original sense, as the book of Psalms. As David in hierowii 
age gave his own feelings and sentiments general currency^ 
and rendered his own style the predominant one in the songs 
of the temple ; so the book was destined to become the book bf 
devotional song for every age, for all nations, and all hearts^ 
though they had no connexion either with the spirit or the 
deeds of David. What else could result from this, but a 
great extension of the sense of the author, and an application 
of his language to objects and feelirigvS very different from 
those, which it originally designated? Every commentator, 
every versifier found here his own age, the wants of liis own 
soul, his own domestic and family relations, and on this 
ground adapted it to the singing and reading of his own 
church. In that all the Psalms of David were sung, as if 
every member of tlie church had wandered upon the moun- 
tains of Judah, and been persecuted by Saul. They sung 
with zeal against Doeg and Ahitophel, imprecated curses upon 
the Edomites and the Moabites, and where they could do no 
more they put the imprecations in the mouth of Him, who 
never returned railing for railing, nor threatening for injustice. 
Let one read the most individualized, the most characteristic- 
ally beautiful songs of David, of Asaph and of Korah, in 
many versifications of them, then turn back to the original 
situations and sources of the feelings which they depict, and 
will he find them always retaining even a shadow of their 
ancient form? 

In order to attain a clear view of the Psalms, as lyric po- 
ems of the age of David, the following particulars are indis- 
pensable. 

1. That we forget all modern imitations, and commenta- 
tors, even though most highly prized, and the best for their 
own times. They read them in accordance with the purpose, 
at which they aimed, each for his own age, and with an ap- 
plication to this of the language, the consolations, and in- 
structions of the book. Our aim is to see it in its circumstan* 
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ces times and place, and in these the heart, and under* 
standing of David, and the poets associated with him. 

2. In accordance with this aim the first inquiry should be 
for the objects and situations, in reference to which these 
songs were severally composed. These are given at the head 
of many of the Psalms; in others they are determined by the 
contents, and in others still it must be lefi undetermined. 
Two things here, however, must be guarded against. In the 
first place, that we do not insist upon finding a Psalm for eve- 
ry trifling event in the life of David, nor invent for every figu- 
rative expression in the Psalms a corresponding situation in 
his life. The first has been done in relation to David, just 
as in relation to other lyric poets. A locality is sought for 
eyery thing, and a memorial for every event. In pursuit of 
the second, to find a situation, to which every word refers, 
strJinge tilings have been imagined, of which the interpreter 
indeed might know something, hut of which the poet certain- 
ly knew nothing. 

3. We must study the peculiar language of David and his 
contemporaries, by comparing the dificrciit Psalms with each 
other, and with the history of the age. That the royal poet 
had his favourite expressions, needs no proof ; and they may 
all be explained from the situations in which he was placed. 
“The Lord is my shield, he is on my right hand, he setteth 
me in a wide place, he Icadcth me to high places,*’ are of 
this kind, and a .<icries of others, which in part with some 
modification of sense were lor centuries current in the church. 
A collection of poetical idioms for all these songs would be a 
useful hook, and indeed we are in need of a similar collec- 
tion for all the principal writers of the Old Testament. 

4. We should regard the feelings that prevail in the Psalms 
neither as an enemy, nor yet as blind defenders of them. 
They exhibit the characteristic traits of individual men, and 
as such should be explained, without being dressed up as a 
model of holy feelings for all men. David had his peculiar 
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feelings and cares, bdth as an exiled wanderef, and as a king^ 
We are neither of these, and need therefore neither impre- 
cate curses upon enemies, whom we have not, nor magnify 
ourselves as their conquerors; but we must learn at the same 
time to understand and appreciate these feelings. The Scrip* 
ture itself gives us a rich commentary on the subject, for it 
does not disguise the character of David ^ even in regard to 
his failings. The man who sinned against Uriah and Bath* 
sheba, may also be t<x) liasty in his language. He was rash, 
oppressed and a w'arrior. He spake often not in his own 
name, but in the iiaine of his people, as a father of his coun* 
try. But always, and in all circumstances, he was a man. 
His songs illustrate his history, and his history aids the inter- 
pretation of his songs; but he, that aims to see every where 
in them the superhuiiian and unearthly, will at last see nothing 
distinctly. 

5. Again, in studying tliesc as specimens of art, we must 
take no examples from other nations and languages, as models, 
by which to judge of tlnnii ; for the composition of such clfu- 
sions must be judged with reference to the peculiar nature of 
the feelings, sentiments and language, out of which they have 
grown. To what do(;s it amount, indeed, when we say, that 
this or that Psalm is Pindaric ? merely that it contains bold 
transitions, lofty sentiments, and historical allusions ? and 
must not the same necessarily he found in all laudatory odes ? 
Yet, in regard to the art of composition, David lias nothing 
more than this in common with Pindar. The language of 
Pindar^s lyrick poetry, his periods, and metrical arrangement, 
the mode of treating his subjects, derived from mythology and 
ancient history, and the nature of his subjects themselves, 
hardly admit of a comparison, and we are sure to draw false 
conclusions, when we suffer ourselves to be blinded by the 
word chorus. A Hebrew is by no means the same thing with 
a Grecian chorus. 

6. Still less should the style of David be judged by the rulee 
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^Ijfriek poetry formed in our own age, and not applicabto 
even to all the odes of Horace, though from these they are 
professedly abstracted. The critick, who formed them, had 
fer the most part, too narrow views, was not extensively ac- 
quainted with the lyrical treasures of diflTerent languages, con^ 
fined himself to a few favourite specimens, and by these framed 
his general rules. How then can they be expected to apply 
to an entirely different age? to situations and languages far 
more simple ? Where the rules are true, they occasion no 
constraint, but flow spontaneously from the nature of tlie emo- 
tions, and the impression upon the heart of the object which 
the poet represents. The characteristic traits of tlic poet, of 
the situation, and the language, unite their influence in the 
result produced. The rules, therefore, always require actual 
experience of their truth, and yet admit of this test but par- 
tially. In short, where they are true, who would not rather, 
in reading a poetical effusion, feel and unfold them himself, 
by his own original experience, than borrow them from foreign 
models and arts of poetry, and thus violate the primitive sim- 
plicity of ancient song, by the artificial subtleties of modern 
invention. Wlioever is not qualified to feel the beauty of mu- 
sical and harmonious poetry, unaided and of himself, will nev- 
er learn to feel it by force of artificial rules. 

7. We must unfold and experience in ourselves the original 
nature and beauty of the Hebrew lyrick poetry. The teach- 
er should lead the scholiir to observe — what is its particular 
objects represented — what is the interest attached to it — in 
what manner it is presented — what feeling prevails in the 
piece— what style and movement it holds — into what train of 
sentiment it expands itself — how it begins, proceeds and ends. 
The more simply and impressively this is pointed out to the 
youthful reader, without the technicalities of art, and with- 
out enthusiastick warmth of commendation, the more will the 
poetry find its way to his heart What is beautiful in it he 
will love without noisy commendation ; original strains of im- 
20 
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{mssioned feeling will of tfaemselves make their impressioix 
upon him, and, if he has a spark of lyrick feeling in his bosoini 
Jehovah Will give him inspiration* In Hebrew lyrick poetry, 
simplicity, in this development of it, is especially necessaryy 
since of all poetry it was least constructed by rule, and as a 
work of art, and was rather poured forth spontaneously, as 
genuine feeling wells up from a heart filled with lively emotions* 
Would that we had an edition of the Psalms, in which David 
was treated merely a.s Horace is ! in Which, without casuistick 
subtleties, the poet should be shown as a poet, his beauty not 
indeed, cried into our ears, but at the same time not defaced 
by the patchwork of languages and versification foreign to its 
nature. In higher criticism upon, the poetry of the Hebrews 
We are still but children* We either stifle ourselves with va- 
rious readings, or embellish the simplicity of the original with 
the modish attire of modern languages. 

1 will now go through the Book of Psalms, in order to mark 
some of the chief varieties of their lyrical style. To do it ful- 
ly would not accord with my present plan, and no one will 
expect me in a few brief sketches, to exhaust the variety to be 
found in this collection of one hundred and fifty songs. 


It is customary to divide the Psalms into the elevated, the 
middle, and those of a lower tone, and this is very well, if the 
division taught any thing definite. Any matter of any con- 
siderable extent can be divided in this way ; but the question, 
always remains to be settled, where each particular piece be- 
longs. Now, let one arrange them, as he will, with reference 
to this division, and he will be at a loss in many cases, where 
to place them. The successive steps of lyrical elevation are 
so numerous, and the tones so near together, or rather so flow 
into each other, that it would be difficult to apply such a prui<» 
ciple of arrangement to the whole number of Psalms, and after 



tftli of what use is the whole system. Let us, then, endeavour 
to attain the object in a diflferent way. 

1. Some Psalms are short. They unfold only a single im« 
age in a simple and uniform tone of feeling, and terminate 
with a beautiful completeness in the expression. I might call 
them odes, expressive of a single thought, eidfj, if the last word 
did not imply something foreign* Of this soil is the beautiful 
133d Psalm, which breathes a fragrance delicate as a rose, 

BROTHERLY UNION. 

Behold, bow lovely and how pleasant, 

When brothers dwell in peace together I 
Thus breathed its fragrance round 
The precious ointment on the head, 

That ran addwn the beard of Aaron^ 

And reached the border of his garment, 

So descends the dew of Hermon, 

Refreshing S$ion^s mountains,* 

For there Jehovah gave command, 

That blessings dwell forevermore, 

The union of brothers, of tribes, and families is here com- 
pared with objects of highest sacredness and beauty, and 
which diffuse an animating fragrance. So the good name of 
families dwelling in unison is diffused, and gives them dignity 
and honour. So the dew of Hermon descends to water the 
parched mountains of Zion, and make them productive of bles- 
sings. — As a national song for their festivals, it has a perfect; 
and beautiful close, From the flowing ointment he comes to the 

* The conception here is not flowing down^ which could not be from 
Hermon upon Zion but falling, as dew or rain. From the woody Liba, 
nu8 and Hermon, and from the eea, ascended the vapours, which came 
down upon the parched mountains of Judeea. It seems to have been a 
requisite in the songs sung at national festivals, that Jerusalem or Zion 
should be mentioned. Hence the figure here. There seems to be no 
iUSSSSsHy for altering the text* 



descendingr dew, and from this to the invocation of biessings 
upon Zion — ^the true compass of an ode. Aaron’s name itself 
presents a fine example of a peaceftil brother, whom his own 
brother anointed with the blessing of God and the glory of 
Israel, 

A SHEPHERD’S SONG. 

TUB 23n 

Jehovah is my shepherd, 

I shall not want. 

He maketh me lie down 
Upon the green pastures. 

He leadeth me 
Beside the still waters. 

Restoring my life. 

He leadeth me in a straight path, 

Still faithful to his name. 

And though I walk 
Through death’s dark valley, 

I fear no evil. 

For thou art with me, 

Thy trusty shepherd’s staff 
Is comfort and support. 

Here, spread before my eyes, 

Thou hast prepared my table, 

In presence of my foes. 

My head thou dost anoint, 

My cup is running over. 

Yea, goodness and mercy follow me 
Through all the days of my life. 

I shall return to the house of God, 

A.S long as 1 live. 

From the close it is plain, that this beautiful Psalm was 
composed in exile. The commencement is a quiet pastoral, 
but his feelings lead him to drop the image of his sheep, and 
a table, a royal feast, is spread before the eyes of his oppres- 
jsors. This joyful hope rises to a full conviction, that success 
will attend him, as long as he lives. The sudden transition 



from one image to another, is in the spirit of tuo Oriental ode. 
Yet but one feeling pervades the whole. 

Those who would examine more specimens of this sort may 
read the 15th, 29th, 6lst, 67th, 87th, 101st, 150th, and other 
Psalms. I could wish that I were able to translate all these, 
so much am I delighted by their simple beauty, 

2. So soon as a lyrical effusion, either from the comprehen- 
siveness of its subject, or the fuller expression of emotion, be- 
comes extended, it requires variety, contrasts, a manifoldness 
of parts, which in the former kind we perceive only in the 
bud, in a trifling variation of the image. Here, according to 
the Oriental style, a great effect is produced by chaiig(3 of 
person, questions and answers, smiden appeals to inanimate 
or absent objects, and, if in the form thus enlarged a sort of 
lyrical representation and action can be introduced, the ode 
attains its highest perfection. It has, in this way, a begin- 
ning, middle and end, the last returning again to the first, and 
the whole forming thus, a lyrical garland. This is what the 
critics call the beautiful irregularity, the ambitus, of the Ode, 
the flighty in which it strays, but is never lost. The whole 
presents itself before us, a picture full of living action. No 
word can be taken away, no strophe change its place. The 
beginning and the end are necessary to the middle, and the 
middle remains impressed upon the memory. Perfect odes of 
this sort, are few in number in all languages, because there 
are few subjects, that admit of being treated in this way, but 
where they are found they should be kept in perpetual remem- 
brance. To the class of songs composed of several members 
I reckon among the Psalms, the 8th, 20th, 21st, 48th, 50th, 
76th, 96th— 99th, 111th— 113th, 120th— 129th. Among the 
perfect specimens, which have not only variety and contrast, 
but a progressive lyrick action, 1 venture to name the 2d, 
24th, 45th— 47th, 80th, 110th, 114th and 127th Psalms. 
Some include here, also, the 29th and 68th, because, in the 
voice of God in the former, and the carrying of the ark in the 
20 * 



latter, they suppose a local progress of the representation ; but 
for this 1 see no ground. The principle of progression must 
be inward, from the one living fountain of excited emotion,^ 
and cannot come from outward geographical relations. But 
few of all these can be introduced here, and the choice is dif* 
ficult. 

THE ENTRANCE OF GOD UPON MOUNT ZION. 

THH 24tii psalm. 

All Jehovah’s is the earth and its fulness, 

The world and they that dwell therein, 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, 

He hath established it upon the floods. 

1. Who shall ascend the mountain of Jehovah? 

Who dare to stand in his most holy place ? 

2. He that hath clean hands, and pure heart, 

That hath not bound his soul with perfidy, 

Nor ever sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive a blessing from Jehovah, 

The approbation of his guardian God.* 

1. This is the people, that seek after him. 

That seek thy face, O God of Jacob. 

Chorus. Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 

And be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, 

For the king of glory will come in. 

1. Who is the king of glory ? 

Jehovah strong and mighty, 

2. Jehovah mighty in battle. 

Chorus. Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 

And be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors. 

For the king of glory will come in. 

1. Who is the king of glory ? 

Chorus. Jehovah, God of Gods ! he is the king of glory. 

* Political crimes were very properly named here, since he must be 
free from these, who would approach his national God. The blessing, 
which he was to receive, is in like manner of a civil nature. The word 
means properly justification, i. e. in a civil or political sense, and be« 
cause this involved the keeping of the law of God, and was eiigoyedby 
such as had access to him, it became in the Psalms synonymous with 
happiness, grace. 
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The change of voices in this Fsalm is obvious to every ear, 
and it is equally plain that there is a progressive transition of 
thought, in its economy full of life and action. It commences 
magnificently with the sentiment, “ the earth is Jehovah^s/' 
He is to dwell here upon the hill of Zion, and the whole 
earth will be spread out before him. The transition from the 
sentiment in the beginning to this little mountain is very 
beautiful. It becomes a holy mountain, because Jehovah 
dwells upon it, and that both in a moral and a civil sense ; for 
as nothing impure in sacrifices could be brought before God, 
so no impure worshipper could appear before him. It seems 
appropriate too, tliat only such vices are mentioned here, as 
are injurious to the general welfare ; for Jehovah dwelt hero 
as their national God, as the founder and protector of the 
Jewish State.* The remainder of the Psalm is full of action. 
A multitude presents itself, knocking at the gates, and eager 
to behold the face of the monarch; and lo! it is Jehovah 
himself, the ark of the covenant, over which dwelt their an- 
cient God, the leader of their armies. . lie, who in ancient 
times had gained so many victories, a glorious king, renowned 
in war, and shown to be mighty in power, was proclaimed by 
the answering chorus, and as such he was to dwell by the resi- 
dence of the heroic king, upon mount Zion, his recent con- 
quest. The ancient doors of his tabernacle must therefore 
raise their heads, that such a monarch might come in ! How 
picturesque and striking the representation ! God entered in- 
to a small tent, and would have no temple built for him by 
David, so that its ancient narrow doors have no magnificence, 
but what is derived from him, who enters within them. In 
order to give roundness and dignity to the piece the particular 
incidents attending the processsion, and historically described 

♦This portion of the Psalm, as its connexion with the remainder was 
only casual, and they could not always be sung together, became agnation* 
al song by itself, (Fs, xv.) as it well deserved to be« 
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in the 68th Psalm, are here passed over. By comparing them 
any one may understand the diffisrence between two songs, 
the one of which is a picture full of living action, and the 
other history lyrically narrated. Let us now take up a Psalm 
of the same sort, but breathing a milder spirit ; the most 
beautiful epithalamium of so early times. 

THE ROYAL BRIDE. 

A SONG OP LOVE.* 

My heart is uttering words of gratulation, 

My work is consecrated to the king. 

My tongue is like a ready writer's pen, 

Lo, thou art fairer than the sons of men. 

And grace is poured upon thy Ups, 

Tlicreforc, God hath blessed thee forever. 

Gird on thy sword upon thy thigh, 

Most Mighty; witli thy glory and thy majesty. 

And in thy majesty go forth victorious. 

Because of truth and the oppressed's right. 

And fearful deeds shall thy right hand perform, 

• The arrows of thy (quiver — (even now 
I see the nations fulling at thy feet)-^ 

They pierce, O king, the hearts of thine enemies. 

Thy throne, Lord, is forever and ever. 

The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

Thou lovest righteousness, and hates iniquity, 

Therefore hath God, thy God, anointed thee 
With oil of joy above thy brethren. 

Thy garments are all fragrant 
With myrrh and aloes, and cassia. 

From Armenia’s ivory palaces, 

Kings* daughters make thee joyful 
In thy magnificence. 

But at thy side, 

Thy queen is standing, clothed in gold of Ophir, 

Hearken, O daughter, look, incline thine ear, 

Forget thy people, and thy father’s house. 


*Ps.xlv. 
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So fhall the king desire thy beauty, 

For he is now thy lord, incline to him. 

The daughters, too, of Tyre with presents 
Shall come to thee ; the rich among the people 
Shall seek thy favour. 

The king’s bride 

Is beautiful exceedingly^ — and she herself 
More beautiful, than her attire of gold. 

And now shall she be brought unto the king, 

Adorned with garments of needle work. 

The virgins, her companions, follow her. 

They shall be brought to thee. 

With joy and jubilee shall they be brought. 

And enter now the palace of the king. 

In thy fathers* stead, O queen, shall be thy sons. 

And thou shalt make them princes in the land. 

But I will spread thy praise from age to age. 

And thus the nations sing of thee, forever and ever. 

1 have not felt at liberty, in translating this, to destroy the 
delightful simplicity of its age by modern embellishment. On 
this simplicity, and its relation to Oriental customs, depends 
the progress and the whole representative action of the ode. 
It begins with an annunciation of the subject, and a sort of 
dedication to the king. It then, first, clothes the bridegroom 
in all the ornaments of beauty, grace, heroick and regal cos* 
tume, and makes him worthy of reverence and love, before it 
places his bride beside him. The ode is from the age of Sol- 
omon. This is shown by the description of the magnificent 
palace, by the daughters of foreign kings, hut especially by 
the representation of the king himself, on whom are heaped 
all the blessings, which God had promised to the lineage of 
David. As a hero and king he is represented with arms, his 
golden sceptre in his hand, the rich anointing oil upon his 
head, and his garments breathing precious odours. All these 
representations are derived, partly from the history of Solomon, 
who was preferred to the throne before his brothers, and part- 
ly from the benediction pronounced upon him, that his king* 
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dom should be a peaceful and perpetual reign of righteous* 
ness, in which oppression should cease, and the rights of the 
Haippressed be Tindicated. A transition is then made to the 
bride. Kings’ daughters minister to his happiness in his 
palace^ 'but one is the special object of his love and admira* 
lion. As bride and consort she stands beside him clothed in 
purest gold. The song, then, with childlike simplicity ad* 
dresses itself to the modest and timid bride, admonishing her 
ito look from her veil and observe him ; to forget now her own 
country, and devote herself to her king, who would then love 
tier in return, and be at/tracted by her beauty. All this is in 
accordance with Oriental customs, where the bride was little 
more than a child, and the superiour power and influence of 
the husband over her was very great. Soon, however, she 
tjhall enjoy the prerogiijtives of her station, the daughters of 
Tyre, the mart of ah costly and precious things, shall wait 
upon her with bridal presejcUs^ and rich princes shall sue to 
Jher for her friendship and intercession. In language still 
more personal and flattering it is then added, that she is beau- 
tiful, not only in her outward embellishments, but that her own 
hidden person constitutes her loveliness, and excels in beauty 
all the precious stones of her attire,. In like manner she is 
‘brought richly adorned to , the palace; the procession moves 
wth songs and rejoicing out of the view of the poet, and he 
<only adds his wish modestly intimated^, .that she may enjoy the 
blessings of a happy marriage. The song closes in a loily 
itone, as it had begun in a style of j:e(iuement, and exhibits 
throughout discernment^ loAiueas of cQuception, and graces 
dulness of style. 

We proceed tiow to other psalms, which have not indeed, 
so wide a compass in the action, which they develope, but yet 
form a beautiful whole^ composed of sey^r^ .disitiact members. 



2 » 

D^LlVEftANCE FROM DANGER 

A NATIONAL BONO.* 

Had not Jehovah been with ub, 

(May Israel now say) 

Had not Jehovah been with us, 

When men rose up against us, 

I'hen had they swallowed us up, 

In their fierce wrath against us. 

Then had the waters overwhelmed us, 

The waves had gone over our souls, 

The swelling flood passed over our life. 

Blessed be God 1 He gave us not 
To become a prey to their teeth. 

Our souls have escaped. 

As a bird from the snare of the fowler. 

The snare is broken and we are escaped. 

Our help is in the name of Jehovah, 

Who created the heavens and the earth. 

The 139th Psalm is obviously formed upon the Name lyrical 
model 


DELIVERANCE FROM DANGER. 

A NATIONAL SONO. 

Often have they oppressed me from my youth, 

(May Israel now say,) 

Often have they oppressed me from my youth, 

Yet have they not prevailed against fne. 

The plowcrs plowed upon my back# 

They made their furrows long. 

The righteous God hath cut the cords of the wicked, 
The foes of Zion shall return confounded. 

As grass upon the hott8eto|)8 must they be, 

That before it is ripened withereth away, 

Wherewith the mower filleth not his hand, 

Nor the binder of sheaves his arm, 

Where none that pass by say^ 

The blessing of God be on you, 

We bless you in the name of Jehovah." 

* Ps, ezxiv^ 
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Similair to thede the beautiful song Respecting the return 
from captivity, in which the first deliverance by Moses which 
they anticipated, and made use of to enkindle their hopes, and 
strengthen their confidence, is compared with the second. 

DELIVERANCE FROM CAPTIVITY. 

A NATIONAL SONG. PS. 126. 

When God turned back the captives of Zion,* 

We were like them that dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 

Our tongue with songs of joy.f 
Then said they among the nations, 

The Lord hath done great things for them, t 
The Lord hath done great things for us, 

Whereof we are glad I 
Turn then again our captivity, O Lord 
As thou tumedst the streams in the South. $ 

The sower soweth in tears. 

And reapeth with songs of joy, 

He goeth weeping, and beareth his seed. 

He cometh with singing, and bringeth his sheaves. 

Can a nation be called barbarous, that has even a few suclina** 
tional songs? and how many of them do we find among the He- 
brews? I cannot deny myself the pleasure of closing this 
class of the Psalms with an elegy, tliat belongs indeed to a 
late age, but is not on that account less beautiful. 

* From Egypt. [This reference of it to Egypt is not a very probable 
one, and the deliverance by Moses could scarcely be called with propri- 
ety a return to Zion. The Psalm refers properly only to the Babylonish 
eaile. The poet means to say, we could scarcely conceive the unex* 
pected joy of deliverance from Babylon, we thought it a dream. Ac. 
Theee remarks apply also to other notes of the author on this psalm. J.] 
t Ex. 15. 

tEx. XV. 14. These words acquire a clear, beautiful import, 
when understdbd of the first deliverance, and this reference of the ode 
gives its chief beauty as a whole* 

} That is in the Red Sea. Ex, 14. 
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THij CAPTIVITY IN BABYLON. 

THIS 137tr pbalh. 

By the rivers of Babylon wo sat down, 

And wept, when we remembered Zion. 

We hanged our harps upon their willows. 

For they, that held us in captivity. 

Required of us a song. 

Our oppressors required of ns mirth. 

** Sing us one of the songs of Zion.** 

How shall we sing Jehovah’s song 
In a foreign land ! 

If 1 forget thee, O Jerusalem ! 

Let my right hand forget me, 

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth. 

If I do not remember thee. 

If I prefer not Jerusalem 
Above iny highest joy. 

Remember, O Lord, the children of Edom. 

In the day of Jerusalem’s affliction. 

When they cried, “ raze it. 

Raze it, even to its foundation.** 

Daughter of Babylon, the desolate,* 

Blessed be he, that requiteth thee. 

That requiteth thee, as thou hast done to uS. 

Happy shall he be that scizeth thy^littlc ones, 

And casteth them upon the rocks. 

I do not join in tli^ imprecation of the last lines ; but if the 
song was written during, or immediately after, the Babylonish 
captivity, its accents must be felt, as touching ii^d natural — 
and his beloved country is in the view of the poet sacred above 
every other object. 

3. Every emotion has its perfect sphere, in which its action 
may be contemplated as a whole. The sorrow, which exalte 
itself to joy, the anxiety, which exausts itself, and sinks to 
rest, the calm tranquility, which changes into a joyful confi-' 
dence, the contemplative mood, that at length loses itself in 
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an ecstacy, and the rapture, \rhich sinks again into calm con- 
templation— every effection has its own determinate course, 
tuid gives consequently, a corresponding ambitus to the lyrick 
expression of it, in which we feel its completeness. I must 
go through nearly all the remaining Psalms, if I would arrange 
them according to these principles, for all are animated with 
feeling. I give here only a few examples. 

Psalms, in which the feelings are elevated from a tone of 
lamentation to hope and confidence. 6th, 22d, 60th, 62d, 
85th, 145th, and many others. 

Psalms, in which an ardent and heroick spirit is raised, till 
it sinks again to repose in the remembrance of God. 7th, 
10th, 13th, 17th, 26th, 35th, 36th, 52d— 59th, 61st, 64th, 
69th— 71st, 86th, 88th, 94th, 109th, 140th— 142d. These, 
too, are very numerous. 

Psalms, in which a tranquil confidence is expressed through- 
out. 3d— 5th, 11th, 17th, 21st, 25tli, 27tli, 28th, 30th, 37th, 
41st, 44th, 63d, 65th, 131st, 132d, &c. 

Others are triumphal songs merely, and of these, besides the 
sublime odes already introduced, I will name only the 9th, 
18th, 33d, 34th, 66th, U6th— 118th, 138th.— It would be 
too tedious to go through with specimens of all these several 
kinds. Let the teacher point them out to his hearers, and 
those most uniform in their tone, when psychologically con- 
sidered, will be found beautiful. Of these referred to, I can 
give here but a single specimen. 

SORROW AND HOPE. 

The 6th Psalm. 

O Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath, 

Nor chasten me in thy fierce anger. 

fie merciful to me, O Jehovah ! for I am weak. 

Heal me, O Jehovah, for my bones tremble ; 

My whole soul is in terrors. 

And thou, Jehovah? O how long ! 



Return, O Jehovah, deliver my soul. 

O save me for thy mercies’ sake. 

For in death there is no remembrance of thee, 

In the grave, who shall give thee thanks ? 

I am wearied with my groaning. 

All night my bed is wet with tears. 

With tears 1 make my couch to swim, 

Mine eye is consumed with sorrow. 

It looks but feebly upon all mine enemies. 

Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity I 
For God hath heard the voice of my weeping, 

Jehovah hath heard my supplication, 

Jehovah hath accepted my prayer. 

Ashamed, confounded, shall be my enemies. 

They shall fall back, and be ashamed suddenly. 

Unsuitable as this may be for a general prayer of penitence, 
its tone and current of feeling is still strikingly beautiful, con- 
sidered in relation to David as an individual.^ The languish- 
ing, and now aged, and feeble king, who feels his misfortunes 
as the chastisement of God, indulges in grief, till he sinks to 
the brink of the grave, but, when the word “ enemies^^ is ut- 
tered from his lips, his emotions change, his courage and hope 
return. As most of the Psalms arc an artless representation 
of particular situations, much still remains to be learned from 
them of the natural movement of lyrical emotion and expree^ 
sion. 

4. In many of the Psalms, which contain moral sentiments, 
a beautiful system of instruction prevails. Of these, the 14th, 
19th, 32d, 39th, 49th, 91st, 103d, 1 15th, 139th, and the didac- 
tick Psalms of Asaph generally may be named, as particularly 
worthy of attention. In the 9th Psalm, some have attempted 
to point out a twofold subject, but 1 do not discover it. From 
the great and general household of God in nature, where 
every object praises him and obeys his commands, the poet 
comes to the more intimate relation of God to his people,^ 
which he represents as more secure and affectionate, in the 
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Baine degree as it is more limited and confiding. The move- 
ment of the ode, therefore, is antithetic. The first image 
presented is raised to its greatest dignity, when it is interrupt- 
ed, and the tone of the language becomes more and more gen- 
tle and confiding, till it expresses the near friendship of God, 
and his communion with the individual, human soul. The 
most secret and hidden faults of his friend are noticed by 
Cod, and he causes the silent suggestions of the heart to be 
received, as the discourse of a friend. Such is the beautiful 
economy of the Psalm,* and the delightful instruction, which 
it contains. In didactick pieces of this sort generally, how^ 
ever, we are not to expect the same progressive action, as in 
the triumphal and warlike songs. Instruction loves a smooth 
area, and goes directly to its purpose. Finally, in the alpha- 
betical Psalms we must look for no artificial structure in the 
logical connexion. They are a blooming cluster of choice 
sentences, and arranged with a view to the memory, and the 
facility of learning them. The long 119th Psalm treats for 
the most part, of only one leading sentiment, and is a collec- 
tion of moral truths expressed with many variations. I must 
not here give many examples, since some have already been 
introduced, and most of them are familiar to the recollection 
even of children. It is, too, the most beautiful test of the di- 
dactick, that it is instructive to children. 

A LYRICAL DIALOGUE ON DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
The 91st Psalm. 

1. He that dwelleth under the care of the most High, 

And abideth under the shadow of the Almighty, 

He saith to Jehovah, Thou art my refuge,” 

My fortress, and my God, in thee will I trust.” 

2. He will deliver thee from the snares of death, 

* A ground of many misinterpretations of the Psalms, is the taking 
law, word, judgment, testimony in the modem, and not in the ancient 
political sense, which these words [conveyed to the minds of the Jews, 
To thase refer, also, the duties and benefits, which.the Psalms celebrate. 
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He will save the from the deadly pestilence. 

He covereth thee with his feathers, 

And under his wings dost thou trust, 

His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

A thousand shall fall at thy side. 

Ten thousand at thy right hand, 

But it shall not come nigh thee. 

With thine eyes shalt thou behold. 

And sec the reward of the wicked. 

1. “ In thee, O Jehovah ! is my refuge.” 

2, So thalt thou dwell securely and on high.” 

There shall no evil befal thee. 

Nor any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

He giveth his servants charge for thee. 

To keep thee in all thy ways. 

They shall bear thee on their wings, 

Lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

Thou slialt tread upon the lion and adder, 

“And trample upon the young lion and the dragon. 

“ Because he trusted in mo, I deliver him, 

“ I exalt him because he honoureth my name. 

** When be callcth upon me, I will answer, 

“ When in trouble, I will be with him, 

** I will deliver him, and honour him, 

“ With long life will I satisfy him, 

** And will show him my salvation.” 

Can the providence of God be taught with a sense of more 
cordial trust, or with more tenderness of feeling ? There is 
here no chorus, indeed, but the change of speakers produces 
the finest effect. It makes the whole a fatherly lesson, pro^ 
grossing and rising higher to the end, where the Supreme 
Father speaks and confirms bis truth. 

But enough of examples. In order to feel the beauty even 
of the finest Psalms, we must tran^rt ourselves into the age, 
in which they were written, and return to its simplicity of 
feeling. As most of the Psalms are prayers, so that childlike 
submission of the heart is necessary to the proper use of 
them, which the Orientals require in their religious ceremo- 
21 * 



nies and prayers, that silent admiration of God and hi» 
works, which sometimes rises into rapture, and sometimes 
sinks the mind to the deepest abasement. The song hurries 
from thought to thought, as from mountain to mountain. It 
touches the springs of emotion rapidly but deeply, and is fond 
of repeating the impression. It paints its objects only by ra- 
pid sketches. All lyric poetry, in which pastoral innocence 
and rural sentiments prevail, requires a calm and quiet mind ; 
its beauties can produce no effect upon a sophisticated and 
scoffing one. As the heaven pictures itself only in the clear 
calm sea, so we sec the gentle wave of emotion describe its 
circles only in the tranquil soul. 

Here it would be unjustifiable to withhold in silence the 
name of the man, who first made us in Germany familiar 
with tlic genuine tones of the Hebrew Psalms. The most 
simple of the odes of Klopstock especially in detached parts, 
are tones from the harp* of David. Many of his lyric pieces, 
and the most artless songs of his Messiah, have given to our 
language a simplicity and truth of lyric expression, which wo 
should seek in vain from the most successful in this depart*^ 
ment of the neighbouring nations. 
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CHARACTERS OF THE AUTHORS OF THE PSALMS. 

I. Of the character of David. The delicacy and sensibility of his 
mind in sorrow and joy. His confidence in God, and whence it origin, 
ated. What class of readers consequently will be particularly fond 
of his Psalms. The straight forwardness and cordial sincerity, which 
characterise them. David’s praise of Abner at his grave. His warm 
feelings excited by the persecution of his enemies. Passages in 
the Psalms relative to Divine retribution and justice. A peculiarity 
of David in pntmising songs to God, as the best offering, which he 
could bring. Of the passages, in which he speaks of the law of God, 
as the political constitution of the country. How we are to apply the 
charactcristiclf sentiment of these Psalms, 
n. Of the character of Asaph. A theodicec respecting the fortune 
of the wicked. Prize songs on this subject by David and the sons 
of Korah. 

III. Songs of the sons of Korah. Earnest longing after Jerusalem, an 
affecting elegy. 

IV. Songs of anonymous authors. What the ascending songs or songs 
of degrees probably were. Examples and proofs from what is con- 
tained in them. General view of the whole book of Psalms. 

V. Of the musick of the Hebrews. Their various instruments of mu. 
sick. Influence of the instrument upon the various songs. What is 
meant by the word Selah, 

We have hitherto only surveyed the Psalms as it were ex- 
ternally^ let us now look more nearly into the character of 
their authors. 

I. Character of Davin as a Psalmist. 

The leading trait of his character is truth. His songs are 
a faithful picture of his life, his feelings, and his age. Hence 
liUther called them, in his preface to the Psalms, a garden,, 
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where all beautiful flowers and fruits flourish, but where aho 
at times the most violent winds sweep over them. If his Ian* 
guage were not in earnest, but only poetical colouring, we 
should have nothing to do but to praise his colours. Now we 
may derive instructions from his writings, by the picture 
which they present both of good and evil.* 

1 . In David is manifested throughout a tender hearty and a 
:ioul full of sensibility. He exhausts the emotions and the 
language of joy and sorrow, and there are expressions of this 
sort in his Psalms, for which our language has almost nothing 
corresponding. This may be seen in the 22d, 38th, 39th, and 
many others. He is afflicted either by God or his enemies; 
(the later misfortunes of his reign he looked upon, as the 
chastisements of Jehovah) and how is his spirit bowed! 
How does his liarp complain ! He is dissolved with anguish 
mid tears. 

2. These tears are poured out to God, but soon change into 
imsty couragCy or childlike submission. God had taken him 
from a keeper of sheep, and anointed him a$ the shepherd of 
his people, had delivered him from many dangers, and sus« 
tained him under many sufferingsL All this inspires him with 
an individual, personal confidence in his most faithful and 
best friend, and this confidence is the theme of his songs, 
they utter the feelings of persond confidence and friendship 
in his communion with God,t and hence they have been so 
highly prized by alj great and noble minds, who have placed 
a similar confidence in God, For all found in them the pro- 
per language of their own hearts, and could find no better 
expression of their feelings, than in the words of this ancient 
hero. Perhaps no one has exemplified this more strikingly 
than our own Luther, who found his whole heart in the book 

*For Proofs of his earnestness and sincerit/isee Ps. 5« 17* fl6. 92. 34* 
36, 63. 

tSea Fs, 11. 19. 21. 97. 9X. 40. dec. 
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of Psalms, and applied it to his ovirn times, whenever and 
wherever he could do so. It is a great and good character** 
istick in a man to believe in a particular providence. All, 
who have been exposed to severe and numerous trials, and 
been proved upright, have had this faith. They knew God 
not from books, but from the truth of their own hearts, 
the experience of their own lives. No topic in relation to 
God is unfolded in the Psalms with a scientific or theoretical 
purpose. God is he, who every where looks through the 
eoul of the Psalmist, knows the truth and uprightness of his 
heart, as well as his secret griefs and necessities. This occa* 
eions him joy and grief, inspires him with confidence and hu- 
mility. 

3. Thus his songs are the expression of the most inward 
and individual language of the heart. What to us seems 
boastful, when we repeat it coldly, and with but vague syra^i 
pathy, was to him a feeling of reality in the particular circum- 
stances, in which he was placed. Ilis enemies calumniated 
and persecuted him, he on the contrary washed his hands in 
innocency; they were stained with no blood of his persecu- 
tors. This he represented to God in his songs.* If we 
would deal justly with David, we should find the same 
gentleness and heartfelt sincerity also, as characteristics 
of his reign. His Joab was more harsh and violent than he ; 
for even against his conquered foes he proceeded with all the 
magnanimity, which the times permitted, and against his do- 
mestic foes he wished never to be obliged to use severity, 
How was he afflicted at the death of Absalom! and how did 
he spare Shimei ! Even Abner, the leader of the party oppo- 
sed to him, and who had been craflijy murdered, be honoured 
after his death with a song of lamentation for a virtuous 
bBro.f 


* Ps. vii zzvi. &c, f2 Sam. iih 33, 
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And David said to Joab, 

And to all the people with hinii 
** Rend your garments, 

And gird you with sackcloth, 

And mourn for Abner.** 

And the king himself followed the bier. 

And when they buried Abner, 

He lifted up his voice. 

And wept at Abner*s grave. 

And all the people with him. 

The king lamented over Abner, 

And said, 

** Abner died not as a coward dieth 1 
Thy hands were not bound. 

Nor thy feet put in fetters. 

As one falleth before wicked men, 

So fellest thou.** 

And all the people wept aloud. 

The reign of the peaceful Solomon was in many respects 
far more severe and despotick, than that of the warlike and 
conquering David. 

4. As a necessary consequence, therefore, since he was 
innocent and human, the persecution of his enemies was the 
more trying to his [patience. The feelings, which it awaken- 
ed, corroded his heart with anguish, and find an expression, 
even where it should not be the case, in general Psalms of 
praise or thanksgiving. Every one knows, how early misfor- 
tunes give a colouring to the objects, with which the feelings 
,of the soul are connected. Early mischances, faithless frieiidS| 
undeserved neglect at length render the heart cheerless, even 
if they do not embitter it. Most of David's Psalms, to which 
these remarks apply were composed in affliction, when his 
heart sought consolation in his harp, and we all know how 
freely the soul expresses itself under the first lively sense of 
unjust suffering. Though, therefore, I could wish for myself, 
and with reference to their present use, that the reference to 
his enemies were removed from some of bis Psaims, aa the 
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8th, 19th, 23d, 104th, and 139th, yet they bek)ng properly to 
the picture of David’s feelings, and mode of thought. He 
must have given an untrue expression of his soul, if he had 
not placed it before God in this, as in its other traits. Yet 
he does not by these expressions lay us under any obligation 
to adopt his imprecations §t unfit times or without occasion. 
It must be admitted, that his imprecations upon his enemies, 
are not always in the spirit of the Christian religion. 

These same trying circumstances gave David occasion to 
unfold the characters of the retribution ^ and righteous judgment 
of God as the feeling of his heart prompted him, and more 
fully than had been done in earlier times. In the conception 
of Moses, God was a national God, who exercised retributive 
justice over the whole nation in their general fortunes. Da- 
vid and his cotemporaries unfold still finer traits of the Divine 
government over individual men and over the world. Asaph 
does it as a teacher ; David as an experienced hero ; and ma- 
ny of their expressions are no\J, after the lapsti of three thou- 
sand years, the most suitable for giving a moral view of God 
in his relation to the succession of events. In many of the 
Psalms it might appear, as if Job had been their model ; but 
every thing throughout flows from its own proper and natural 
occasion. 

5. It is a remarkable circumstance in regard to David, 
that he so often promises his songs as offerings to God, and 
considers them, instead of sacrifices and burnt offerings, of 
the greatest worth, and as vows of the sanctuary, best pleasing 
to God. These were the ‘‘ calves of his lips,” of which the 
Prophets, also speak, and may be explained from the charac- 
ter of David, and the age in which he lived. In our lips the 
words are often misapplied. With David the most appropri- 
ate and best offering, which he could make to God was his 
songs of praise. They were the flower of his strength and 
pertained to his highest glory. To offer bullocks from the 
etall would be far easier for a king, but he disdained to pre* 
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ietit these cheaper offerings, and chose to honour God with 
the finest effusions of his poetical powers. But to whom amcmg 
Us will these passages of the Psalms be appropriated 1 CalreB, 
bullocks, we should not offer to God, new and original songs 
we cannot offer, as David did ; and from whom, moreover, 
does God require such poetical expressions of penitence? 
Thus these words are for us lifeless and unmeaning. 

6. David reigned in a state, where the government was 
properly a theocracy, in which he stood in the place of God, 
and was under the necessity of governing himself in accord* 
ance with its ancient economy, the established constitution of 
the country. This gives to his songs throughout a spiritual 
character, even where he speaks of mere secular laws and 
tegulatioiis. He sat as a prince or vicegerent of God upon 
Mount Zion ; in righteousness and judgment his priest, in vie* 
tory his instrument^ in the observance of the national laws 
his servant, no less than the lowest of his people. When, 
therefore, all the deeds and triumphs of David are ascribed to 
God, when the king rejoices in his God, boasts of his power, 
and swears new fidelity to his laws, all these expressions per* 
tain, in fact, to the peculiar national language and relations. 
When he celebrates the wonders, i- e. the appropriate beauty 
and excellence of the Mosaick laws, and so often binds himself 
to rule in accordance with them, he was in so doing no indo- 
lent youth kneeling at his harp, as he is sometimes represent- 
ed. Even in those Psalms, in which he speaks of his love to 
the law of God, he speaks also of his diligence in business, of 
his watchfulness of his owm heart, that he might not become 
arbitrary and unbridled, in short, of his reverence for the laws 
and usages of his country. That he was bound to do so he 
felt very distinctly, but most deeply, when he had transgressed, 
and the chastisements of God were upon him. “ I have sin- 
ned against Jehovah, my nation’s God, but what have these 
sheep done ?” 

These few traits may serve to show, with what a free and 
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liberal spirit the Psalms of David must be used, if they are to 
be for us what they were for their author. Here, too, the 
rule of Young may be applied, that we often approach most 
nearly to the ancients, when we seem to be farthest removed 
from them. The flowers of general instruction and ornament 
mayj pass into our mind, and all the delicacies of language 
and style may also, become ours, if our hearts sympathize 
with the emotions, which they express. But all blind imita- 
tion is here, too, but a worshipping of Baal, and such expres- 
sions as calms of the lips are but unmeaning words. — Only 
then, do individual Psalms become favourites, when we ftiid 
them, in particular situations of life, beautiful, deviated, and 
true, as the proper language of our own hearts, and learn to 
love the ancient harp of David, as anticipating or echoing the 
tones of sentiment in our own souls. 

II. Character op Asaph as a Psalmist* 

. In didactick Psalms Asaph excels David* His soul was 
less tender, but more calm and free from passion. The best 
of his Psalms are formed on a beautiful plan, and his national 
songs, also, are peculiarly excellent. In short, he merited the 
name of a Prophet, i. e. of one divinely inspired upon the 
harp. A single specimen of his didactick poetry must suffice. 

A VINDICATION OF GOD IN REGARD TO THE HAPPINESS 
OF THE WICKED. 

The 73d Psalm. 

Yet, surely God is good to the upright,* 

To such as cleave to him with pure heart* 

My feet indeed were almost gone. 

My steps were already slipping. 

For I was envious at the foolish. 

And jealous of the prosperity of the wicked. 

* In many passages the word ly^l is taken in a constructio pfegnahs 
and the notion of uprightness, contained in it is to be interpreted by itself. 
22 
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Ko snare of death is spread for themi* 

But the)r are strong and firm* 

They know not the troubles of life. 

The scourge of misfortune reacheth them not« 

Like other men« 

Therefore their pride adometh them with chaitis^ 

Their violence decketh them with rich attire, t 
Their eyes look out from amidst fatness, t 
Their devices flow forth from their hearts. 

They scoff, they speak evil of afriend,|| 

They speak with arrogance. 

They place their mouth, as Gods in the heavens, 

And their tongue must be obeyed on earth.} 

They satisfy their thirst from solid rocks,^ 

They press from them abundant water, 

And say, how ? doth God ktlow this ? 

Hath the Most High knowledge of us 1 
These are the thoughts of the ungodly, 

* Heath is here represented as a hunter, lurking about the path s of 
mortalst The persons spoken of here, have made a covenant with him,« 
and a leage with the grave, so that he spreads no nets for them. 

t It is not said merely they are rich and proud, but oppression has 
given them the wealth of others. 

I If any choose to read the text here with the lxx. I have no objec. 
tion, but the other reading, also, gives an opposite images Their Cye 
looks forth proudly, and its visions must be accomplished, so too, the de- 
vices of their hearts. 

II See the other Psalms of Asaph* 1. 30. 

} Heavens and earth are here contrasted. They raise their heads 
even to the heavens, and their word goes forth over the earth, and is ev 
ery where obeyed. Co mpare Ps. clxxviii. 15. 

H Every one knows, that the two members of the common translations 
do not correspond. The second is clear, the fault must, therefore, be in 
the first. I divide the words differently, and there is not ofily sense and 
parallelism, but we see a paronomasia with the following words. It is 
an image of the severest oppression, and happily introduces What follows. 
The Masoretic text, also, indicates a defect here. 
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And these are they* that prosper in the world,* 

And that increase in riches. 

In vain, therefore, have I kept pure my heart, 

And washed my hands in innocence. 

For every day have J been scourged, 

And every morning chastened with affliction.f 
I said, I will declare, how it is with it. 

** I40! they are the generation of thy children.^* 

My word was false !-»« 

J thought to understand it 
But was in painful doubt. 

Until I went into the councils of God, 

And then I understood their end. 

On slippery places hast thou set them. 

And into deep abyaaes are they falling. 

How are they desolate in a moment. 

And utterly consumed with terrors !t 
As a dream when one awaketh, 

So, O Lord, hast thon awaked, || 

And put to flight their ernptj image, 

How was my heart distressed. 

My veins pierced through with pain, 

That I, so foolish, knew it not, 

But was in judgn^en^ as U brute before thce.f 
Now I cleave continually to thee. 

For thou didst hold me by my right hand. 

Guide me always, even as thou wilt, 

* The person? spoken of aru those who live in abundance, the beati, 
fortunate men, 

t Fortone changes every morning, brings every day some new calamity 
t The words of the original present a very vivid image. 

II That the word means in awaking^ not in the city appears from the 
centoxt. 

i The sequel shows clearly enough, what is meant here. He was at first 
in respect to the purpose of God, as a brute, i. e. he understood nothing 
of bis purpose, judged irrationally, and was disposed to break away from 
him and violate his faith. (See Fs. zxxii. 8.) Now he judges diflferi 
emly of God, and cleaves to hint as the following verse represents it with 
a repetition of the word« 
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And then receive me with honour. 

For whom have I in heaven but thee, 

And whom on earth do 1 desire beside thee ? 

My flesh and heart are wasted away, 

But thou art the strength of my heart. 

Thou art my portion, O Ged, forever. 

They that are far from thee shall perish. 

Thou destroyest all, that fall away from thee, 

But good for me is drawing near to God. 

In God Jehovah have I put my trust, 

Still will I sing of all thy works. 

How beautiful are the sentiments of this Psalm ! It begins 
witli a brief moral sentiment,* the result of many reflections, 
with which it also closes. Soon and imperceptibly he comes 
to his situation of trial, f describes how he fell into error, and, 
when he has placed this picture in the clearest light, makes 
another transition.! He is brought into the counsels of Di- 
vine providence, and sees that in his former opinion he was 
brutisli. New vows of fidelity to God (having reference to his 
former wavering) are uttered with the greatest fervour, || till a 
general moral sentiment' again closes the Psalm.^ Both in 
its sentiments and its arrangement it is a beautiful didactick 
Psalm. 

We must not extend his views beyond their proper bounds. 
Asaph saw the prosperity of the wicked, and saw it vanish 
away, while the happiness of the upright is true and abi- 
ding — this is the extent of his view. Neither future retribu- 
tion of the former, nor an exposition of the eternal blessings 
of the latter, was the purpose of his ode. 

If I mistake not, there is in several Psalms a noble compe- 
tition in the treatment of the subject presented in the above. 
We have already contemplated one Psalm containing similar 
views.1^[ It treated the subject as a dark enigma, in a lyrick 
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and beautifiil style, like all the Psalms of the sons of Korah. 
Here is the rival song of David on the same theme. 

THE PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED. 

The 39tii Psalm. 

I said, I will be watchful all rny life^ 

That 1 may guard my tongue from sin. 

I will restrain my mouth in silence, 

While wicked men are present with me. 

I kept silence, and ceased also from joy,* 

My sorrow was excited in me. 

My heart was glowing in niy bosom. 

While I was musing the fire burned. 

And — then I spake with my tongue.. 

Jehovah, make me know mine end. 

How short my life is, 

That I may know how frail I am. 

Behold, ray life is but a hand.breadth. 

And all my time as nothing before thee. 

The life of man is but an empty shadow. 

That thinks itself endnring.t 
Yea, man goeth forth a shadowy image,. 

Yea, he disquieteh himself in vain, 

He gathereth and knoweth not for whom. 

On what then do I place my hope ? 

In thee, O Lord, is all my hope, 

Deliver me from my transgressions, 

And make me not the sport of fools. 

So will I keep silenee, and open not my mouth. 

For thou wilt do all things well.t 
Remove thy stroke away from me, 

I faint from the blow of thine hand. 

For when thou dost rebuke severely 
Even the strong man for his iniquity, 

* How refined and yet haw true ! We cannot repress and break off 
our anxious thoughts by concealing them. They must find vent ; they 
ihuit be freely unfolded, or they corrode the heart still more bitterly. 
tThe expression in the original is concise and beautiful. 

I Thou wilt acco mplish it better than 1 can prescrib e.. 

22 * 
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His beauty is consumed as by the moth, 

Yea, man is altogether vanity. 

Hear then my prayer, Jehovah, 

Give ear unto my supplication. 

Be not silent, ^hen I weep before thee. 

I am here a stranger with thee, 

A wanderer, as all my fathers were. 

O spare me, that I may recover strength. 

Before 1 go hence, and be no more, 

A song of tenderness, composed perhaps during sickness, and 
wholly in David’s style, abounding in fine personal feeling. 
One, who is fond of this, will prefer the song of David, those, 
who seek instruction, the psalm of Asaph, and those, who 
delight in lyrical invention,^ the ode of the sous of Korah, 
which, in depicting the fate of the wicked, ventures into 
the realms of death. David has another instructive psalm (Ps. 
37.) on the same subject. There are several similar lyrical 
competitions in the psalms, especially in the national songs. 
(Com. Ps. 46 and 76. 80, 85. 44. 78. &c,) To compare them 
together is a very pleasing task, which illustrates the charac- 
ters of the writers, as well as their peculiar styles of compo- 
sition. 


III. Songs of the sons of Korah. 

Were these songs written by David ? If so, why was not 
his name attached to them? since to him, as well as to Asaph, 
other songs are ascribed, which probably belong to later 
times. Perhaps they may have been from one of Heman’s 
choir — and their author may not unjustly be esteemed the 
most elevated and truly lyric poet of all in the collection. 
His national songs are brief, full and animated. The 45th 
Psalm is one of the most beautiful bridal songs, the 42d one 
of the finest elegies — The latter is inserted here as an ex- 
ample. 



LONGING AFTER JERUSALEM. 


The 42. 43. Psalm. 

As the hart panteth after fountains of water, 

Sopanteth my soul after thee, O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, the living God,* 

When shall I come, and see the face of God ! 

My tears were long my meat day and night, 

While day by day they said to me. 

Where now is God, thy helper. 

I thought thereon; (and poured forth my tears) 

As 1 went with many to the house of God, 

With joy and praise in a rejocing throng. 

Why art thou cast down^ O my aoul^ 

And why art thou disquieted within me ? 

Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him^ 

Hhn^ my deliverer and my God, 

And yet, O God, my soul is grieved. 

Therefore will I remember thee, 

Here amidst mountains and streams. 

By Jordan, and the hills of Libanus. 

As there wave rusheth upon wave. 

They rush upon me like thy billows. 

For all thy waves and rivers 
Have gone over me. 

And yet the goodness of Jehovah 
Upholdeth me by day, 

And in the night his song is with me, 

Even prayer to my God, the living God, 

I sing to God my rock, 

Wherefore dost thou forget me, 

Wherefore go I mourning. 

For the oppression of my enemies ? 

It pierceth through my bones, 

W^hen my enemies reproach me. 

While day by day they say to me. 

Where now is God, thy helper ? 

* The living God is contrasted with lifeless idols. Here too it has 
beautiful allusion to the living fountains above. 
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Deliver me, 0 Jehovah from ilanderous iipi, 

And free me from a deceitful tongue. 

What doth it to thee, the deceitful tongue 7 
What doth it to thee ? 

It pierceth as sharp arrows of the warrior, 

It burneth like coals of pointed wood. 

Alas that I dwell in robbers tents,* 

And dwell as with Arabian savages. 

Too long have I dwelt with men, 

Who are enemies of peace. 

I am for peace, bat when I speak, 

They are for war. 

The speaker is a sojourner, who complains of the intolerable 
disposition of his companions. He dwells in tents, and com- 
pares those around him to Arabian robbers. He wishes the 
time, which he is to spend with them, were at an end, and 
this is all we learn fVom the text of the Psalm. 

Were these tents moving toward Jerusalem 1 Did they en- 
camp without the city, as they often must do, during the na- 
tional festival. These questions are more easily asked than 
answered. 

The 121st Psalm explains itself more fully. There is no- 
thing in it of Babylon, but it exhibits a march towards Jeru- 
salem and the holy mountains. 

A SONG OF GRATULATION IN GOING 
TOWARD JERUSALEM 
The 121st Psalm. 

I lift my eyes, and look to the hills, 

From which cometh my help. 

My help cometh from Jehovah, 

f: # The word means a skin, a rude lent covering, from which a wild 
race, living intents perhaps, had their name, The complainer therefore 
nys ** it is with him, as if he lived with wild savages** The Israeliteu 
Mimdor. They are' liseHllfe these placet were fat 

ehdws. " ‘ — tUm tturulltliBia 
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Who inade the hearene and the earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to elide, 

He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 

Behold he , that keepeth Israel, 

Will neither slumber nor sleep. 

Jehovah will be thy keeper, 

Jehovah will be thy shade. 

Who goeth (as a friend) at thy side. 

That the sun smite thee not by day. 

Nor the moon afflict thee by night. 

The Lord preserve thee from evil, 

The Lord preserve thy soul. 

The Lord shall guard thy going ont. 

And thy coming in now, and forevermore. 

Let us conceive a young Israelite, who like a new fledged 
bird looks toward the mountains, in which his confidence is 
placed, who eagerly desires to proceed upon the journey, and 
to see Jerusalem, and whose aged father bestows these blessings 
on him as he departs, and so it will be word for word explain* 
ed. It is no going up from Babylon, for who there should be- 
stow such blessings 1 It is the voice of a tender farewell, 
which cannot find a last word, and satisfy itself with the be- 
stowmcntof blessings. The sqpg might also be sung on the 
way by individuals or in choirs. They ^ngratulated each 
other on their journey. 

That the I22d Psalm expresses the desires of a young Is- 
raelite, who has already been once at Jerusalem, and is now 
rejoicing at the annunciation of another journey, has been 
already remarked. The 123d, 125th, 134th plainly show, that 
they belong also to the same class. The 124th, 129th are 
songs of thanksgiving for the deliverance of Israel, such as 
were sung at national festivals, and such as we find among 
the songs of Asaph, and the sons of Korah.* The 126tb is 
of the same kind, probably composed during the captivity, 
and aflerwards retained as a national song, as a memorial of 
confidence and joy. The 133d praises the unity pf tribec 



264 


and families, the 128th the happiness of domestic life, the 
127th the blessing of a numerous family, though their educa- 
tion requires toil and care — all of them the finest subjects for 
an assembled people. Would that we had many such adapt- 
ed to our customs and modes of life, as pure, as concise, as 
full of the spirit of song, as these were for the people of Is- 
rael. The 130th is a confession of sin, a preparation for re- 
ligious sacrifice, when one felt himself oppressed with a sense 
of guilt. The 132d commends to God the family of the king, 
Zion, the priests, and was thus destined for the same occa- 
sions. Finally these fifteen beautiful songs were followed by 
songs of praise, which were obviously designed for the temple 
and the publick festivals.* 

If we look over the book of Psalms in this way, we may 
easily arrange it for ourselves, especially if we take the Jew- 
ish division into five books to aid us. The national psalms 
stand, for the most part, between the others, not each by it- 
self, but in small collections. Here is a brief view ot the 
arrangement. 

Ps. 1. The preface or introduction to the book. 

Ps. 2. A royal Psalm, the crown of the book. 

Ps. 3-40 Mostly Psalms havtng personal reference to David. 
These include th^first book according to the Jewish division. 

Ps. 41 — 49. Songs of the sons of Korah, composed on a 
variety of subjects. Most of them are national songs, and 
the 50th, the beautiful didactick psalm of Asaph, closes the 
first collection of Korahite songs. 

Ps. 51 — 04. Songs having personal relation to David. 

Ps. 65 — 68. National psalms, perhaps also those that fol- 
low, till the 72d on the reign of Solomon closes the second 
book. 

Ps. 70 — 83. Songs of the Korahites and other writers, the 

♦ The book of Psalms was probably composed of distinct smaller col- 
lections, and these belonged to one, which had been called the book of 
travelling songs, the aongs of ascent. 



greater part of them national. Here closes the third book, 
which was wholly from poets connected with the temple mu- 
eick, and probably was at a later period appended to the 
Psalms of David, which closed with the second book. 

Ps. 90. The song of Moses. Ps. 91 — 107 and to the end 
of the book psalms of plain and general import; plainly a 
contribution from the temple, and for the use of the national 
festivals. The fifth book is the latest, and most miscellaneous 
collection. 

Ps. 108 — 110 Songs of David, or having reference to him. 
Ps. Ill — 118 Psalms for the temple and festivals. The 119 
a collection of moral precepts. Ps. 120 — 134 the songs of 
degrees, which are closed with songs of praise, and Ps. 138— 
145 Psalms of David, which are also closed with songs of 
praise. We see how they all fall into groups, and an editor, 
who treated the Psalms merely as songs, could by arranging 
them in this way aid the clearness of our view, and facilitate 
the memory of them. 

V. Of the musick of the PsalmvS 

Notwithstanding the elaborate treatises we have on this 
subject, we obtain few results from them in regard to the po- 
etry and economy of the Psalms. Nothing is so difficult to 
to be transmitted from one age, and the customs of one period 
and country to another, as language and musick. They float 
upon the air, and arc fleeting as the breeze. The ancient 
and modern musick, the musick of the East and of the West, 
are so different from each other, that, even if we knew more 
of them there would be found but little, which our ears 
would relish. I remark only briefly. 

1. The instruments, which are named in the Psalms, are 
either ruling, or only accompanying instruments. The ac- 
companying are obviously the common ones, which therefore 
do not occur in any of the inscriptions. They belong to the 
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fill! chorus of joyful exclamation and praise, and to the song« 
of the temple. Since the people remained only in the outer 
court, and the music sounded to them from the temple, or un- 
der the open sky, the multitude of singers and plain instruments 
is readily accounted for. To this class belong the castanets, 
the adufa, many kinds of trumpets and flutes. It was a 
kind of military musick, because the God of Zion was a 
Lord of Sabaoth i. e. of warlike hosts, and to this character 
the sentiments of many psalms have an obvious reference. 
When it is said, that Asaph struck the castanets, this is not 
named as his only instrument, but with this he led the^^hoir^ 
he beat the time. In some songs also he prophesied, i. e.., 
employed his inventive power, as a poet with the accompani- 
ment of his musick. 

2. The softer musick, accompanying the language of poet- 
ry, was formed by single instruments; hence one song is re- 
ferred to the flute, one to the guitar and harp, another to the 
horn, &c. It would seem, that the ancients, with whom j>o- 
elry and musick were intimately associated, attached more 
importance, than the moderns, to giving every instrument its 
peculiar effect, and even designating by it the character of 
the poetry ; for it needs no proof to show, that each instru- 
ment with its peculiar tone has also, as it were, a peculiar 
sphere of emotion, in wliich it is fitted to produce its cflTect. 
Hence we have striking examples of what effects certain 
tones on this or that instrument, which were the favourite 
airs of an individual hearer, have produced on him. As all 
the power of musick rests upon its simplicity, the artist 
with the simple tones of his instrument has the heart of one, 
with whom it is a favourite, in his power, and plays as it were 
immediately upon it. In the mean time the harmonious up- 
roar of all instruments, the artificial swell of sound, that 
reaches the clouds, may indeed enrapture the ear of a con- 
noisseur, but becomes a real Babel to the feelings of one, 
who wishes only to have ]iis feelings affected. Should the 
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sisters, who have been separated by art, musick and poetry, 
once become again more intimately united, we should again 
hear of “ a song for the harp,” and a song for the flute,” as in 
the songs of Asaph and David. By the study of a single in- 
strument we learn the kind of passion, which it awakens, and 
to distinguish more deeply the tone of feeling, which it excites 
in the heart ; and he, that can happily express this in tlie lan- 
guage of lyric poetry, will accomplish more than can be done 
by all the rules of the critical art. 

3. Since antiquity and the East, even now, have known 
nothing of our artificial harmony, since the poetry of the 
Psalms has only a very free arrangement of metre, and little 
or no regular scansion according to our method, all attempts 
to model our language by that, or that by ours, arc in vain. 
Free and indeterminate metrical movements float in the air. 
Melody and the controlling influence of feeling determine 
th<\ir rythmical balance only in a very general manner. 
This is shown in the Psalms by the so freciuently occurring 
*^Selali.” If we compare the most decisive passages, they 
are found to correspond neither with pauses, nor the da capo, 
nor intermezzo, but must mean change of tone^ which is ex- 
pressed either by increase of force, or by a transition into 
another time and mode,* The subject of the song, or its 
tone of emotion change, and since the melo<ly was not very 
definitely marked for the singer and the musical comjioser, a 
nota bene was attached to the most important passages in 
the book of Psalms. Songs, which arc impassioned in their 
character, most commonly have it, especially where the sub- 
ject is changed. In uniformly didactick Psalms and those of 
loftieV tone, which are still uniform, it does not occur. Where 

* From all books of travels we know, that the Orientals are fond of a 
very uniform, and, as it appears to the Europeans, a very doleful sort of 
musick, but that in certain places they suddenly change the time, and 

pass into a different melody. This it probably was, which in the Psalms 
is designated by **Sclah,*' 
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it stands at the end, it may show, that they were acccustomed 
to sing another continuously after it, as it is undeniable, that 
they were fond of thus linking together and associating sev- 
eral different psalms.* The Greeks translate **Selah by 
which Suidas and others explain by fieXtadiag eval^ 
concentus mutatio. It shows therefore, that such 
songs were set to rnusick throughout, only however after the 
very simple method of the Orientals, which varied witli the 
change in the song which it accompanied. On the whole we 
find that we have indeed the words of these ancient songs, 
but that especially in our imitations the living spirit, which 
depends upon the recital, is ftir from being attained. 


A SONG OF PRAISE 
TO GOD AND HIS RIGHTEOUS PROVIDENCE. 

The 93o Psalm, f 
A SONG FOR THE SABBATH DAY. 

It is good to give thanks to Jehovah, 

To sing praises to thy name, O Most High. 

To show thy loving kindness in the morning. 

Thy faithfulness every night, 

Upon the len-stringed harp, and the lute, 

The guitar of the sounding strings. 

Thou, 0 Jehovah, hast rejoiced me with thy work, 

I will triumph in the work of thy hands, 

How great, O Lord, are thy works ! 

How unfathomable thy counsels 1 
The brutish man understandeih it not. 

Neither doth the fool comprehend it. 

When the wicked spring up, as the grass. 

And all the workers of iniquity ftourish, 

* 1 Chron. 16 is made up of parts from four different psalms. Ps. xxzii* 
xxxiii. were probably also sung together, and so of others. 

t Probably this Psalm, the author of which is unknown, was designed 
to be sung by the Levitee on the Sabbath, and in the temple. 



They yet shall perish at the last. 

But thou, O Jehovah, abidest 
The Most High, forevermore. 

Behold, O Jehovah, thine enemies. 

Behold thine enemies shall perish, 

All the evil-doers shall be scattered, 

But my horn shalt thou exalt, 

As the horn of a wild bullock, * 

And I shall be anointed with pure oil. 

Mine eye looks with courage on my foes, 

Mine car receives the tidings of evil. 

To the wicked, that rise up against me. 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree. 

And grow up like the cedar of Lebanon. 

Those that arc planted in the house of the Lord, 

Flourish in the courts of our God. 

They still shoot forth in old age. 

They are full of sap, and their leaf green, 

To show that Jehovah is upright. 

And there is no unrighteousness in him. 

♦ That is, thou dost raise my courage, anJ increase my strength. The 
wild ox is superior to other animals, by the magnitude und elevation of 
his horn. Hence, his horn is often mentioned, as the symbol of strength 
and superiority of power. So Moses speaks of Joseph. Deut. xxxiii. 17. 



PSALMS RELATING TO THE KINO. 


The Psalms considered in certain national points of view, Of God as a 
judge and national God in the temple. Intimations and expressions of 
the Psalms on this point. Of songs of triumph over other nations in a 
religious tone. Examples of this. Peaceful and religious scenes m 
Psalms of a warlike character. Examples. O^ the king as a repre*. 
aentative of Jehovah in a theocratic government. The second Psalm 
accompanied w^th remarks. Of the king as covenanted with Jehovah, 
who dwelt near him. The ItOth Psalm, with remarks. Of the pro- 
miaes respecting the lii\eage of David. Their influence on the Psalms. 
The last Psalm of Davif.* The times of Solomon, a Psalm. * Celebra- 
tion of Mount Zion in the Psalms and Prophets. 

I am very well aware, that I have by no means exhausted 
the internal character of the Psalms. But in order to do so an 
extended investigation of the subject matter, of which they 
treat, would be requisite, and for that, I have no room in the 
present work. The finest sayings respecting God, bis attri- 
Jmtes and works, his government and retributive justice, the 
protection, which he extends to the good, the worth of prayer, 
and of uprightness in his sight, are so well known to us 
through the Psalms and the applications made of them, that a 
collection of them seems unnecessary, I venture, therefore, 
only to indicate certain leading points of vim ^ which exhibit 
the subject matter of some of the Psalms, in its proper relation 
to the age^ in which they were composed. 

1. Elevated and sublime, as are the expressions concerning 
God, which occur in the Psalms, we must yet bear in mind, 
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that, especially in those of the age of David, Jehovah is 8ti|| 
represented peculiarly as a nedimal God^ who was worshijn 
ped as the king and judge of the land in his temple. This 
view ofthe subject gives as much of force to the songs in 
general, as positive meaning to particular expressions. David 
contemplated God as the private friend of his person, and his 
individual fortunes ; but in the temple he approached with his 
confessions and songs, as into the presence of his judge. 
Hence we are to explain the account of his sins, as infirmities 
or as transgressions, because both were matters to be spoken 
of in the temple. Hence he ventured to speak with such con^ 
fidence of his blamelessness in regard to his enemies, because 
he was here standing before his judge. So in many ot the 
Psalms.* 

Hear, 0 Jehovah, the righteous, attend to my cry, 

Hear my prayer, that goeth from pure lips, 

Before thy presence I seek for my right. 

Thine eyes behold the things, that are equal. 

Thou provest my heart, searcbest it by night. 

Thou triest me, and iindest no evil in me. 

For I purposed, that my mouth should not transgress^ 

When I gave sentence in thy steady 
In all things 1 guarded my Ups 
From uttering an iiuurious word.t 
I called upon thee, and thou hearedst me, 

So now also incline thine ear and hear.. 

As for me in my ipnocency 
I shall behold the face of my jud.ge, 

* Ps. xvii. 

t This seems to me, the sense of the words, *' to the works of of men, 
(my subjects) by the word of thy lips, (the judgments and ordinances, 
which I gave as king in the name of God) 1 guarded myself from going 
in the way of violent men, (arbitrary, oppressive tyrants.)” The supplu 
ant expects justice from God, sioce he has Qot knowingly said or dqne 
evil to any. 
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My wishes will be satisfied, 

When thine image awakes.* 

That is, so soon as he shows himself in the character of judge, 
all these expressions and intimations are judicial. In the 
East the judge was approached in plain terms, and with a loud 
cry of complaint, and when he showed .himself, when his 
‘‘likeness” awoke publicly, or he appeared in publick for the 
administration of justice, he was the helper of the oppressed. 
Thus it is said, > 

Let thy face shine upon as, 

And we shall be saved. 

Thou saidst, Lord ; ye shall seek my face, 

I seek it Lord, hide it not from me. 

8o many other forms of expression in these publick national 
prayers and lamentations before their God. 

2. When, therefore, in triuiftphal and national ^songs, also, Je- 
hovah is placed in opposition to the gods of other nations, it is 
for the most part in this special^ national sense.! 

Not unto us, O Jehovah, not unto us, 

To thy name alone be the glory. 

For thy mercy and thy truths sake. 

Let the nations say, “ Where is now your God ? 

Our God is in the heavens, 

And doeth whatsoever he will. 

But their idols, silver and gold, 

Are the work of men’s hands. 

They have mouths, and speak not. 

They have eyes, and see not, 

They have cars, and hear not. 

They have noses, and smell not. 

They have hands, and handle not, 

They have feet, and walk not, 

* The context and parallelism require, that the awaking of the like^ 
.ness” be preferred to God, and correspond with ** face.** 

+ Ps. cxv. 
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Nor do thejr speak through their throat. 

Like them are they that made them^ 

And every one, that trusteth in them. 

O Israel, trust thou in Jehovah, 

He is your help, and your shield, 

O house of Aaron, trust in Jehovah, 

He is your help, and your shield. 

Ye, that fear Jehovah, trust in him, 

He is your help, and your shield. 

If we take from these Psalms the peculiar national feeling, 
which accompanied them, we deprive them of a great part of 
their force, and of their original import. 

In Judah God is known,* 

His name is great in Israel, 

In Salem is his tabernacle. 

And his dwelling place in Zion. 

There brake he the arrows of the bow, 

The shield, and sword, and battle. (Change of tone.) 

Glorious art thou, O mountain, 

Mightier than the mountains of prey. 

They stand despoiled of themselves. 

Even the brave ! they have slept their sleep. 

And none of the men of might find their hands. 

At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 

The rider and horse are in a dead sleep. 

How terrible art thou ! 

Who can stand in thy sight. 

Before the breath of thy fury ? 

Thou didst thunder judgment from heaven. 

The earth feared, and was silent. 

When thou didst arise to judgment, 

To save the oppressed of the earth. (Change of tone.) 

The wrath of man giveth thee but praise. 

The remainder of it thou girdest to thee. 

As the symbol of thy Uiumph. 

Make thy vows, and bring triumphal gifts 
To Jehovah your God, 


* Ps, U;tYi, 
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All ye border! of the land, 

Bring your triumphal gifts 
To him that is to be feared. 

He bindeth the pride of heroes, 

He is terrible to the kings of the earth. 

We know not what event this triumphal song celebrates ; but 
every trait is as strictly national, as Salem, Zion, and Jeho- 
vah were peculiar to the Hebrews. In our warlike and tri- 
umphal songs the most apposite expressions of this sort from 
the Psalms arc but withered laurels. 

A MORNING SONG OF DAVID. 

Psalm 108. 

0 God, my heart is ready, 
will sing and give praise. 

Awake, my soul, awake, 

Psaltery and harp, 

1 will awake early, 

I will praise thee, O Lord ; 

1 will sing praises to thee 
Beiore the people and nation* 

For thy goodness is great, 

It reachoth above the heavens.* 

Tliy covenanted truth O Lord, 

Reacheth above the clouds. 

Fxalt thyself, O God, above the heavens, 

That thy glory may cover the earth.! 

Deliver thou thy beloved, 

Save with thy right hand, and hear. 

God heard, and spake in his sanctuary, t 
Therefore will I rejoice. 

For already I divide Shechem as mine, 

* In allusion to the morning sky rising and freeing itself from clouds, 
t An allusion to the morning light. 

t A common expression of the favour of Jehovah. (Sec Ps. Ixxxv. il.) 
The following words are not spoken by God, but by David. 
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And measure out the vale of Succoth.* 

Gilead is mine, Manassah is mine, 

Ephraim my helmet, Judah the leader in war. 

Moab is my wa8h.pot,t 
Upoft Edom I cast my shoe, 

And treat the Philistines with scorn. 

Who brought us into the strong city ? 

Who guided us into Edom ? 

Was it not thou, O God, who also didst cast us off, 

And didst not go forth with our armies. 

Help us again in our necessities, 

For vain is the help of man. 

Through God we yet shall do valiantly, 

He treadeth the enemy under our feet. 

I know no people, in wliose war-songs were mingled thoughts 
so gentle as we find here. The most feeling prayer and lam- 
entation may be nearly connected with feelings of the great- 
est bravery and warlike sternness. It was obviously the re- 
fined moral regulations of Moses, which gave even to the 
war-songs of so early an age this milder and gentler tone. The 
severity found in them belongs to the age, the tenderness and 
refinement is the effect of their religion. 

3. Hence, we sec, also, that passages of the greatest sensi- 
bility, relating to domestick happiness, are mingled with war- 
like descriptions, and frequently from the most heroick senti- 
ments there is a transition to the tone of elegy. The former 
circumstance happens sometimes from the union of several 
distinct Psalms, as in the 144th. The first eight verses are a 
distinct Psalm, and with the 9th a new one begins, which 

* These are not conquered countries, but the property of David as 
king. He begins with a glad heart to enumerate the blessings of the 
inheritance, which God had given him. He names first, Shechem, and 
the valley of Succoth, because these were the residence of Jacob, and 
therefore the m^st ancient inheritance of the Jews, by right of th^ 
patriarch. 

t Here begins the enumeration of his conquests and victories. 
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again from speakieg of enemies turns suddenly to the pros* 
perity of Judsa. 

That our sons, like vigorous trees, 

May grow up in the beauty of youth i 
And our daughters, as beautiful pillarsi 
Polished like statues in the palace ; 

That our garners may be full. 

Yielding all manner of store. 

Our sheep bring forth thousands. 

Yea ten thousands in our valleys; 

Our oxen be strong, and no lamentation. 

No damage, or loss in our fields. 

Happy the nation, that is thus. 

Happy the nation, frhose God is Jehovah. 

In the 65th Psalm is a similar transition from war-like to rural 
thoughts. How beautiful is the image, when the shepherd of 
Israel, who is invoked for purposes of War, feeds his people as 
a shepherd. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

That leadest Joseph like a flock. 

Thou, that art throned above the cherubim, 

Let the light of thy countenance shine. 

Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, and Manassali, 

Awake thy strength, and come and save us. 

Revive us again O God, 

Gause iky face to shine^ and we shall he saved^ 

Jehovah, God of Sabaoth, 

Ilow long art thou angry amid the prayers of thy people ' 
Thou feedest them with the bread of tears, 

And givest tears for drink in a full cup. 

Thou has made us a reproach to our neighbours, 

A Bcofling to our enemies round about. 

Revive us again^ O God of Sabaoth, 

Cause thy face to shine, and we shall he saved. 

Thou broughtest a vine out of Egypt, • 

Thou didst cast out the nations and plant it. 

Give it room and cause it to take root. 



That it filled the fand. 

Its shadow covered the hills around. 

And cedars of God were its boughs, 

Thou sentest its branches to the sea, 

Its runners even to the Euphrates. 

Why then dost thou break down its walls. 

So that all, who pass by, despoil it ? 

The boar from the wood doth waste it. 

The wild beast doth devour it. 

O God of Sabaoth, return to us again, 

Look down from heaven and behold. 

And visit again thy vine. 

Which thy right hand hath planted 
It is burned with fire, it is cut down. 

It is withered at the breath of thine anger. 

Let thy hand be upon our leader, 

Thy right hand upon him, whom thou hast made strong ; 

So shall we never revolt from thee, 

Revive us, and we will rejoice in thee. 

Jehovahf God of Sahaoth^ 

Revive ns again. 

Cause thy face to shinci and we shall he sated. 

This beautiful elegy, with its recurring chorus, is wholly the- 
ocratick. It rests on the history of the nation, and only to- 
ward the end (v. 18.) do we discover the continuous allegory 
of the man and hero, who is now to act in the name of Jeho- 
vah. 

4. As Israel was a theocratic state, and every hero and ru- 
ler acted in the place of Jehovah, so the language, when 
these are spoken of, has a peculiar loftiness and solemn digni- 
ty. Even in the historical style it could be said, in the form 
of expression wliich they admitted, that he was seated on the 
throne of Jehovah* and in poetry, that he was a son of God, 
that is, his representative on earth. Every one knows the va- 
rious uses of tlie word son in the Hebrew language. The 

*1 Chron. xxix, 23. His kingdom is called the kingdom of Jeho- 
vah. 1 Chron. xxviii. 5. 

24 
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connexion of simple domestic relations with ancient govern* 
ment and cultivation rendered it a favourite expression. In 
calling kings the sons of God* it employs a form of express- 
ion common to all ancient languages, and other Oriental na- 
tions have gone still farther in a thousand titles and names.t 
In such passages as the following therefore the meaning is 
plain.j: 

1 have found David my servant, 

I have anointed him with my holy oiL 
With him shall my hand be mighty^ 

Him also shall mine arm strengthen, 

That no enemy may terrify him. 

I will beat down his foes before him, 

And will smite those that hate him. 

My truth and mercy shall be with him, 

And in my name shall his horn be exalted, 

That his hand maybe stretched to the sea. 

His right hand to the river Euphrates. 

He shall say to me, thou art my father^ 

My God and the rock of my salvation^ 

I make him also my first ham^ 

Exalted above all the kings of the earth, 

The last lines explain the expression son of Jehovah^ frst 
hom of Jehovah, so clearly, that I venture to add here the 2d 
Psalm, as of the same character, and authentically elucidated 
by this song of Heman. 


The 2d PsalH. 

What tumult reigns among the nations ! 

*i^The of Homer are known to every one, 

tThey call themselves sons of heaven, of the sun, the moon, Ac. 

tPs. lzxziz.20. 
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Why do they clamour with empty noise 
The kings of the earth rise up, 

The princes build projects togetherf 
Against Jehovah and his anointed.l 
Let us brake their bands asunder, 

“ And cast away their fetters from us.” 

He, that is throned in heaven, shall laugh, 

Jehovah holdeth them in derision. 

He speaketh to them in his wrath, 

And scattcreth them in his fierce anger. i| 

1 have set my king upon my throne, 

Upon my holy mountain Zion.**} 

I will also declare the divine decree, V 
Jehovah said unto me, 

^‘Thou art my son, 

“ So be it from this day forth,**** 

Ask of me. 

And nations shall be thine inheritance, 

* 1 adhere to the simplicity of the ancient versions, which translate 
here ** empty, vain,” the usual sense of the word. The verb also cor« 
responds well with this, and signifies the empty uproar of a multitude. 
The poet has here in a single word imaged the import of the whole ode, 
which only unfolds this lofty sentiment with which it begins. 

f 1 have preserved the metaphor of the original, which is here indeed 
only an incidental import of the word, because the idea of the whole 
ode has a resemblance to the history in Gen. xi. 

t Jehovah and his earthly representative stand side by side, and as 
one person throughout, The latter is here only in the name of the for<« 
mer, and has his dignity from him. 

B He speaks to them in the thunder, and with lightning disperses 
them. The parallelism finely expresses the image, and the words of 
the following verses are the brief and sublime sentence of Jehovah, utr 
tered in the thunder. 

follow the Hebrew text here in using the first instead of the third 
person, and consider God as the speaker in the two last lines, as the 
whole context and other parallel passages show to have been intended. 

f Properly the law of the realm, the new constitution of the govern- 
ment. Henceforth God will reign through him, as his representative. 

** These two lines are parallel, the sense of the latter the same as that 
of the former. The same parallelism occurs Is, ix, 6. and in Acts ^iii, 
34* the passage is applied to a new king, 



The attermee^ pants of tlie earth thy possaesioait* 

Thou shalt smite them with an iron sceptre, 

And dash them as a potters vessel. 

Be wise now, therefore, Oye kings^ 

Be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

Obey Jehovah with fear,t 
And honour him with trembling. 

Do homage to the son, lest he be angry, 

And bring destruction on you by the way,t 
For soon his wrath will be kindled. 

And happy they, who are faithful to him.il 

Every one may observe here the beautiful lyrical progress 
of the Psalm. It begins boldly and abruptly with “ a quo ? quo 
scelesti ruitis?’’ and sketches in few words the whole picture 
of their tumult, their conspiracy, their vain undertaking. 
A glance from heaven, a smile of scorn from the king of hea- 
ven renders all their counsels vain. He speaks to them in 
thunders, and one lightning flash drives them asunder. The 
poet hears and interprets the voice. It was brief and majes^ 
tick, such as only he might utter, who is throned in heaven. 
The king upon earth distinctly explains his ordinances. He 
gives them counsel and instruction, but little time for deliber- 
ation, and closes with a sentiment addressed to the faithful of 
the land. 

* I leave to the Psalm here its loftiness of expression, the kings, the 
boundaries, the judges of the earthy as belonging to the age. The 
Psalmist did not consider geographically the relative magnitude of Ju. 
dsea. It was to him simply the central point, where God reigned as 
king. 

1 1 take the expression literally as meaning circuire. The vassals of 
Oriental kings stood in a circle around the throne, and going round the 
altar was a common act of religious worship. 

t As much as to say, you have no time to deliberate, The image is 
taken from the caravans, which perish by the simoom. 

I TruitU foxik, in the Psalms often mean fidelity, as of SHl^aotsto 
their sovsreign. 
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BtttltO' whom doos it relftte 1 For whtfiBi'» was a picture' 
animated originally designed ? I know not, if we would judgt^ 
of it, uninfluenced by foreign impressions, for what other peN 
ison it could have been originally composed, than for David « 
Who dwelt upon Mount Zion at the time of its composition f 
Whom did Qod set as his son and representative upon this 
mountain according to other Psalms of plain import? Who 
had as many enemies as he, both in and out of Judaea ? And 
who triumphed 80 gloriously over all these enemies? Half 
the Psalms are full of this subject, and yet, in regard to this, 
we proceed as if we had read nothing of it. All the expres-: 
sions, which occur here, laro elsewhere also applied to David, 
and the whole view presented by the ode is obviously corres- ^ 
pondent, both in place and time, to the purpose for which it 
was composed. The nations marshal themselves for war. 
They are terrified, and proclamation made to them, with brief 
space allowed to deliberate — ^who does not see, that the bow 
b drawn for aiming at a present object. Place the object 
aimed at the distance of a thousand years, and the arrow flies 
in vain. The finest lyrical construction of a most impressive 
ode is lost, we deprive it of its local nation and origin, of its 
peculiar purpose and meaning. 

“ But the Psalm is introduced in the New Testament.” 
Ye^ \ Psalm for the king, and with reference to Him, 

who sat and was forever to sit upon the throne of David, 
Must we not, therefore, know how David was enthroned there? 
And can w^e learn this otherwise than from the][circumstances 
of his age, the representations of his own songs ? The applU 
cation of it in the New Testament so far from excluding, con- 
firms rather its original meaning as descriptive of David. 

5 . As David, therefore, was enthroned upon the same holy 
mountain with God, that is, upon a mount of kingly majesty 
in hU place, and on his throne, so expressions came into use^ 
which celebrate him, 0$ the cQvenmted ally and friend of 
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Qoi, He had brought Jehovah upon mount Zkm, andevieni 
allegiance to the mighty one of 'Jacob. * 

1 will not enter the tabernacle of mj house, 

Nor go up upon my bed of rest, 

I will give no sleep to mine eyes. 

Nor slumber to mine eyelids, 

Till I find m resting place for Jehovah, 

A habitation for the mighty one of Jacob. 

Lo we heard of it in Ephrata, 

We found it in the wild fields of Jaar ; 

Let us enter I said into his tabemable. 

Let us worship at his footstool. 

Arise Jehovah, come to thy rest. 

Thou, and the ark of thy heroism. 

Thy priests shall be clothed with judgment, 

Thy saints shall shout for joy. 

David performed this vow, and we know how richly God 
requited him. He gave him rest from his enemies, promised 
him a perpetual lineage, and continued blessings. The king 
places himself with humility before the face of God, and 
renders his thanksgivings, while he sits crowned with victory, 
in his house, upon the holy mount. All these expressions 
belong to historical narrative,t and the original local import 
of the following Psalm, therefore, would seem also to be 
placed beyond question. 

The 110th Fbalu. 

Jehovah said to the king, 

Sit thou upon my right hand,t 

Till 1 make thine enemies thy footstool. 

Prom Zion now Jehovah reaches forth 

* Ps. exKzii. 

^2 Sam. vii. 1. IS. 1 Chron. xvii. 16. 

X At the right hand means often at the side of God. (Ps. zei. 7. ztl. 

11. ciz. 31. 121. 5. God gives him a place of rest and honour on 
mount Zion, and beside his temple, till he has subdued for him all hia 
Ibaa. 
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The iceptre of hii power abroad,* 

** Be thou king amidst thine enemie8.t 
Freewill ofTerings are with thee, 

In the day of thy triumph, 

Upon iry holy mountain. 

From the bosom of the dawn, as the dew. 

Have I produced thee for myselft 
Jehovah has sworn and repenteth not,i| 

** Thou shall be my priest fowever, 

I ordain thee my Melchisedek.i 

Jehovah, at thy right hand,ir 

iShall crush the kings in the day of his wrath, 

*The sceptre of the king. Jehovah now stretches it out in his name 
and as his ally upon mount Zion. 

fMost of the enemies of David were still unconquered, when he 
went to Zion, and carried thither the ark of Jehovah. 

(The author has a long note on this passage, which I venture chiefly 
to omit, as 1 believe his conjectures have met with no favour among the 
critics. His rendering is defended mainly by a conjectural alteration of 
the text. Tr. 

II The inviolably covenant, which God made with David, is in 2 Sam. 
vii. where the words forever and ever,” are often repeated. David 
himself regards it as a covenant obligation, 2 (Sam. vii. 19.) and so 
speaks of it in his last words. (2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) 

$ It is well known, that the word here rendered ** priest” designates one 
who might approach near loGod, and it would seem, that the nearness of 
David to God led to its use. But the parrallelism king of righteouaneis^ 
shows clearly enough its meaning. Such originally the priests were to 
he, and when David brought the ark to Zion he sought to invest them again 
with that character. (See Fs. cxxxix. 9. How far it was carried we 
know not, it is enough, that 2 Sam. viii. 18. the sons of David were 
priests, i. e. judges, and David therefore the highest priest of righto* 
ousness, here by a fine allusion called Melchisedek. In the very place, 
where David resided, this venerable patriarch had once been ^ priest 
of righteousness and king of peace. 

But what is the expression ** after the order” 7 The parallellism 
shows, that it is the oath, by which the family of David was raised per* 
petually to the regal and priestly dignity. It is the same with decreo = 
in the 2d, Fsalm. 

ITThe expression here does not relate to rank and dignity, but it in 
to be taken as in Fa. xvi. 8. 11. Fs xci. 7. and means by the side. 



Shall sit as Judge among the nations^ 

Then shall the land be full of deed bodies^ 

And wounded heads lie far around. 

He shall drink of the brook in the waf« 

And lift his head again with pride. * 

A beautiful ode ! the plan of which need not be hidden or , 
unintelligible to us. It says to David, in his triumphal entry 
upon mount Zion, that he may now be at rest by the dwelling 
place of Jehovah, and, though encompassed with enemies, 
reign securely ; for God is now at his side, as his covenanted 
ally, who will sit in judgment among the nations. Clothed 
with new dignity, he now dwells near to God, who stretches 
forth for him a sceptre, which all obey. He is now King of 
righteonsncss, a priest of God in Salem. What the muses 
are to Horace, the same are the holy oracles of God to the 
Hebrew poet. 

Vos Caisarem alturn, militia simul 
Fessa cohortes abdidit oppidis 
Finire qua;rcntorii labores, 

Fierio recreatis antro. 

Vos lenc consilium et datis et dato 
Gaudetis almae. — t 

As introduced in the New Testament, also, thisi Psalm ex- 
presses the sense, that a higher king, after toil and suffering, 
is now to rest at the right hand of his heavenly father, until 
he shall sit in jiidgineiit among the nations, and bring all 
things under his feet. 

6. A promise was given to the offspring of David, that it 
should abide forever^ that God should establish it upon the 
throne of David its father, and that its prosperity should be 
still more widely extended. We find this promise and the 
occasion of it historically related, | and observe at the same 

*The image is from the history of Samson. 

ILib. 3. Ode 4. %% Sam. vii. 
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time in how eminent a sense David received this promise.* 
He looked upon it as a family league, as a compact after the 
manner of men,f rendered thanks to God for it, and in his 
last song]: still celebrated it, as a covenant respecting his 
kingdom confirmed by God. This fair and certain prospect 
is exhibited in the Psalms. God is often reminded of his 
promise, David is congratulated in regard to this perpetual 
covenant, and finally the future reign of his lineage is pic- 
tured with all the glowing colours of a golden age. Let us 
look at a proof of this. 

THE LAST SONG OF DAVID. 

2 Sam. xxiii. 1 — 7. 

So spake David, the son oi* Jesse, 

The man, whom God exalted, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet Psalmist of Israel. 

The Spirit of God speaketh in me, 

His word is on my tongue. 

For thus spake Israel’s God, 

Thus said to me the Rock of Israel. 

** A ruler of men, a just prince, || 

A king ruling in the fear of God, 

Shall go forth as the morning dawn, 

And as the rising sun. 

It scattereth the clouds away, 

And from the abundant dews 
Green herbage springs from the earth.” 

My house stands therefore fast with God. } 

He made with me a covenant forever. 

Well ordered in all things and sure, 

For he is all my salvation, and all my desire. 

But thus shall not the Belials take root, 

* 2. Sam. vii. 18. f 2 Sam. vii. 19. 1 2 Sam. xxiii. 1. 

II See Briefe das Studium der Theologie betreffend, Th. 1. S. 135. 

(The word usually here read as a particle, is a noun or verb ; recte 
ergo disposite, facto coniirinata stat domus mea. With God is David’s 
frequent and favourite expression. 
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They shall be as thorns thrust away, 

That cannot be taken by the hand. * 

The man, that will touch them. 

Must arm his hand with sword and spear. 

The fire shall burn them and their dwelling* 

Thus the aged king applied the divine declaration to the 
rebels, and dissatisfied spirits of his kingdom, whom Solomon 
also remov'ed out of the way. But the reign of his offspring 
was not to be wholly in the spirit of revenge. — It was rather 
to diffuse new life and warmth, as represented in the 72d 
Psalm, under the same image of the dew and morning sun, 
which occurs in these last words. 

THE TIMES OF SOLOMON. 

ThB 72d PgALM. 

Give to the king thy judgments, 0 God, 

And thy tribunal to the king’s eon.* 

He will rule thy people righteously. 

And protect the oppressed in judgment. 

The mountains shall speak peace to the people. 

The hills proclaim to them righteousne88,t 
That he may aid the oppressed of the people, 

That he may save the sons of the needy. 

And break in pieces the oppressor. 

So long as sun and moon endure. 

Shall they fear thee through all generations.t 
He shall come down. 

As rain upon the mown grass. 

As showers, that water the earth. 

In bis reign shall the righteous flourish. 

And happiness abound while the moon endure th. 

*The parallelism shows, that it is intended to congratulate the first, 
the king. 

t Mountains and hills as Fs. ii. cx. The verb is not expressed in the 
aecond line. 

t This would seem to be another voice speaking. The picture pre- 
sented is a paraphrase of the ** forever and ever,” that so oAen occurs iQ 
3 Sam. vii. 
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Qis dominion ii from sea to sea,* 

From the riTer to the end of the earth. 

^The dwellers in the desert bow before him,t 
And his enemies lick the dust. 

The kings of Tarshish and the isles 

firing presents to him,t 

The kings of Sheba and of Seba, 

Pay their homage with gifts.H 
All kings fall down before him, 

And all nations serve him. 

For he helpeth the poor that crieth. 

And the oppressed, who hath no helper. 

He spareth the weak and the needy. 

He saveth the life of the distressed, 

He delivereth it from deceit and violence. 

For his blood is precious in his sight. 

He shall live, and they shall bring him gold of Sheba, 

They shall pray for him continually, 

And daily shall they bless him. 

In heaps shall the earth produce its corn, 

Its fruit shall rustle upon the mountains. 

As the rustling trees of Lihanus. 

The cities shall flourish with people. 

Like the grass-covered field. 

His name shall endure forever. 

It shall be continued as long as the sun. 

Men shall bless themselves in his name,^ 

All nations shall bless him. 

With this the first Psalms of David close, and they could 
close with none better. In it the blessings of Abraham, 
Judah, and David are brought together, and the ideal coQcep- 

* The parallelism shows, that one sea is the Euphrates, and the other 
the Mediterranean. 

t Arabick and other tribes, whom David had subdued. 

X Trading nations, not only islands, but the coasts of Europe. 

I Probably Arabia and Ethiopia, The history of the queen of Sheba 
is known. 

( That is, when they would speak of happy times, they should eall 
them the reign of Solomon. 



tionsof the Prophets respecting a future ragn, like that of 
Solomon, proceeded from these as their models. In the 
Psalms, too, when quiet happiness is represented, the name 
of Solomon characterizes it, and that golden epithalamium 
in the 45th sings of a righteous sceptre, a peaceful reign, a 
kindness to the oppressed, in the very style and language of 
this promise. 

Mount Zion also, the seat of the ever flourishing realm of 
David, accompanied it in like manner to later times. Small 
as it was, it was to become the chief of the nations ; dry and 
parched as it was, from it were to flow living streams. From 
Zion was to go forth the law, and the doctrine, which should 
bless all nations. For the king of this mountain was to pre- 
serve for the earth tranquility, joy, light, and blessedness. 

Its foundation is in the holy mountains, 

Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion, 

More than all the dwellings of Israel. 

Glorious words are spoken of thee, 

O thou city of God.* (Change of tone,) 

“ Egypt and Babylon will be counted 
To the nation, that acknowledgeth me. 

Philistia, Ethiopia, and Tyre 
Shall be as those bom there. 

To Zion it shall be said. 

This and that man were born in her. 

The Highest himself hath founded her, 

Jehovah himself counts to her her people, 

“This and that man was born there.” 

The princes as well as the least, 

All rejoice in her.t 

What praise is this, with which in lyric garlands, this city 
of God, the royal city, is adorned ! All shall come together 
here, as to its proper home. In it are sacred songs and 
jubilant dances, in which rich and poor form one responsive 

^ *rhe oracle is here introduced, and hence the change of tone, 
t The reading of the last lines is doubtful. 
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' We may eaU to mind many other Psalms, in whidi 
^Wem is rep:esented, as the city of God, and of an overlap- 
kingdom, as the head of the nations of the earth, and 
l^htjcipate the rich development of the Prophets. 

Kora. The author inaeita here a piece of poetry of several pages, by 
J.H. Schmid, a German, which 1 venture to omit. Ta. 
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XII. 


General view of the period under David and Solomon. What we have 
still extant from the productions of that period. Influence of these on 
the writings of the Prophets. By what causes the spirit of the Pro- 
phets was awakened and animated. Proofs in respect to Hosea ahdj 
Isaiah. The new lineage of David and Son of God. Images of roy« 
alty. Their origin, and development of their traits from ancient pro- 
phecies and Psalms. How the fortunes of David were applied by the 
Prophets. How Jerusalem and Zion are employed in their figurative 
language. Specimens. Principle on which they unfolded ancient pro- 
mises and historical incidents. Difference' between the higher and low- 
er economy of God. Comparison of Moses with some other distin^ 
guished individuals of biblical history. 

Under the reign of David and Solomon Judeea, considered; 
as :i kingdom, was in the most flourishing condition, which it 
ever attained. It extended from the Mediterranean to the 
Euphrates, and from the desert in the South to Mount Liba- 
nus. Its kings were respected, and the country enjoyed the 
advantages of its beautiful situation, even in regard to coni- 
jnerce. The natural consequence was, that the names of 
these kings became classical in history and poetry for all suc- 
ceeding times. Their age was alone renowned, so long as 
kings continued to reign. For these it was now their highest 
glory, tliat they sal upon the throne of David, and were priv- 
ileged to call themselves his aons and successors. Such they 
were, but not in regard to his prosperity. For, Solomon alone 
excepted, (and even his reign scarcely reached the expecta* 
tions, that were indulged, and by no means to the ideal of thiO 
72d Psalm) the kingdom of David, as a whole, soon weii^^ 
down. It was divided afler the death of Solomon, and tka! 
smaller part only fell to the family of David. Both kingdoms 
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the theatre of commotion and anarchy, and subject to 
the frequent incursions of their neighbours, until all was lost 
pa the captivity. The species of poetry, therefore, which is 
the daughter of victory, of tranquility, and prosperity, foun^ 
no longer an age so splendid and favourable for its produc- 
tion, as it enjoyed under David and Solomon. 

, It is matter of regret, too, that of the productions of that pe- 
riod nothing remains to us, but the songs of the temple, and 
euch as relate personally to the king and to the kingdom. For 
it is plain, that the Psalms, and the writings of Solomon are 
devoted to one or the other of these purposes. The bridal 
song of the 45th Psalm has only been preserved to us, because 
it celebrated the praises of a king, and the hopes of his king- 
dom, out of divine oracles, and was also valued as of a reli- 
gious character. The Song of Solomon and the Proverbs 
would not have been preserved, had they not been adorned 
with the name of Solomon, and had not the later age, when 
these writings were collected, found in the former already a 
favourite mystical sense, a description of a future period like 
the reign of Solomon. As a bridal and love wsong of any other 
poet, it would never have been preserved. — We have, there- 
fore, from the most flourishing period of Hebrew poetry but a 
scanty remnant, such as could be saved in tlie general wreck 
of the captivity, by reverence for the names of their ancient 
kings, tlieir religion, and the history of the kingdom. The 
voice of the bridegroom and the bride,* those joyous songs of 
the harvest and the vintage, t of which mention is so often 
made, are no longer extant. The voice of the grinder at the 
mill, I and of other kinds of employment, is silent, and all the 
daughters of musick are sleeping in the dust. As an emerald 
in gold, so is the melody of musick with festive wine,|| but 
it is heard no more. The joy and mirth of their rural feasts 
swept away from their fields, and we hear no more the 
* Jer. vii. 34. t Isa. ix. 3. Jer. xxv. 10. 

t EccL xii. 4. ij Siroeb xxvii. 5. 
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hedadj the jubilant cry of the wine treader in his song.* How 
unfair is it then, to compare the poetry of this people, as a 
whole, with that of other nations, when we have but one or 
two branches of the tree, the poetry connected with religious 
worship, and that relating to the king, or what was consider- 
ed as such. The remainder was not collected, or was lost 
But as the songs of Moses, so the Psalms, as illustrative of 
these, had a great influence on later times. They were (pro- 
bably at first only to the 72d psalm) the song book of the na- 
tion, or at least of the temple and of the Prophets. In look- 
ing at the individual characters of the latter, we shall see how 
closely they adhered to the language of the sanctuary, and 
how richly they paraphrased them in their animated appeals. 
It will now be my purpose only to show in general the influence 
which the so called Messiah or royal psalms have had on the 
voices of the Prophets; and I say in a word, that thesey to- 
gether with the ancient prophecieSy have not only awakened 
the voice of the ProphetSy but the rich and expanded views of 
these latter are obviously the development of the former, 

1. To the offspring of David were given by divine declara- 
tions great promises respecting an everlasting Idngdomy a new 
establishment of it, and a future penocf of great happiness and 
prosperity. As then the kingdom, through the fault of S6l- 
omon, Rehoboam, and other kings, was sunk into a low con- 
dition, when God at length awoke thev oice of the Prophets, 
what could they say to the people other than ‘‘ye are fallen 
and debased.” What else could Hosea say to the kingdom of 
Israel, but “turn again to the righteous Jehovah, for ye have 
gone astray. Instead of going to the calves, go into the des- 
erts of Judah, to the temple of him to whom ye belong, he 
will meet you, and receive you graciously .”t 

I will betroth thee unto me forever, t 
* Jer. zlviii. 33. tHos. U. 14. ziv. ii. IHos. ii. 19, 
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1 will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, 

In judgdmcnt, in loving kindness, and mercy. 

In faithfulcss will 1 betroth thee, 

And thou shall agaiu acknowledge Jehovah, 

It is the wish of the Prophet, that Israel and Judah should 
again become one kingdom, and he represents the re-union; 
under the symbol of a marriage. This sentiment pervades his 
whole Prophecy, and is of political import. He allures them 
with a voice of friendship back to the wilderness of Judah, 
to the House of God, and the family of David,* that they too 
may enjoy the blessings, which were promised that line of 
kings. For all the more ancient blessings of Abrah.am, of 
Judah, and Moses, were confirmed by the divine declarations 
and the Psalms to the offspring of David. Ho foresees, also, 
future times of happiness, in which 

The erring children of Israel return, 

Add seek Jehovah, their God, and David, their king, 

And honour Jehovah, and his fatherly kindness, 

In the latter days. 

So spake a Prophet of Israel, and the sages in the kingdom 
of Judah must still more clearly unfold their views concerning 
these ancient blessings, and ordinances of the realm. When 
Israel was often laid waste, and even now was on the point of 
iHJiug curried away captive, God awoke in the scarcely more 
happy Judijh the voices of many Prophets at once, which the 
spirit of Isaiah was probably instrumental, if not in originally 
calling forth, at least in animating and encouraging. They 
saw the fate of their sister kingdom, the greatest part of the na* 
tion, they felt their own misery, and turned themselves back for 
encouragement to those Prophecies, which God had given con* 
ceriiing the race and lineage of David. The stock of David 

stood contemned, small, and almost dried up ; but with strong 
* Hosea ii. U. vi. 1. 
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fiuth in the inviolable word of God, and the oath, which he 
had sworn to David, they saw a new shoot arise from its root, 
and to that they applied all the blessings, which God had 
pronounced in ancient times. This is the key to Isaiah's 
first images. 

THE NEW LINEAGE OF DAVID .♦ 

Behold ! Jehovah, Jehovah Sabaoth, 

Smites off tke branch with fearful crash, 

The lofty trunks are hewn down, 

The proudly exalted are humbled, 

The thick forest is cut down with the aze, 

The groves of Libanus by a mighty arm. 

But a new branch springs from the stem of Jesse,. 

A shoot shall grow up from his roots. 

And the spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him. 

The spirit of wisdom and of understanding. 

The spirit of prudence and of heroism, 

The spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah,, 

And cause him to breath in the fear of Jehovah. 

He judgeth not by the sight of the oye, 

Nor decide th by the hearing of the ear. 

He giveth judgment to the poor uprightly, 

Avengeth with equity the oppressed. 

And smiteth the land with his royal word, 

With the breath of his lips he slayeth the wicked. 

With righteousness he girdeth his loins. 

And faithfulness is the girdle of his reins. — 

And then shall the root of Jesse ^ 

Become as the banner of the (ancient) tribe. 

For which the nations shall enquire. 

And count ii glorious to enjoy the rest it gives. 

It would be strange, if every one, acquainted with tho 
ancient Prophecies: respecting Judah and the lineage of David„ 
did not recognise in every trait the development of their 


* Isa. z. 33. zi. I — 10. 
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pressions and images. The staff of Judah is known from tlMl 
blessing of Jacob, and grew into the royal sceptre of Davii 
Now it is dried up to the root, and the Prophet sees a new 
i^oot spring forth, which becomes again a leader, and an 
army banner, as Judah was once destined to be. The nations 
enquire after it, and consider its protection, honor, safety, and 
tranquility ; as formerly the nations were to depend on Judah 
for support. All the attributes of the future monarch are from 
the history of Solomon, and the blessings pronounced upon him. 
He was renowned for his wisdom, and the future Solomon is to 
excel him sevenfold in wisdom and divine gifts. The pic^ 
tures of the righteousness of his reign are from the Psalms, 
which relate to Solomon, as well as the beautiful picture of a 
golden age under his dominion, which immediately follows 
the above, and which I have not translated. Even the pecul^ 
iar expression, “ to breath or smell in the fear of Jehovah,’* 
seems to have been occasioned by the oracular language in 
the last words of David.* The Prophet unfolded the ancient 
oracles, and combined them into an image, that might awa- 
ken and confirm the faith of his people. I add here in like 
manner another passage, which has been misinterpreted, or 
thought obscure, only perhaps because its relation to the an<^ 
pient Psalms and historical incidents was not observed.t 

They pass distressed and hungry through the land, 

And in their hunger fret themselves. 

And curse their God and king. 

They look toward heaven, and toward the earth, 

But darkness and distress are over all, 

' * According to this a ruler was promised, who should rule in the fear 
of God. Isaiah who is fond of paranotnasia has put together several 
like words. 


tlsa. vui.81— ix^ 7, 
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Thick darkness, and redoubled night.* 

No dimness now, where late thick darkness reigned, 

Like those old times, when he in Zebulon 
And Naphthali at first tlirew off the yoke. 

He renders glorious in the latter days 
The country by the sea beyond the Jordan, 

The anarchy of nations. 

The people that were walking in darkness. 

Behold a great light. 

The dwellers in the land of blackest night, 

On them hath light shone forth. 

The people are increased, and great too is their joy.f 
They joy before thee like the joy of harvest, 

As men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

For thou didst break their heavy yoke. 

The rod which smote their shoulders, 

The sceptre of their oppressors, 

As in the time of Midian. 

The Prophet could not have said more distinctly, at what he 
aimed in every thing, and from whence his images were 
drawn. These were from the times of Midian, and therefore 
from the victorious times of the Judges. At that period in 
the North part of thecountry a great deliverance was wrought.f 
Then in the obscure forests of Naphthali and Zebulon the 
light of freedom went forth over all the land. So now also in 
this Northern press of nations ; in the way along the sea of 
Galilee, where now the hostile Syrians are exercising their 
oppressions, the light of freedom is* going forth, and there 
shall be joy and jubilee, like that of the song of Deborah. 

* It 18 the method of Isaiah to contrast the present and melancholy 
with the future and happy condition, and these must be taken together 
here, though in diflerent chapters. 

1 1 take the particle here for the interjection, expressing a wish, and a 
feeling of joy, utinam, O si! as it often occurs. 

t Jud. iv. 5. In Harosheth i. e. the forest of nations, as now in 
Galilee, in the heaped up, confused nations, which pressed upon them 
from above. 
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For all the weapons of tamultoas war. 

And all the warriors harness, dipped in blood, 

Shall now be burned, as fuel for the flame — 

For unto ue a king is bom. 

And unto us a sun is given. 

The staff shall be upon his shoulder. 

His name is called, the wonderful, 

The .counsellor, the mighty hero, 

My father to eternity, 

The prince of peace. 

Could the Prophet indicate his purpose in any way more 
distinctly ? He does not surely speak of a Hezekiah, or of 
his son, as if he were writing a birth-day ode, but of a king, 
who should bear all the names and blessings of the offspring 
of David, and bring the promised golden age. He is called 
therefore, son, and begotten, i. e. the begotten of God, an ex- 
pression already consecrated by the Psalms. The Sceptre, 
which Judah bore before his feet, he lays upon his shoulder — 
and thus in him revives Judah, the ancient prince of the 
tribes. His name is called toonderful! and so David often 
called himself, when as the stone, that was rejected, ho had 
now become the corner stone.* So the angel called himself, 
who announced the birth of Sampson. f He is called coun^ 
sellor and mighty hero, for Isaiah usually couples the two to- 
gether to intimate, that he is to be prudent in counsel, and 
mighty in deeds, as was remarked in treating of the pre- 
previous prophecy. My father henceforth forever he calls 
him also, and docs not venture even to change the grammati- 
cal peculiarity of person, which often stands in the Psalms 
and benedictions, “ he shall call me, my father! and I will 
establish his kingdom forever.’’|; Finally prince of peace, as 
the name of Solomon imports, and as the Psalms explain it. 
The Prophet compresses into the names ail which he could 


V Ps. cxviii. 23. t Jud. xiii. 18. t Ps. Ixxxix. 27. 2 Sam. vii 14, 
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bring together concerning the blessings and the glory of the 
offspring of David. 

And great shall his dominion be, 

And endless peace shall reign 

Upon the throne of David in his kingdom, 

That he may order and establish it, 

With righteousness and judgment 
From henceforth and forevermore. 

The zeal of Jehovah Sabaoth 
Will perform this. 

That is zeal for his own honour, for all these words were 
])ri)iTiises of God respecting the lineage of David, which are; 
!ier<) repeated. 

I cannot indulge myself in a description of the golden age, 
which the Prophets connect with the reign of this new king, 
the general amount of the whole is however, that he was to be; 
a shepherd like David, a peaceful prince like Solomon, a right* 
eous judge, a mighty hero, and a restorer ol* the fear of Jeho- 
vali The presence of Jehovah, his righteousness, goodness 
Jtnd .saving efficacy were to be manifested in him, and he was 
to be addressed with tlie acclamation, Jehovah our righteous^ 
tif ss, Jehovah our helper. In treating of the Prophets we wshall 
enquire concerning the origin of these deiioiniiiations, and it 
will appear, that among them, before and during the captivity, 
the name of a king, of a new David, was used. Afterwards, 
when the government was divided between the prince and the 
high-priest, Zechariah saw the two anointed ones stand before 
the throne of Jehovah,* Now therefore the representation of 
the shoot from the stock of David became also ttbrm, though 
varying according to the circumstances of the time. He was 
to build the temple of the Lord like Solomon, and in the tem- 
ple to bear the magnificent apparel of the high priest. He 
was to reign on the throne established by Jehovah, but also to 


* Zech. 4. ziv. 
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he a priest upon his throne, and peace was to be between them/ 
Finally Malachi returns to the most ancient economy, and 
Jbrings back Moses and Elias, the ancient messengers of God, 
;^ho has established the covenant in their purifying spirit.— 
Thus the prophecy always clothed itself in the costume of the 
age; while there were kings, it adhered for the most part to 
the promise in relation to a king, which is celebrated in the 
89th Psalm. 

I sing the mercies of Jehovah forever, 

1 will proclaim with my mouth 
Thy faithfulness from age to age. 

And say, for us shall grace be ever sure, 

Thy words shall be established like the heaven?. 

“ For I confirmed a covenant with my chosen, 

I swore to David my servant, 

Thy seed will I establish forever, 

And build thy throne form age to age.” 

The heavens bear witness to thy wondrous work, 

The assembly of saints praise thy faithfulness. 

This did the Prophets, they named the future king, f/tf >7/*- 
mnt of God, David. 

2. Still farther, they develope in him the fortunes of David 
and o%the seed, which was promised him. David himself was 
doomed to suffer much, before he could establish his extensive 
kingdom, and the other was to be chastened with the rod of 
meiijf though the favour of Jehovah his father should not 
wholly depart from him, and both the suffering and triumph 
were applied by the Prophets, amidst all the calamities, whi^ 
they witnessed, to the future king and his kingdom. — Thi^ 
the key to the remarkable and apparently contradictory r^re- 
sentations of the Prophets. The 22d, and all the Pss^s of 
David, descriptive of his afflictions, were unfolded, amf conso- 
lation given to oppressed and suffering Israel by theconsider- 

*2 Sam. VII. 14. tZech. vi. 12. 13. 



Ation, that^ as it was the fate of their glorious ancestor in thuf, 
way to attain his elevation, so it must be theirs, and that 
their future king, through oppression and suffering to be exal* 
ted to dignity and honour. We accordingly find in the Prophets 
frequent applications of that class of David’s Psalms mentioned 
above. 

I place here, as an appendix, the leading Psalm of this class 
which the Prophets gradually unfolded more and more, and/ 
with which they sought to comfort their depressed people ; 
the Psalm, with the first expressions of which the most exalted 
sufferer expressed his deep anguish upon the cross. 

I. THE SUFFERER. 

A LAMENTATION, Fs. XXII. 1—33.* 

TO THE CHIEF MUSICIAN, AT THE DAWN OP MOBNINO, 

A PSALM OP DAVID4 

My God, my God ! wherefore dost thou forsake me ? 

Why art thou far from helping me, and from my cry? 

My God, by day I call, but thou hearest not, 

I cry by night, and find no time of rest ! 

And yet art thou the adorable one. 

Who is enthroned amid the praises of Israel.f 
In thee our fathers trusted. 

They trusted, and thou didst save them. 

They cried to thee, and were delivered, 

Trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 

But I am but a worm, and no man, 

Contemned of men, the people’s scorn. 

All they, that see me, scoff at me, 

* By the sufferer here described, has been understood, sometimes 
David, then llezekiah, the whole Jewish nation, then again, an unknown 
king, or hero, unsuccessfully contending with barbarous foes, and 6nal- 
ly the Jewish Messiah. A minute dr'^cription even of the last sufferings 
of Christ iiave been sought for by some in the several traits in this Psalm. 
This is not the place to go into a discussion of these various views. I 
may do it, perhaps, on another occasion. 

t In the sanetuary, whore songs of praise were sung to Jehovah. 
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They pout the lips, and shake the head< 

** He calls upon Jehorah, let him save hiniy 
Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.** 

Yet thou didst take me from my mother’s womb. 

And wast my hope upon my mother’s breasts. 

While laid upon the lap, 1 hung on thee, 

And from my mother’s womb thou wast my God I 
Be therefore, even now, not far from me, 

Far trouble comes, and there is none to help ! 

Many bulla have compassed me about. 

Strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.* 

They rushed with open mouth upon me. 

Like ravening and roaring lions. 

Like water am I poured out. 

And all my bones are loosed. 

My heart is melted like wax within me,f 
My strength dried up like a potsherd. 

My tongue too clcavcth to the roof of my mouth. 

And thou hast laid me in the dust' of death 
Dogs have encompassed me around,! 

And gangs of wicked men enclose me, 

They pierce my hands and feet. 

I might count over all my bones, 

They see it, and with joy they gaze upon me. 

They even now divide my garments, 

And cast lots upon my vesture.[| 

But be not thou, Jehovah, far from me, 

My strong deliverer, haste and help me, 

* The image of a powerful and enraged enemy. The bullocks of Ba.> 
shan were distinguished by their strength and wildness. In the opinion 
of some commentators, there is an allusion here to the region, from 
which the enemy came, who threatened the royal Psalmist. 

t A vivid image of a relaxation and sinking of all the energies. 

t An image not unusual in the East ot swarming and piratical enemies. 
Dogs running loose without masters are even more bloodthirsty than 
wolves. 

fl They are so sore of my death, as already in thought to divide my 
poBsessions. 

26 
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Deliver my life from the sword,* * * § 

My soult from the power of the dog. 
licscue me from the lion’s mouth, 

And save me from the bullock’s horns,} 

Among my brethren then will I extol thcc, 

And praise thee in the congregation. 

' II. THE SUFFERER DELIVERED. 

Psalm xxii. 24 — 32.11 

Vc, that fear Jehovah, praise him ! 

All ye offspring of Jacob, glorify hjm, 

And reverence him, ye seed of Israel, 

For he contemneth not nor despiseth 
The mournful cry of the afflicted, 

Nor hath he hid his face from him, 

But when he cried to him, he heard. 

My song shall praise thee in the congregation, 

Before thy servants will I pay my vows. 

Eat, and be satisfied, ye humble sufferers. 

Ye, that seek him, praise Jehovah, 

Your heart shall bo revived forever, § 

And all inhabitants of the earth. 

Remembering shall turn to Jehovah, 

And all the tribes of men worship him. 

For to Jehovah doth the kingdom pertain, 

And he is ruler among the nations. 

*The sufferer here is anxious to be assured of the interposition of Je- 
hovah, and does not yield himself to the death, that is threatened, so wil- 
lingly as the dying Saviour. 

f My darling, my dearest part, my life, my soul, 
t Literally the wild ox or buffalo, an image of powerful and enraged 
enemies. 

II This second part of the Psalm has a very different tone and charac. 
ter from the first, and is neither so powerful in language, nor rich in sen- 
timent. In the circumstances of the case we should naturally expect it 
to be otherwise, and many commentators consider this a distinct Psalm, 
designed to accompany the offering of sacrifice. 

§ Rich and poor partook of the sacrificial feasts. 
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Let them that eat the fat of the 6arth, worship him» 

And them, that are humble, bow before him, 

Whose souls are vexed with care I* 

The future generations shall revere him, 

And shall be counted as his people. 

They come to make his kindness known. 

And what he hath performed, to future times ! — 

3. Zion and Jerusalem also passed into the Proj)iiets in- 
vested with the cliaracter, which had been given them in the 
Psalms. The residence of the most renowned of the ancient 
kings was to be the yet more magnificent seat of a future king, 
still more glorious than David, who should reign in Zion, as 
the peculiar representative of Jehovah. 

Arise, be light ! for thy light cometh If 
Jehovah’s glory goeth forth upon thee. 

Lo I darkness covereth the earth, 

And deep obscurity the nations ! 

But upon thcc Jehovah goeth forth, 

His glory now is visible upon thee. 

And all the nations come to thy light. 

And kings to the brightness, that riseth on thee. 

Lift up thine eyes around and see, 

They all assemble themselves, and come to thco 
Thy sons are come from far. 

From far they bring to thee thy daughters. 

Then shalt thou see, and rejoice, 

Thy heart shall leap, and be exalted, 

When the tumultuous sea shall turn to thee, 

And nations bring to thee their wealth. 

The caravans of camels cover thee. 

The dromedaries of Midian andEphah. 

All they from Sheba come. 

They bring thee gold and incense, 

And praise the glory of Jehovah, 

The flocks of Kedar are assembled unto thee, 

The rams of Nebaioth are made to serve thee, 

* Rich and poor, joyous and sad, i. e. all men should honour Jehovah, 
t Ry the side, on the border, or distant, as the parallelism requires. 
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They come acceptably upon mine altar, 

And I will glorify the house of my glory. 
Who are these, that fly as clouds, 

And as the doves, that flock to their houses ? 
For now the isles are waiting my command, 
And ships of Tarshish are made ready. 

To bring thy sons from distant lands. 
Their silver and their gold with them, 
Devoted to the glory of Jehovah, 

The holy God of Israel, who glorificth thee. 

The sons of strangers build thy walls, 
Their kings shall minister unto thee, 

For in my wrath I smote thee, 

But in my favour have I mercy on thee. 

Thy gates shall be continually open, 

Nor day nor night shall they be closed. 

To bring to thee the riches of the nations, 
And that their kings too may bo brought. 


Let one read the 32d, 72d, 87th, 102(1 and other PsaImS|l 
and compare them with thivS passage, and he will at once per- 
ceive, that expressions in them respecting the coming of for- 
eigners to Jerusalem, worshipping there, and being accounted 
as natives, are here merely unfolded, though with the greatest 
richness and beauty. The nations and regions named by the 
Prophet arc the very same, too, which occur in the Psalm 
concerning Solomon.* 

So if is with Zion, the dwelling place .of God, and the pe- 
culiar crown of the country. What the festival and national 
Psalms sung of present circumstances, the Prophets applied 
to adorn their views of the future period of the reign of Jeho- 
vah. There, in that expected day, this little mountain was to 
be exalted, its diminutive brook become a river, and water tte 
parched desert. — ^It is absurd to suppose, that the Pirophete 
meant all this to be taken in its literal and sensuous import, lui 
if Mount Zion was suddenly to swell to a giant range, and all 


* Compare Isa. lx. 6. 7. 13. with Ps. Uxii. 10, Ifl. 10, 
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the brass and iron of the temple become gold and silver. So 
soon as we know, whence they derived these figurative repre- 
sentations, that they did not invent them themselves and to 
please their own fancy, but pictured their conceptions, and 
sketched their hopes in the ancient known language of na- 
tional songs and national hopes, we shall cease to think of 
such sensuous interpretations, which to a great extent are 
self-contradictory, and at the same time shall be as far removed 
at least from their opposite, the obscure abyss of mysticism. 
We shall see how they, as men of sound understanding, and 
as the divine sages of their nation, did what all true philoso-. 
phers do with the works of God in nature. 

These observe, and analyze, study the laws, the course, 
and ultimate tendency of the phsenomena of nature, and in 
like manner they fixed their attention on i^e covenant of Jc» 
booaky their ever true and faithful God, considered his dec- 
larations, unfolded the import of his words, studied ancient 
customs and the character of individuals, accommodated the 
incidents of more ancient times to their own age and saw in 
both the germs of the future already beginning to unfold. The 
Spirit of Jehovah was their guide, for] their visions were not 
unmeaning raptures, but calm predictions, determinations and 
prospective views, in accordance with a new series, ordained 
in higher dignity. 

This seems to me, to be the true link of connexion in the 
writings of the Prophets, and the best key to their hidden 
treasures. While we consider, whence they derived these 
images, for what end they used them, to what period, and un- 
der what new form, each applied his own, we draw, as it 
were, with them from the same consecrated fountains, and fly 
as they did, like bees in all directions, and extract our sweets 
from every flower of the ancient vvotld. The rich garden of 
ancient divine oracles, in history, in the benedictions and 
Psalms, in our present position lie behind us, the collected 
86 * 



Iiid elaborated dowers of the^Frophetick books before us^ a 
teautiful and instructive prospect. 

And when we observe step by step, how always the thoughts 
of God are higher, than the mere human conceptions of even 
the wisest favourites of heaven ; how all these saw only in 
their own sphere, and, even in the light of Divine inspiration; 
could conceive of the future only according to the measure of 
their own experience, while he, however, went on with his 
own infinite designs, and from their words and views often 
unfolded conceptions, which had probably never entered their 
in arrow minds; how clearly do we see the difference between 
tlie higher economy and purposes of God, and that lower econ- 
omy ^ w'hich falls under our immediate observation ! 

It is undoubtedly true, as expressed in the eulogy upon 
Moses attached to the close of his history, that ‘‘there arose 
not a Prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face,” for in the whole period, which we have 
passed through we find none, who will bear a comparison with 
him. Samuel had a ray of his light, but not his power ; he 
could not raise up the fallen state, much less bring it back to 
the unattaiiied conceptions of Moses. David had sensibility 
and delicacy, uprightness and heroism; but he was a king. 
Instead of the publick good, the more limited good of his 
own family occupied his mind. He encircled the Mosaic 
law with a lyrical garland, but could not increase its perma- 
nent safeguards, and still less establish it upon a deeper found- 
ation. The wisdom of Solomon passed into luxurious refine- 
ment, the splendour and pomp of a royal court, while the 
economy of the state w as in the mean time broken up. Of 
those, w'ho came at a later period, Elijah had an arm like 
Moses, but his age w^as too deeply sunk ; he purified like the 
fire and tlie wind, but he could not give stability and life, 
Isaiah and other Prophets could speak like Moses ; they were 
animated by his spirit and his clearsightedness, but where is 
the, .work which they accomplished? the political edifice, 
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nehich they left behind them ? Moses left it in a form dis^ 
tinctly conceived and carried into effect with an arm that nev- 
er tired. His original plan, to build to God an altar of stone, 
axidl appoint the first born throughout the land to serve him, 
the most simple and sublime, that has been found in any 
•i^stem of national worship ; and this the Prophets with more 
spiritual views picture forth only for a future age. When 
Moses was compelled to yield to his sensuous and rebellious 
people, who were throughout inclined to worship the golden 
calf, how pure a conception did he produce in the tabernacle, 
the tent of the divine lawgiver moving with the movements of 
a wandering people ! — The idea of the most holy place, with 
its unapproachable mystery, containing only the tables of the 
law, which it preserved beneath the wings of the mysterious 
symbol, is so symply sublime, that nothing can be altered or 
added without desecrating and debasing it. Its holy place 
had nothing but the shew-bread, the symbol of the most an- 
cient family sacrifices, which were merely feasts. Here stood 
the most simple feast before the eyes of Jehovah. In front of 
it burnt the seven lamps, the symbol of his omniscience, and 
before that again the golden altar sent up its clouds of in- 
cense, the symbol of prayer from the most ancient times. 
That, which properly constituted the temple, contained no- 
thing more. The blood of expiation, and that offered as an 
acknowledgment of tenure and allegiance, flowed only in 
the outer court, and how wisely were all these rights adapted 
to the welfare of the state? IIow well defined were his laws ! 
and how unweariedly did he labour to improve them ! and 
notwithstanding all the hindrances, which might have dis- 
couraged the most resolute, never abandoned the purpose of 
hii life. Even at the last he collected the energies of his 
spirit, re-ordained his system, Jind died as a lawgiver, who 
knew his country, and skilfully adapted his institutions to it. 
How wise and judicious too was the plan of his Exodous from 
Egypt ! Even the sea formed a path tor him, which served at- 



the same time for a wall/ through which his people could not 
return. Finally what courage^ and what a spirit must belong 
to the man, who in a barren desert could control, cultivate, 
uid soften a rebellious multitude of 600,000 men ! Truly 
there arose since no Prophet in Israel like Moses ; the arm of 
the most powerful of them was but the linger of Moses, and 
the most enlightened of them only reflected the glory of his 
countenance. 

Before thee only do I bow myself, thou heavenly form, more 
exalted, than Moses, the more beautiful, as thou wast more be«; 
nign ; the more powerful, as thou didst more conceal thy 
power. With twelve poor, rude and unlearned disciples thou 
didst accomplish more than Moses with his mighty ho^, and 
found a kingdom of heaven^ the only kingdom, that from its 
nature can endure forever. For the whole world it was es* 
tablished by thee, but only with the smallest beginning. The 
seed was planted in the earth, which still is growing, and^ 
expanding to diffuse at length that reviving shade, to whichi 
all the Prophets point their predictions, of the future. £»• 
dued with heavenly powers, thou didst come down to the 
earth, and find the predictions of the Prophets meet in thee, 
with courage to fulfil even those of severest import, by pover- 
ty, by suflbring, and by the most shameful death, because in 
this way only could they be fulfilled. Moses and Elias, the di- 
vinest heroes of the ancient world, conversed with thee upon 
the holy mount, with thee the third, the greatest, and most be- 
nign of all. Thou hast accomplished thino advent, hast ac- 
complished and wilt accomplish all the predictions of the 
Prbphetsin that work, which, though invisibly, is still and 
e^er progressive. It is the sole work of its kind ever accom-^^ 
plished in the world, one which no sage, no mighty hdto 
<x>ald ever accomplish, and whose consequences reach beyond 
the boundaries of time. The beautiful regions of the PrcH 
phets will conduct us on our way to that kingdom, which he 
bath established, and towards which we are now advanciitg^ 



REMAxva. 

OF THE FIRST EDITOR. 

The continuation of this work, greatly as the author 
lighted in the employment, and oflen as he anticipated its 
prosecution, unhappily never appeared. He wished for a 
season of leisure to be devoted to it, but it never came. Only 
a few leaves of the common cement of the third part were found 
among his papers, which however I would not willingly suffer 
to be lost, especially as they contain a recapitulation of whslt; 
has been said in the previous parts, and a brief sketch; 
of the remainder, which was to be concluded in the third 
part. The following is the fragment referred to. 


We have now so far prepared the ground, that we may con- 
template to advantage the growth and expansion of that tree, 
of Israelitish hopes and prophetic anticipations, on which the 
poetry of the Prophets put forth its flowers. From their pa- 
triarch Abraham downward, the nation indulged the prospect, 
that through their race all the nations of the earth were to 
receive some great and signal blessing. The shepherd race 
went down to Egypt, the patriarch of the twelve tribes turn- 
ed even his dying eyes to the land, where they were destined 
to dwell, and arranged as it were a prophetic chart of their 
dwelling places; but he died, and Joseph, the prince among 
his brethren, also died. The people sunk into a state of bon- 
dage, and almost abandoned the hope even of their own de- 
liverance, much more of being instrumental in blessing all 
other nations. Moses at length delivered them from bondag!^, 
impioved with great labour the rude character of the nationi, 
received an earnest of their future conquest, saw the land of 
promise, and died. His painful labours had been limited 
within a narrow circle. He was obliged to destroy a few in- 
considerable states, but the world at large could jn^ feel hia 



jbeneficial influence, liirad, after his death, but imperfectly 
conquered the promised land, and for a long period was op* 
pressed and reduced to a condition of misery, now by this, 
and now by that neigboring people, until a lion of the tribe of 
Judah arose, and being satiated with the spoil of nations re- 
posed himself upon mount Zion, one of the fruits of his tri- 
umphs. A star went forth from Jacob, a sceptre was raised up 
in Israel, which smote the heads of Moab, made conquest of 
Edom, dispersed and overran the Amalekites, the Kenites, 
and similar tribes. So long as he lived, no one dared fully 
Ip afouse the lion, though they ventured in some degree to 
ekeite him. But he died, and his royal mind in the anticipa- 
tion of death was filled with care respecting the future inter- 
ests of his kingdom. Hence God gave him the promise, 
not only that his son should sit upon his throne, and reign with 
undisturbed sway but that a successive series of his descend- 
ants should bear the sceptre. This declaration of God eleva- 
ted his hopes, and animated his heart. It is not only cele- 
brated in several Psalms, as a divine oracle respecting the 
future interests of the country and* the royal family, but the 
dying king even in his last song encircles his temples with this 
unfading laurel.* 

With hostile feelings he there reflected upon the malcon- 
tents of his kingdom, on whom he had tried every kindness in 
Yain, and whom he considered unfit and undeserving sub- 
jects of farther clemency. But with so much the greater joy 
4i4 he reflect on the covenant in relation to his own family, 
which God had established with him, from which the figura- 
^ve e^epressions in thii^ last song are taken, and which is cel- 
^rated also in the 72d, 89th and 122d, Psalms. 

^ gbteh were the germs, from which the tree of prophetic po- 
grew up; the benedictions bestowed ui)on Abraham, Ju- 
dah, and David, and since the two former seemed also coin- 


* i 9am. xziii. 1. Sae above in the XI aection. 



cidentto this most victorious, prosperous, and at the same 
time religious prince, since by his reign, his arrangement of 
divine worship, but especially by his Psalms, he formed a 
marked epoch, it was in the nature of things, that his age, 
especially as delineated in his Psalms, should both for the 
Prophets, who formed themselves according to the spirit of 
these songs, and for the people, who sung them, and recalled 
the events of that period with pride, become as it were the 
ideal and model of that, which with more splendour they pic- 
tured as still future. The blessing of Abraham was only ih Veil- 
ry general terms; too comprehensive, and too spiritual to ad- 
mit of particular representation. Moses was too far removed 
from them, though they took from him for their use all the 
miracles of the divine interi>osition, both in Egypt and in the 
desert, together with the Shechinah. David presented to 
them a character more glorious, and better known ; for the 
people were now accustomed to notions of royalty. The mu- 
tual jealousies of the tribes had ceased, when most of the 
Prophets wrote, the ten tribes were already in captivity, and a 
small branch of Judah with the royal stock of David was all 
that remained. To this therefore tended the current of pro- 
phecy, and here the streams flowed together. The views of 
Jacob and Balaam, the victories, the reign, the piety of David, 
expressed in his Psalms, the promise of an endless period of 
peace and happiness under his posterity, who should succeed 
him upon the throne — all these circumstances were connect- 
ed with him, and associated him in their minds with their 
glowing conceptions of the future. He is often styled in the 
Psalms the son of Jehovah, the first born of God, and was 
enthroned near the dwelling place of God upon his holy moun- 
tain. He brought nations into subjection, had a cultivated 
taste for musick and poetry, and a regard for right, and spake 
of himself in his relation to God with humility and self-abase- 
ment. His posterity were to enjoy a peaceful kingdom, and 
his seed to reign so long as sun and moon should endure. 



throughout all generations. Judah, therefore, David, Solo^^ 
i^ipn, and their perpetual successorB, were represented in the 
times of the future anointed. Human imagination and poetry 
operate in no other way. Even higher divine intuitions 
cim be expressed by them only under known images and 
signs, and thus the poetry of the Jews naturally employed in 
its representations the treasures of imagery, which it had, and 
ia^cially from the most splendid era of the national history. ; 
^ jLet us look then at the course embraced in the third part; 
ipn which we are now to enter. After inquiries respecting the^ 
^litical productions ascribed to Solomon, comes the true and 
characteristick spirit of Hebrew poetry in the writings of the 
Prophets. We shall contemplate the individual characters of 
the Prophets, their favourite conceptions and views, together 
with the circumstances of the age, which served to produce 
them. The various and distinct colourings given to the im- 
precations and predictions relating to other nations will be 
carefully considered. We shall then examine the change 
produced in their conceptions by the captivity, the altered 
character of the imagery and figurative language, which now 
appeared — and so down to the apocryphal writings, in so far as 
these, as for example the fourth book of Ezra, have the char- 
acters of poetry. Finally in the last book of the New Testa- 
ment as if by regeneration of all the conceptions and images of 
the ancient Prophets, a new poetical shoot springs up; and at 
once expands into a tree, blooming with fresh and unfading 
flowers. 
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